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Blair to spend extra £6bn on NHS 


By Colin Brown 

Chief FVjbtkaJ Correspondent 

AN EXTRA I6bn is to be announced 
byToay Blair for the health service in 
July, in a dramatic rolling programme 
of increased spending to tackle the 
waiting lists and fulfil pledges on the 
1 NHS before the next election. 

The Prime Minister mil mark the 
50th anniversary of the NHS with an 
announcement designed to take the 
heat out of the attacks on the Gov- 
ernment which campaigned on an 
election pledge to cut waiting lists by 
100,000, but has seen them rise by 
the same amount. 

The £2bn year-on -year increases 


over three years will be on top of the 
£2bn added to the total budget for 
health in the 12 months since Labour 
came to power, and will take the 
NHS budget through £4Qbn a year 
by the time of the next election. 

Frank Dobson, Secretary of State 
for Health, has apologised for the rise 
in waiting- lists, partly brought about 
by bis decision to give priority to ac- 
cident and emeigsncy cases during the 
winter. He knows his job is on the line. 

Mr Dobson has persuaded the 
Prime Minister to give him his back- 
ing for the additional money against 
pressure from the Treasury, and is at 
present engaged in a battle with it 
over the final details. Mr Blair is 


deeply concerned at the soaring 
waiting-list figures which win show 
a further rise on Thursday although 
be has been told the figures will not 
be as bad as the additional 43,000 
predicted. 

Ministers believe the trend shows ' 
the rise in the numbers waiting is 
slowing down and the figures will re- 
veal no patients are now waiting 
more than IS months as guaranteed 
in the patients' charter. 

Having secured an extra £3Q0m 
to tackle the winter crisis, Mr Dob- 
son won a £1.2bn increase for the cur- 
rent financial year and an extra 
£500m in the Chancellor Gordon 
Brown's spring Budget A total of 
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£320m was allocated lo cutting wait- 
ing lists and Mr Dobson wifi an- 
nounce that a further £65m is to be 
spent on moving more elderly patients 
out of hospital, to release their beds 
for more surgery cases. 

Mr Dobson wants more money for 
higher pay next year for nurses, who 
gave him a rough ride at their annual 
conference last month. The increas- 


es for the health service - coo- 
finned by Treasury sources -- are past 
of the radical restructuring of pub- 
lic spending, which is now readiing 
crunch decisions. 

The Comprehensive Spending 
Review, reaching across all White- 
hall departments, is due to finish in 
a fortnight, but it has run into trou- 
ble. Mr Brown has privately com- 
plained that ministers have failed to 
live up to the new culture of extra 
money in return for modernisation 
in the Blair government 

Many spending ministers have 
failed to modernise, but have added 
10 per cent to their baselines for last 
year. Treasury sources said Jack 


Straw, the Home Secretary, had 
bees praised for modernising, but 
had asked for a higher bid, when he 
realised his Cabinet colleagues had 
refused to make cuts. 

Those seeking big increases in 
their budgets include David Btankett 
the Secretary of State for Education 
and Employment, who has warned 
Mr Blair he could break his “vow" 
to the 1996 party conference to 
spend more of Britain’s wealth than 
thelbries on education unless he gets 
more. John Prescott, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, wants the Treasury 
to release around £lbn of councfi 
house receipts for housing - an in- 
crease on the £800m released this 


year - and is using a report yester- 
day on the state of Britain’s housing 
as leverage; Clare Short, Secretary 
of State for International Develop- 
ment, has refocused her budget on 
the poor, but wants more to meet 
pledges on the Third World. 

The Strategic Defence Review is 
also running into flak from the Trea- 
sury in spite of backing from Mr 
Blair. George Robertson, Secretary 
of State for Defence, submitted the 
report to the Cabinet Defence and 
Overseas Policy committee, with an 
offer to cut £500m from the total 
£21ba defence budget. But the Trea- 
sury is unpicking the report to seek 
more savings. 


Mother finally 
cleared of 
killing her 
disabled baby 


Warm enough for Middle England but too hot for Mr Blair 


By Ian Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

A “DEVOTED” mother wept 
uncontrollably in the Court of 
Appeal yesterday as her con- 
viction for killing her severely 
handicapped daughter by dis- 
connecting her breathing tube 
was overturned. 

Julie Watts, 32, a former psy- 
chiatric nurse, was cleared of 
1 murder by a Manchester Crown 
Court jury last September, but 
was convicted of the man- 
slaughter of her 14-month-old 
baby Abigail, who had a com- 
bination of serious birth defects. 
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v Mrs Watts, of Little Hulton, 
Tester Manchester, who was 
|Ven an 18-month jail sen- 
dee, suspended for two years. 
,cnt to the Court of Appeal in 
( lndon to tell three judges that 
r T conviction was “unsafe". 

. She bugged her solicitor and 
>bbed as Lord Justice S win ton 
homas. sitting with Mr Justice 
nnneli and Mr Justice Poole, 
lowed her appeal. ■ 

The court ruled that the 


trial judge, Mr Justice Sachs, 
had given the jury inadequate 
direction on the issue of man- 
slaughter. 

Mrs Witts’ daughter Abigail 
was bom with a rare skull de- 
formity, clover leaf syndrome, 
which left her b ram-damaged, 
deformed, partially sighted, 
deaf and unable to breathe or 
feed without help. 

The juiy at her trial heard 
that Mrs Watts was constantly 
at her daughter’s bedside, and 
on one occasion saved her life 
with emergency resuscitation. 

At the end of July 1995, staff 
at the Royal Manchester Chil- 
dren’s Hospital responded lo 
Mrs Wktts’ cries for help and 
found that a tracheotomy tube 
had become detached from 
Abigail's throat. The child suf- 
fered respiratory failure leading 
to cardiac arrest. Mrs Witts, 
who has a baby daughter, born 
in November 1996, and a nine- 
year-old son, denied interfering 
with the tube. 

After yesterday’s appeal ver- 
dict she described her ordeal. 
“This has been the most hor- 
rendous two and a half years of 
my life," she said. “1 am very 
pleased about the outcome to- 
day, but 1 would like more 
questions asked about the 
events leading up to her death. 1 

Her solicitor, Kristina Har- 
rison, said: “She is just taking 
it one step at a lime now and I 
cannot say yet whether she will 
be claiming any compensation.' 
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Cook accused 

TONY BLAIR and Robin 
Cook were last night accused 
by the Opposition of wrecking 
any chance of prosecuting the 
• mercenaries who are at the 
i centre of the “arms-to-Africa" 
( affair. Page 2 



Paphiopedilum orchids (otherwise known as Jac Flash) at the Chelsea Flower show yesterday 
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Children of the Troubles hold key to peace 


By Kim Sengupta 

In Belfast 


Pakistan N-test 

IT IS not a question of if nu- 
clear tests will be carried out 
in Pakistan but rather when - 
both the public and politicians 
are in support of a response to 
the tests carried out by India. 
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A GENERATION which has 
grown up knowing nothing but 
the violence of the Northern 
Ireland Troubles is playing a cru- 
cial role in Friday’s referendum 
decision on whether the peace 
process has a future. 

The battle is on to secure the 
allegiance of the 26 per cent of 
voters aged 18-30 who, accord- 
ing to an opinion poll, are un- 
decided on haw to vote, Of 
those who have made up their 
mind. 66 per cent intend to vote 
Yes, and 34 per cent No. 

On an electoral base of 
324,387 for that age group, it 


means 84,000 young people are 
still weighing their options. 

David Trimble and John 
Hume are expected to appear 
together for the first time in the 
campaign at a concert in 
Belfast's Waterfront Hall 
tonight Bono, of the band U2, 
is also expected to be there. Two 
thousand Protestant and 
Catholic sixth-formers from 
across the Province will be in the 
audience. 

A source dose to Mr Trim- 
ble said last night: “This agree- 
ment is all about securing the 
future of the young people of 
Northern Ireland. Standing on 
the stage at the Waterfront will 
enable him to appeal to young 



Trimble: Faaea plea to young 

voters for whom we are trying 
to build the peace." 

In the final days before the 
poll there is an attempt by the 
Yes campaign to deliver a 70 per 
cent majority for the accord. 


which is seen by the British and 
Irish governments as providing 
a mandate and forming a secure 
basis for next month's elec- 
tions to a new assembly. 

The Prime Minister will vis- 
it the province for a second time 
in two weeks to safeguard the 
Stormont agreement Visits are 
also expected by William Hague 
and Paddy Ashdown. 

Polls continue to show many 
voters are still undecided. One 
in the Daily THegraph shews that 
across all age groups 21 per cent 
are undecided. But, say re- 
searchers, it is the young un- 
decided who are likely to swing 
behind the peace settlement. 

The palls also show the ac- 


cord has the overwhelming sup- 
port of Catholics. In the 18-30 
age group 75 per cent of those 
intending to vote Yes were 
Catholics, and across all ages, 
in the Telegraph poll this rose to 
89 per cent 

The same survey indicates 
that among Protestants 43 per 
ceot say they will vote in favour, 
with 27 percent against and an- 
other 27 per cent still making up 
their minds. This appears to 
show an upturn for the Yes 
camp among Unionists. An 
Irish Times poll last week 
showed 45 per cent of them in- 
tended to vote No, and 35 per 
cent Yes. 
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By Ann Treneimri 

TONY Blair has derided not lo 
go to the Chelsea Flower Show 
this year and, frankly; yon only 

need to vistt the place to see why. 
The show is simply not on mes- 
sage. The spin doctors would 
not approve. It is not cool. It is 
. not even hot. It is, simply mid- 
dling as in Middle England. 

Forget the hype that says 
Chanel has made Chelsea cool 
this year with its small and per* 
fectiy formed garden. Yon only 
have to take a stroll round the 
- place. I could not find Karl 
Lagerfeld at all. Instead, 1 met 
two women wearing togas (not 
Chanel). Their names were 
Natasha and Joanne and they 
were wearing bay leaves in their 
ham CooT? I asked. “Nke weath- 
er!" they cried. No, not cool as 
in hot Cool as in, you know; new 
Labomfoew cool? Their Bnndec 
a young man from Interfioca, 
thought so: “Chelsea is much 
more modem now. Tim are much 
more likely to see people in 
leather trousers and piercings." 

Piercings? Dream on. The 
only thing that was pierced 
yesterday at Chelsea was a hat. 

Next door was a very un- 
English shrine to bougainvillea 
tint was so hot we all needed 
shades. There I found Thn Miles 
who was with “with flora] com- 
mittee C". So, was Chelsea cool? 
“Ittenns of look or colours?” he 
asked. “Well a few years ago 
there were lots of pastels and it 
got to be a bit boring." 

Right. Mr Miles suggested 
1 ask “Christo", who tnrned out 
to be Christopher Lloyd of 
Great Dixter. “Cool?" he said. 
“Fve been absolutely frozen in 
this marquee on many occa- 
sions.” He refused to be drawn 
on the political question. "But 
it’s good to see bright colours." 

Then I spotted a man who re- 
ally would know. “I would have 
thought that Chelsea is the epi- 
centre of cool and always has 
been,” sand Alan dark, Toiy MP 
and racoutem; as he headed off. 
jacket slung over his shoulder, 
to meet the Queen. Perhaps 
Tony should have a rethink. 
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SENIOR minis ters were last 
night accused of wrecking any 
chance of prosecuting the mer- 
cenaries at the centre of the 
“arms to Africa" affair. 

Tony Blair and the Foreign 
Secretary, Robin Cook, were 
blamed for making a prosecu- 
tion virtually impossible with 
their comments supporting the 
operation to reinstate the oust- 
ed president of Sierra Leone. 

Customs and Excise yester- 
day announced officially that 
proceedings against Sandline 
International Ltd would not 
go ahead even though it almost 
certainly did breach sanctions ty 
supplying arms to help President 
Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. 

Customs said a six-week in- 
vestigation concluded there 
would be no prosecution 
because “the particular cir- 
cumstances leading up to the 
supply affect the fairness of Che 
case to the extent that any 
prosecution could well fail and 
would certainly not be in the 
public interest". 

This was taken to refer to the 
dose liaison - including a series 
of meetings -between Sandline 
and senior Foreign Office offi- 
cials in advance of the shipment 
of 30 tonnes of weapons and 
ammunition last February. 

Privately, however, sources 


within Customs went further. 
They suggested minis ters were 
even more responsible for the 
decision, supported by the 
Attorney General John Morris, 
than were their officials. 

“Our legal people said they 
believed any prosecution would 
fail once a defence barrister 
referred to the Prime Minister 
describing the matter as a ‘boo 
bah’,” said one source. 

“How could we convince 
the 12 people in ajuiy when the 
Prime Minister said Lhe High 
Commissioner, Peter tenfold, 
had ‘done a superb job'. We 
would not have stood a chance.” 

The source said Mr Cook’s' 
comments supporting the offi- 
cials who met Sandline prior to 
the shipment had added to the 
difficulties. Mr Penfold, who 
closely supported Mr Kabbah, 
and FCO officials named by' 
Sandline as their contacts will 
also not face prosecution. 

The criticism of ministers last 
night added lo feelings that the . 
decision not to prosecute was 
not based simply on whether a 
breach of the UN embargo 
banning Lbe shipment of arms 
to Sierra Leone had occurred. 

Shadow Foreign Secretary 
Michael Howard last night 
accused Mr Cook of a “white- 
wash”. “The Foreign Office 
has become the laughing stock 
of the world," he said. “There 
is no doubt there should be a 


full, urgent and independent 
inquiry. It must ensure that 
the decision-makingm the For- 
eign Office never again plumbs 
such depths." 

Menzies Campbell, Liberal 
Democrat foreign affairs 
spokesman, said not proceeding 
with a prosecution was 
inevitable “as soon as the de- 
scription ‘hoo-hah’ was applied 
to the legitimate interest of 
opposition MPs and the press”. 

During a debate in the Com- 
mons yesterday Mr Copt con- 
firmed that Sir Thomas Legg. 
a former permanent secretary 
at the Lord Chancellor’s De- 
partment ;*isto bead a separate 
inquiry into the possible in- 
volvement of FCO officials. 

Mr Cook yesterday ap- 
peared also to prejudge that in- 
quiry, insisting that SarKfline had 

only had one meeting with 
officials wljen they suggested 
that “someone else was think- 
ing of shipping arms to Siena 
Leone”. The officials told them 
at a meeting on 19 January that 
larch action would not be legal 
he said. 

Sandline, headed by former 
Army officer IT Col Tim Spicer, 
has always insisted it acted law- 
fully and with the approval of 
the Government when sup- 
porting the reinstatement of 
President Kabbah, who was 
ousted in May 1997. It wel- 
comed yesterday’s decision. 



Police knew Lawrence murder * 
witnesses were intimidated 


By Kathy Marios 
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AN ARTICLE following Peter 
Davis's resignation as the Lot- 
tery Regulator (February 4) 
referred to Mr Davis’s evidence 
to the House of Commons 
Public Accounts Committee 
that he had received informa- 
tion from the FBI as part of his 


checks into lottery licence can- 
didates. We also reported the 
FBI's official response, that 
they have no record of any 
checks being carried out on 
behalf of Oflot or Peter Davis. 

Mr Davis has now told us 
that a report was received 


from the FBI, routed through 
diplomatic channels, which 
was also seen by a senior gov- 
ernment lawyer. Mr Davis has 
confirmed that this report , to- 
gether with other checks, 
amounted to a full and prop- 
er vetting of the candidates. 


SENIOR detectives investigat- 
ing the murder of Stephen 
Lawrence knew that witnesses 
were being intimidated to keep 
them from talking to police, and 
believed that the criminal family 
of one of the prime suspects was 
responsible. 

Detective Inspector Benjamin 
Bullock, second in command 
on the murder investigation, 
told the public inquiry into 
Stephen's death that he believed 
<local teenagers bad been threat- 
ened by associates of Gifford 
Norris, a notorious south-east 
London criminal and father of 
David Norris. 

“It came to our notice on 
one occasion that there were 
some people going around, 
warning off people in general on 
the estate," he said. “I believe 


they were connected with the 
Norris father, but I have no 
direct evidence of it" 

David Norris was one of five 
white youths later charged with 
stabbing Stephen to death at a 
bus stop in Elthaxn. south-east 
London, in a racially motivated 
attack in April 1993. None of 
them was ever convicted. 

Det Insp Bullock, who is due 
to retire next year, claimed wit- 
nesses were also deterred from 
opening up to police because of 
the media’s “undue emphasis on 
the racist nature of the attack”. 

“Witnesses were under enor- 
mous pressure from the media 
and the hype of racist attack," 
be said. “It seemed to be the one 
thing repeated, it seemed to take 
the headlines all the time, just 
the racist part.” 

Det Insp Bullock said that 
one of a number of regrets that 


he harboured about the conduct 
of the murder investigation was 
his failure to seek the help of 
Scotland Yard’s Witness Protec- 
tion Scheme. Most of the wit- 
nesses, he said, were “people of 
17, 16 years old who were ob- 
viously frightened and didn't 
want to get involved’*. 

The inquiry was told that 
Det Insp Bullock was given a 
damning professional appraisal 
by Detective Superintendent 
Bill Mellish, the senior officer 
who look over the Lawrence in- 
vestigation in July 1994. 

Det Super Mellish told a 
Police Complaints Authority 
team last year that he found a 
“dispirited and negative team” 
working "in a dreadful envii 
ronment". 

He would have expected a 
good team leader to have tried 
to “rally morale, be tenacious in 


the quest for evidence and 
motivate a tired workforce”, he 
sakL “Iii the event, I found quite . 
the opposite. I cannot recall one 
innovative or positive strategy 
emanating from DI Bullock." " 

Questioned by Edmund Law- - 
son, QQ counsel for the inquiry, 

Det Insp Bullock agreed that $ 
there had been “an unreasonable 
delay” in acting on an early tip 
about the loHers’ identity. But he 
denied that he had shown “lit- 
tle or no interest" in “important 
and specific” information vol- 
unteered by a man who came 
into the police statioroless than 
24 hours after the killing. 

“There was interest, but at 
the time I was up to my eyeballs 
in other things," be said “By the 
time I was free, he had left the 
station. If I have any regret, it 
is that I didn't see that man.“ 

■ The inquiry continues today. 
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GOOD weather may be 
worse for us than bad. Win- 
ter brings disastrous floods, 
mudslides, tornadoes and hur- 
ricanes, but the combined 
toll of death and disease 
caused by hot weather may be 
worse. In Lhe past few days 
good-weather warnings have 
come from three directions. 

On Saturday the worry 
was smog. Hot weather and 
high pressure over the coun- 
try caused a temperature in- 
version in the atmosphere 
that trapped polluted air. A 
spokesman for the National 
Society for Gean Air said: 


“Government surveys suggest 
between 12.000 and 24,000 
people each year die because 
of air pollution." High smog 
and ozone levels can cause 
breathlessness^streaming eyes 
and runny noses. 

The National Eczema So- 
ciety is worried about the ef- 
fects of sun on dry skin. 
Swimming and sunbathing 
can worsen the problem and 
sand may also be an irritant: 
Some eczema sufferers Bud 
sunshine improves their con- 
dition but for others summer 
is a mixed blessing at best. 

The Cancer Research 
Campaign advises' using a 
sunscreen with sun protection 
factor of at least 15 (allowing 
you to stay out 15 times as 
long as if you had no protec- 
tion) if you want to avoid 
problems. They also advise a 
screen which will filter out 
UVA and UVB rays. The 
good news is that weather 
forecasters are looking into 
the possibility of producing 
a standard risk index of sun- 
burn times. If one can be 
agreed, we can look forward 
to the inclusion in weather 
forecasts of suntan risk and 
suncream recommendations. 
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This man is desperate for 
food. Our answer was to 

spend £8m so that eight 
world leaders (and their 
wives) could talk about him 




The menu at a function hosted by Cherie Biair for the wives of the G8 leaders in Birmingham, and right, a man begging for food in Timbuktu, Mali, one of the nations afflicted by Third World debt 
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THOUSANDS of miles from 
Birmingham the people of Mali 
knew nothing of the grand 
meeting of First World leaders 
. last weekend who gathered, 
with their, wives and entourages 
- running into thousands, to dis- 
cuss the global economy. 

The man .begging for 
moisels in the picture, like mD~ 
lions more in Africa, can expect 
; a life that is poor, under-nour- 
; ished and short. He illustrates 
graphically, awfully, the gravi- 

■ ty of Third World poverty. 

These were the poor peoples 

• debt relief campaigners had in 
1 mind when they demanded that 

the leaders- of the World’s in- 
; dustrialzsed nations cut debts 
: owed by the poorest countries 
: to the West 

They received a few foie 
words and little else from the 
summit in Birmingham where 
the wining, dining and diplo- 

• macy cost the kind of huge sums 

• that would have saved thou- 
; sands of lives. 

Birmingham, by contrast, s 

■ • veryhappy. The summit has put 

it on the map and pumped an 
f : estimated £10-1 lm into the city 
' economy. Of that, more than 
£8m was accounted for by the 
Foreign Office's budget for the 
/*■; event - courtesy of the British 
taxpayer. Another £2. 6m was 
- i spent on hotels, £600,000-plus 
i; on food and drinkanrt£380,000 
j. in thexily’s shops. 


Andrew Simms, of Christian 
Aid, said yesterday: The cost 
of the summit could have pro- 
vided a basic healthcare pack- 
age for more than 1 milli on 
people in the least developed 
countries for a year. 

“The summit might have 
been money well-spent if it bad 
delivered progress on the core 
issues of meeting human needs. 
But that was exactly what it did 
not do." 

Thke the £2 that Bill Qin- 
ton’s pint in the Malt House pub 
would have cost. Ann Pettifor, 
director of the Jubilee 2000 
coalition of aid agencies, char- 
ities and churches campaigning 
for debt relief, said £2 a person 
a year in Mozambique would 
save the lives of 600 children 
and the 15 women who die in 
childbirth every day. 

“We didn't begrudge the 
President his pint But to accept 
the present debt relief scheme, 
as do Gin ton and Blair, is to say 
it is acceptable for these women 
and children to die in order to 
pay debts,” die said. 

International summitry is 
big business. An economic im- 
pact study carried out by Birm- 
ingham city council estimated 
the amount of money spent in 
the city for the summit was well 
over £10m. 

The council's leader, There- 
sa Stewart, said the summit 
had done the city a tremendous 
amount of good. T have been 
informed that we will be very 


well placed when it comes to 
choosing a stage for future 
heads of state gatherings." 

Her deputy, Bryan Bird, 
added: “As a city, we raised our- 
self a couple of notches in es- 
teem. We established 
Birmingham on the world stage 
- this was the weekend when 
Birmingham arrived." 

It had done everything to be 
ready. On top of more than a 
decade of inper-city regenera- 
tion, renovation programmes on 
the Council House, the City 
council's headquarters, were 
brought forward to help the city 
look its best. They planted their 
flower beds earlier than usual 
and laid on street entertainment 
in an £800,000 programme to 
make sure world leaders saw the 
best of Birmingham. Glorious 
sunshine helped. 

TbnyBJair, in his concluding 
summit statement, thanked the 
city for its “extraordinary and 
stunning display". 

“There is no doubt this is 
now a major international cetn 
tre," he said. 

Bir mingham is now assess- 
ing the final impact At the For- 
eign Office officials are adding 
up the final figures, too, but 
hope the summit will have cost 
less than the FOP'S £83 ra bud- 
get- ‘ 

The Commonwealth heads 
of state conference in Edin- 
burgh and the Asia Europe 
Meeting (A5EM) in London in 
April both came in under bud- 


get “We went to extraordinary 
lengths to make it a good val- 
ue-for-money su mmi t. We 
raised over £500,000 in spon- 
sorship,” a spokeswoman said. 

Rover provided a fleet of 100 
vehicles and were credited as a 
sponsor, though the company 
would provide no details of 
what money was involved. “It’s 
a prestige thing, obviously,” a 
spokesman said Canon, Fujit- 
su and Dell, the computer com- 
pany helped with photocopiers 
and other technical equipment 
for the media centre. 

Both for the delegates’ con- 
cert at the Symphony Hall and 
a parallel people's concert, 
artists from Lionel Richie to 
Mick Hucknall are understood 
to have given their services for 
free. 

The . Royal Shakespeare 
Company, too, said it was 
“pleased" to have provided an 
evening's entertainment for the 
GS leadere’ wives. *T think it was 
seen as an honour," a spoke- 
woman said 

A consortium including the 
BBC welcomed the world’s 
press with a lavish party in the 
city’s Brindley Place develop- 
ment of bars and restaurants. 
Organiser Mike Owen, a Birm- 
ingham PR consultant, said: 
“I'd seen it done in America. 
Welcoming the media isn’t es- 
sential, but if you’ve got these 
people here you ought to show 
them the city.” 

Everyone looked and saw 


that Bir mingham was booming 
Yet the comfortable aura of suc- 
cess did not embrace everyone. 
Tbny Juniper, of Friends of the 
Earth, was furious at the large 
numbers of vehicles used to 
shuttle the leaders around the 
city. 

And most unhappy of all 
were the debt relief campaign- 
ers who want greater action to 
reduce the debts of the poorest 
countries. 


They argue that the current 
debt relief scheme for the Heav- 
ily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) is inadequate, because 
it will do nothing alleviate 
poverty. They believe it is mere- 
ly concerned with getting such 
countries into a position where 
they are able to pay their debts. 

Jean-Loufe Sarbfc, vice-pres- 
ident of the World Bank, told 
American journalists: “It’s not 
really wiping off the debt It’s 


just making sure these countries 
remain good credit risks 
The final summit commu- 
nique endorsed the relief 
scheme but gave no targets for 
getting the poorest countries to 
qualify for debt relief under the 
scheme. The commitment was 
even weaker than the Mauritius 
mandate proposed by Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor, last 
year, which called for three- 
quarters of the poorest coun- 


tries to be in the scheme by 

2000 . 

Jessica Woodroffe, of the 
World Development Move- 
ment, said: “If Tbny Blair bad 
gat the G8 to commit to a mean- 
ingful package of debt, cancel- 
lation, be would have made his 
mark as a world leader and 
touched the lives of m aliens,” 
adding that it had turned into 
exactly the kind of talking shop 
he said that he wanted to avoid. 


Midland Bank pk is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority and only advises on its own life assurance, pensions and unit busts. CG/S5 


j&m 



Liver 


Heart 


Brain 


lleneath debt 




^ ,TTffi f JlOm spent on the sum- 

Jiintr. ia.-B Srmmgham would gO * 

m Mali, one of the 
• iWuntries -whose outstretched 


. Wbl^UXUCU UJ 

« t. ; fjs pf the GS this weekend. 

... Jtwtsjfcof tiie hottest coun- 
g- ■! tries in tlfe.woiid. It is also one 
‘ . ’^of the very poorest Aman has 
^.^avei^fift^jectanqrof 43. 
. •' -? } Tvo-thin&of its people lave no 
... .C iaccesstosajfewater. Almost 80 
• / ^ /per cent -.rf -its women are 
/TV HEterata. >/. 

■ if ; .■ Its.peojifeTive off a meagre 
" .£*jEet of toOkst* rice and sugar. 
&-”Qoe in 10 of its children die be- 

f Nfeice they reach there first birth- 
airy . People, on average, have 
V. vJ ffes than 50 pence a day to live 
an - and yet each one of them 
•I//-- owes about-fafi, in theory, to 
• . the world’s richest nations. . 
v MaJi is -a 1 country of fea- 


tureless desert in which the 
sands of the Sahara creep at a 
speed of about 20 miles per 
year. Cities like the legendary 
Timbuktu, where people are hy- 
■ing to eke out the barest form - 
of survival, have long since suc- 
cumbed to the onslaught of tens 
of thousands of tonnes of sand. • 

But the desert is creeping 
into land which once sustained 
sparse agriculture or livestock. 
Aid workers ‘in Bamako, the 
capital, when I was last there a 

decade ago, had grand schemes 

to dig 35,000 wells across the 
country with trees planted 
around them to fix fir® 

Such notions have long been 
abandoned in the face of the 
country’s debt. It is a debt which 
most economists concede it can 
never repay. Ten years on, the 
country still needs wells. 
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Sobbing mother cleared of killing 


By Ian Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

“YOU don't know what you 
have done to me. You really 
don’t,” she wailed. The an- 
guished cry of Julie Yv^ns in the 
Court of Appeal yesterday sig- 
nalled her recognition that a 
nightmarish experience at the 
hands of the law was finally over. 

A woman who by every ac- 
count was a “devoted mother”, 
had been charged noth the mur- 
der of her hugely-handicapped 
14-moQth-aId daughter. Abigail, 
who died when her breathing 
tube became disconnected 
while her mother was at her 
bedside. 

At her trial last September, 
the judge had said Mrs Watts 
bad carried a burden of “awe- 
some proportions”. Yet she was 
found guilty, not of murder 
but manslaughter, and given an 
18-month sentence, suspended 
for two years. 

Yesterday, after eight 
months of having her awesome 
burden replaced by the shame 


of a conviction for killing her 
own child, three Court of Ap- 
peal judges finally cleared her 
name. Outside the court and 
comforted by her husband An- 
drew, who had been with her 
throughout the hearing, she 
said: “This whole thing should 
never have happened,” she sakL 
“No one could ever imagine 
what we have been through and 
how much our lives have been 
destroyed-” 

Mrs Witts, 32, whose dedi- 
cation was such that she often ar- 
gued with doctors over her 
daughter's treatment, was due to 
lake her home on 27 July, 1995. 

Her trial beard that after tak- 
ing luggage to Lhe family car she 
returned shouting: “It's Abfcy, 
help, help.” The child’s breath- 
ing monitor, which was de- 
signed to sound an alarm if she 
was in difficulty, was switched 
off and the tracheotomy tube, 
which should have been se- 
cured by three double knots, was 
lying in her cot 

The trial judge, Mr Justice 
Sachs, told Mrs Watts. “What 


you did was seriously wrong and 
lest anyone thinks that the 
manner I am dealing with you 
indicates any approval of eu- 
thanasia or anything of that 
kind, they are in error.” 

But at yesterday's appeal, 
counsel for Mrs Whtts, Richard 
Henriques QC, said there was 
a “real possibility” that the 
tube had been removed by an 
unknown third party. 

He told the court “Abigail’s 
appearance was such that a 
stranger may have felt intense 
fedings directed towards the ap- 
parent helplessness of her plight 

“This was a child who could 
not see,, nor hear, nor swallow, 
nor smil e, aged 14 months. 

Giving judgment, Lord Jus- 
tice Swinton Thomas spoke of 
“absolutely overwhelming” ev- 
idence that Mrs Watts was “a 
completely devoted mother to 
Abigail”. There was no direct 
evidence to connect the moth- 
er with the removal of the tra- 
cheotomy tube and the 
prosecution case at trial was cir- 
cumstantial. 


Julie Watts. The Court of Appeal praised her as a ‘devoted mother 1 . She spoke of ‘lives destroyed' by the prosecution 
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Undertaker charged with 
cremating wrong woman 

AN undertaker is to appear in court after a 58-year-old woman 
was wrongly cremated and a 97-year-old woman buried in her 
place by mistake. 

David Turner, 54, of Thetford, Norfolk, will appear before 
Thetford magistrates on 2 July, charged with breaches of the 
1902 burial and cremation Acts, police said. 

An exhumation last week showed that Edith Kemp, 97, was 
lying in what was thought to be the grave of Sheila Gent, 58, 
at Fulmodestone, Norfolk. 

Both women lived in Thetford and were laid out ur Mr Turn- 
er’s funeral parlour after dying within a day of each other in 
December 1996. 

Union sets BBC strike days 

BECTU, the largest union in the BBC has warned the cor- 
poration that its 6,500 members will strike on 4 June and 9 
June in action that will disrupt drama, soaps and World Cup 
coverage. 

Ballots conducted by the broadcasting union at the week- 
end revealed that more than 70 per cent of its members sup-, 
ported a series of one-day walkouts over disputes with BBC 
management. JBectu estimates that around 10,000 BBC staff will 
turn out for the two days of industrial action. Its members are 
predominantly “behind the camera” technicians and crew. 

Bectu members are also to be balloted at London Week- 
end Television at the end of next week on possible strike ac- 
tion over a 3 per cent pay rise imposed by the company. Bectu 
plans to lobby MPs about the gradual privatisation of public 
sendee broadcasting during a march on the House of Com- 
mons on 9 June. Janine Gibson 

Lies covered whale slaughter 

RUSSIAN and Japanese whalers slaughtered almost 10 times 
more sperm whales than they admitted officially before the 
practice was banned In 1986, according to new figures. 

Up to 70,000 sperm whales - the largest animals on Earth 
-were illicitly hunted down between 1949 and 1971, data pre- 
sented to the International Whaling Commission (IWC) shows. 
The killings were covered up with “deliberate” lies by the Japan- 
ese and KGB threats to Russian scientists, claimed the En- 
vironmental Investigation Agency (EIA), based in London. 
It said this shows commercial whaling cannot be controlled, 
and should not be allowed to restart. Charles Arthur 

£280,000 damages for leg 

A MARKS & Spencer sales assistant whose leg had to be am- 
putated after an accident at work was yesterday awarded 
£280,000 damages at the High Court against the company. 

A metal grille fell and struck Lhe left shin of Karen Gower, 
23, at the company's store in Felixstowe, Suffolk, in September 
1991 . The bruising injury triggered a reflex sympathetic dystrophy 
(RSD), and three years later, the leg was amputated. A year 
after that, Ms Gower was walking on crutches when she fell and 
siruck her right knee: now she risks losing that leg as welL 

Diana fund acts to ban dolls 

THE Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund yesterday 
launched legal action in the Uaitcd States in an attempt to stop 
the S3Je of unauthorised “Diana dolls” and other merchandise. 

It has filed a complaint in California against the Franklin Mint 

Leading article, page 22 
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Mayfair fine art auction house is latest British trophy asset’ to be snapped up by a foreign 


Frenchman 

pays £721 m 
Christie’s 


investor 



Nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 


CHRISTIE’S International, the auc- 
tion house with a history stretching 
back more than 200 years, itself fell 
under the hammer yesterday when 
it was sold to a French billionaire. 

Francos Pinault one of France's 
wealthiest businessmen, who also 
owns the Chateau La Lour vineyard 
and the Colorado ski resort of Vhfl, 
is paying £721 in for Christie’s, where 
he is a regular customer. 

The auction house, established in 
1766, is the latest in a series of British 
“trophy assets” snapped up recent- 
ly by foreign investors. It follows the 
sale of the Savoy hotel group to an 
American company and the im- 
pending sale of Rolls-Royce Motors 
. to either BMW or Volkswagen of 
Germany. 

However, a spokesman for Mr 
Pinault denied that the sale might af- 
fect London's position as one of the 
world’s lop art centres along with 
New York. Mr Pinault’s company 
Artemis, which conducted the deal 
plans to keep the Christie’s board of 
directors in place and they will still 
.. run the company from the head of- 
-\fice in London. 

But the new owner will talm ad- 
vantage of the liberalisation of the 
French art sales market, due to go 
through this summer. Currently 
dominated by 400 licensed Auction 
houses, which are all French, the 
market will be opened up to in- 
ternational competition. “Paris will 
become an important market but it 
won’t match New York or London’s 
expertise,” one art expert said. 

Mr Pinault said: “There is a sig- 
nificant opportunity for Christie’s as 
a private business as the trade in 
works of art continues to grow 
arouncJ the world.” ... 

In lhe.City, analysis said Mr Pin- 
auh had paid a full price and that the 
art market might be affected by the 
economic turmoil in the Far East 
which is reducing demand and by the 
lack of large single art collections now 
available. . 

1 But Guy Bell, an analyst at the 
stockbroker Beeson Gregory, said ; 
“Christie’s-bas always been a target 
People are interested in it because 
it’s a bit of a trophy buy.” 

Mr Pinault acquired a 29 per cent 
stake in Christie's earlier this month 
from Joe Lewis, the Bahamas-based. 


investor who himself tried to buy the 
. whole of the company only a few 
months ago - although at a much 
lower price. 

From its. origins in 1766, 
Christie's has grown to become a 
powerhouse in the world art market, 

locked in a fierce bailie with arch ri- 
val Sotheby’s which is controlled 
from the United States. It recently 
overtook Sotheby’s to claim the top 
spot in art sales, although Sotheby's 
is still more profitable. 

In the art market recession ear- 
lier in the decade, Christie's slashed 
its workforce by nearly one-quarter 
and even replaced some of its art ex- 
perts in top positions with bankers 
and businessmen. The fruits of the 
changes were slow to appear but 
Christie’s ended last year with pre- 
tax profits of £35m. 

Christie’s first sale was on 5 De- 
cember 1766 in PaH Mall and h went 
on to conduct some of the world's 
greatest auctions of the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Among them was a ne- 
gotiated sale of British prime min- 
ister Sir Robert Walpole's p aintin g 
collection to the R ussian tsarina 
Catherine the Great 

Christie’s currently offers sales in 
more than 80 separate categories, 
which indude all areas of the foe and 
decorative arts, collectibles, wine, 
stamps, motor cars and even sunken 
cargo. Christie's has handled some 
of the 'world's best-known sales. 
These have included the auction of 
the dress collection of Diana, 
Princess of Wiles, last June - one of 
the gowns, a blue silk and velvet, sold 
for $200,000 (£125,000) - and the 
Loeb collection in New York which- 
raised £57m from works by artists 
such as Cezanne and Manet 

Others sales have included: 

W Portrait duDrGachet, by Vincent 
Van Gogh, sold for $82 .5m- at 
Christie's New York in 1990. 

■ The red slippers worn by Judy Gar- 
land in The Wizard of Oz film, 
fetched $165,000 at Christie’s New 
York in 1988. 

■A big egg-shaped pearl, called “La 
Regente,” made $864,280 at 
Christie’s Geneva in 1988. 

■AStdff bear, dubbed “Tfeddy Girl’’ 
fetched £110,000 in 1994. 

■ A bottle of 1787 Cbfiteau Lafite 
wine, sold for £105,000 in 1985. The 
bottle was engraved with Thomas Jef- 
ferson’s initials, “Th J”, which added 
to the value. 




Pinault, 61: Started career lurking at edge of bankruptcy courts 


Sold - to the rich 
man from Brittany 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


Lord Hindlip (left), Christie's chairman, and the finance director Peter Blythe Photograph: Brendan Corr 


FRANCE is. famously, a capitalist 
cotmuy without capitalists. But there 
are exceptions and the exceptions tend 
to be veiy capitalist indeed. 

Francois Knault, 61, the diminu- 
tive Breton who has just bought 
Christie’s, started out with his father’s 
small rural lagging business 35 years 
ago. He now controls a global busi- 
ness empire worth an estimated 
£15ba stretching from the ski slopes 
of Vail, Colorado, to the Chateau La- 
tour vineyards in the Medoc, to the 
FNAC record, books and electrical 
stores, to the Prisunic and Prin temps 
department stores. 

In the classic French fashion, the 
holdings are arranged in a “cas- 
cade”, or series of loosely interlock- 
ing boxes, with the Artemis holding 
company at the centre. 

In one respect, Mr Pinault is a true 
exception to the French rule. Unlike 
other Gallic empire-builders such as 
Bernard Arnault ofLVMH, he is not 
a 9ckm of the pohtko-bureaucraiic es- 
tablishment in Paris. He never at- 
tended any of the Site educational 
establishments; he never even passed 
his baccalaureate. He started his ca- 
reer by lurking on the edges of the 
bankruptcy courts, picking up foiling 
businesses cheap. 

' In another sense,’ Mr Pinault is a 
classic entrepreneur of the French 
type, a man who has made good by 
understanding how to operate with- 
in the ponderous complexities, van- 
ities and favouritisms of the French 
state and political system. 

In the late Eighties, be abruptly 
moved up several divisions to the na- 
tional and then the international 
league. For 20 years he has been a 
close friend of President Jacques 
Chirac: a friendship which is said to 
have boosted his career in 1986-88 
when Mr Chirac was prime minister 
and Mr Pinault made his first big in- 


dustrial acquisitions, picking up 
struggling companies with state aid. 

“Pinault knew at each Sage all the 
details of what his competitors were 
offe ring, " a senior civil servant told the 
French magazine Le Pant. Allegations 
of this kind - nothing dearly illegal 
hut ninny things which have left a bad 
taste - have followed Mr Pinault. He 
was a great beneficiary of the lunatic 
expansions of the state-owned bank 
Credit Lyonnais in the late Eighties 
and early Nineties. When Credit Ly- 
onnais, a great investor in US junk 
bonds, was forced to sell out in 1992, 

* Pinault bought most of the bonds - 
witha soft loan from Crfidfit Lyonnais. 

Some of his US acquisitions have 
tripled and quadrupled in value since 
then; they did not cost him a centime. 
Similarly dubious circumstances sur- 
rounded his acquisition of the An 
Prin temps stores in 1991. He bought 
' another chain, Co nfo r ama , for £450m; 
sold it to Printemps for £460m six 
months later and in lieu of cash took 
two-thirds of the Printemps shares, in 
effect buying two companies for the 
price of one. 

At the same time friends describe 
Mr Pinault as cultured and, in his 
own way, a man of principle. From 
a chance meeting when they were 
both young, he has always vehe- 
mently detested another Breton, 
Jean-Marie Le Pbn, leader of the for- - 
right National Front He gave a large 
amount of money to the philosopher 
and film-maker Bernard Henri-Levy 
for his work on behalf of Bosnia. 

Why the interest in Christie’s? Mr 
Pinault has built up a valuable col- 
lection of modern art; some see the 
acquisition as a bobby. Others point 
to the deregulation of the French auc- 
tion market which will give huge op- 
portunities. to international firms 
such as Christie’s and Sotheby’s. 

It would appeal to Mr Pinault’s 
sense of humour to own the blue-chip 
“British" firm invading the French 
market 
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Supergun 

‘vendetta* 



cost £1 m 


By Ian BurraR 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


MORE tban £lm of taxpayer’s 
money has been spent on a 
failed government prosecution 
linked to the Iraqi supergun af- 
fair, despite a warning from 
Labour in opposition that the 
case amounted to a “sordid po- 
litical vendetta”. 

The action brought by the 
Department of Hade and In- 


born the collapsed arms com- 
pany Astra was denounced yes- 
terday as “a debacle”. 

While in opposition, Michael 

Meacher, the environment min- 
ister, wrote to the then President 
of the Board of trade, Michael 
Heseltine, calling the case a 
“vendetta", and an “example of 
die use of an administrative pro- 
cedure for the purposes of po- 
litical victimisation”. 

Yet since the last election the 
prosecution has been vigor- 
ously pursued by DTI officials. 
Yesterday it collapsed in court 
after Margaret Beckett, now 
President of the Board ofTrade, 
formally agreed to drop pro- 
ceedings. Costs were awarded 
against the DTI, although the 
judge praised Mrs Beckett for 
intervening to drop the case. 

But the fact that the case was 
continued for nearly a year af- 
ter Labour came to power will 
raise further questions about the 
relationship between ministers 
and their o fficials. 

The DTI had sought to dis- 
qualify Gerald James, John 
Anderaon, Christopher Gumb- 
ley and James Miller as com- 
pany directors. All bad worked 
for the arms company Astra. 

The Government was aware 
that the Meacher letter, a copy 
of which has been obtained by 
The Independent, would be pro- 
duced as defence evidence. 

It has also emerged that 
DTI officials handling the case 
tried to withhold a letter written 
on behalf of the department’s 
own inspectors, recommend- 


ing that no prosecution be 
brought against Mr James and 
two of the directors. 

The document was finally 
disclosed to the defence in No- 
vember. Mis Beckett decided to 
drop the case last month after 
the judge asked DTI lawyers for 
assurances that she had per- 
sonally considered the case. 

The DTI’s case against the 
Astra directors began in 1994 
and followed the collapse of the 
company two years earlier after 
its decision to purchase PRB, an 
ailing Belgian munitions firm. 

The directors later argued 
that the acquisition of PRB had 
been at the behest of the British 
government, which was seeking 
to frustrate the Iraqi supergun 
project, to which the Belgian 
company was supplying pro- 
pellant. It was later revealed that 
Stephan Kock, a member of the 
Astra board, was working for the 
British intelligence services. 

Astra was also found to have 
been supplying arms to Iran in 
contravention of a government 
arms embargo. The former Tbiy 
ministe r. Jonathan Aitken, had 
been a non-executive director 
of the company and a back- I 
bench MP at the time. He de- 
nied knowledge of the deals. 

Ms Meacher said in his let- 
ter that Astra has collapsed 
because “the MoD and the se- 
curity services in particular 
were anxious to remove all 
trace of their involvement [in il- 
legal arms deals]”. 

He said it was “patentfy 
capricious to 1 hound the Astra 
directors” when there had been 
no DTI inquiries into other fi- 
nancial disasters such as the 
Maxwell scandal and the Lloyds 
insurance collapse. 

Kevin Robinson, Mr James's 
solicitor, said yesterday: “If, as 
we suspect, Mr Meacher has in- 
tervened be should be praised. 
However, questions must be 
asked as to whether Mis Beck- 
ett was folly briefed by her of- 
ficials on proceedings that were 
brought in her own name.” 
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Bafta applauds cutting-edge comedy 


By Paul McCann 

Media Editor 


The BBC’s cutting-edge 
comedies The Fast Show and 
I’m Alan Partridge secured 
establishment credentials last 
night when they won four 
awards at the television 
Baftas in London. 

Paul Whhehouse, the co- 
writer and producer of The 
Fast Show who won British 
Comedy and Royal Television 
Society awards last year, 
picked up the best light 
entertainment performance 
award as well as a best light 
entertainment series prize for 
the show itself. 

The comedian Steve 


Coogan won the best comedy 
performance award for his 
suspiciously plausible 
portrayal of sad Norwich DJ 
Alan Partridge in Fm Alan 
Partridge. The series also won 
the best comedy show award. 

D amelia Nardini won the 
best actress for her role as 
Anna in This Life, BBC 2’s 
cult drama about twenty- 
something lawyers which 
ended after two series - and 
some controversy - last 
August Ms Nardini beat 
Miranda Richardson, who 
was nominated for her role in 
Channel 4’syl Dance to the 
Music of Time, Francesca 
A nnis, for Reckless, and last 
year’s Cannes Festival best 



actress Kathy Burke, who was 
nominated for Tom Jones. 

The best actor award went 
to Simon Russell Beale for .4 
Dance to the Music of Time. 
He beat Bafta’s film award- 
winner Robert Carlyle, who 


was nominated for the 
whimsical drama Hamish 
Macbeth , and his Full Monty 
co-star Tbm Wilkinson, who 
won best supporting actor at 
the film Baftas. For the first 
time Bafta has tills year 
separated its television awards 
from the film prizes which 
were handed out last month. 

The best drama series 
award went to BBC l’s 
comedy-drama Jonathan 
Creek, which W3S created by 
One Foot in the Grove writer 
David Rcnwick and Susan 
Belbin. The best drama serial 
went to Tbny Marchant's 
hard-hitting portrait of 
London, Holding On, which 
starred Phil Daniels. 


The best factual 
programme award went to . 
The Nazis - a Warning From 
History. The current affairs 
and journalism award went to 
Panorama for “Valentina's 
Story”, a harrowing child’s- 
eye view of the Rwandan 
genocide. 

The BBC dominated the 
awards, winning most of the 
categories, but ITV’s honour 
was salvaged by the South 
Bank Show, which won the 
Huw Weldon arts programme 
award for its profile of 
Gilbert and George. It was 
also rescued by the readers of 
the Radio Times who voted .4 
Touch of Frost the winner of 
the Lew Grade Award. 
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DIRECT LINE, om&af ihc 
UICs best-known insures, » to 
take on the AA and RAC with ' 
■the launch of its own road ie- . 
co ve&y an n. Direct LineJ&scne. 

• . • fthopes fo .benefit|tdfai titfc 
dispute between the AA and 
RAC that followed the £ AQs . 
decision to sell its motoring or- 
ganisati ou,a dealwhicfawifl bet 
£35,(XXHoreach of tboH.000- 
methbers . of the FAC’s Ball ' 
Mall dub; - 

Direct line hopes a derision ' 
to “personalise” quotes - or to - ' 
charge customers according to 
age and post code -w31 help it . 
undercut market leadeis ty as 

much as 50percent It was “vwy 

pleased” with: its first day of 
business, and had been selling 
policies at the rate of two every 
minute. It did not have to an- 
swer any call-outs ye&eiday - 
time will tell whether the insurer 
manages to meet its ambitious 
target of reaching customers 
yirhin an average of 35 minutes.. 

It hopes pridng and mar- 
keting techniques learnt in the 
insurance market' will give it an 
edge in the recovery business. 
Customers with newer cars 
based in more affluent areas are 
likely to do best under Direct 
Line’s pi ans to tailor quotes ac- 
cording to individual /circum- 
stance. The company said it . 
would not refuse -to provide, 
higher-risk customers with 
quotes. 

The RAC said “It’s almost 
discrimination against young 
people who might not be able 
to afford particularly good cars 
or who may not live in the.best . 
area. We don't discriminate on 
age or vehicle. I can’t see the 
benefit of doing it that way.” 
The RAC works on a “flat fee” 

- once a customer chooses an 
RAC product, they pay the 

same, irrespective of age or ad- 
dress, although there is a “no- 
claims” discount which applies 
on one of its services. 

In contrast to the AA and 
RAC, Direct Line will not have, 
a nationwide patrol but will use 
a network of independent 
garages it is sharing with Europ 
Assist, an existing player in the' 
market 
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Modest promise to treat more patients could prove a serious embarrassment at the next general election 

Waiting list 


confounds 

Labour 


By Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

HOSPITAL waiting lisls may yet 
turn out to be the rode on 
which the Labour Government 
founders, in spite of plans to 
spend billions more to solve the 
problem. 

The spectre of a queue -of 
NHS patients snaking ever fur- 
ther into the distance as the next 
election approaches is one that 
haunts ministers. What seemed 
a modest pre-election pledge — 
to cut the queue by less than 10 
per cent — has become a burden 
and an embarrassment 

Worse, it may be unachiev- 
able. In the four years from 
1990-91 to 1994-95 the annnaj 
number of NHS patients treat- 
ed rose by 800,000 as hospitals, 
feeling the beat of the liny NHS 
market, cranked up productiv- 
ity. Yet waiting lists rase during 
the same period by 100,000, just 
as they did in the first nine 
months of this government. 

Where did all the extra pa- 
tients come from? A look at the 
referral patterns delivers an in- 
stant answer. GPs increased 
the proportion of patients they 
referred to a specialist by almost 
a third. In 1990-91, they referred 
just over 5.5 million patients to 
hospital. In 1994-95 this figure 
had grown to over 73 mil? inn. 

In four years, ahnoa two mil- 
lion extra patients were crowd- 
ing into out-patient clinics, half 
finding their way on to waiting 
lists. Richard Hamblin, a re- 
searcher at the King’s Fund, the 
health policy think-tank which 
priblisbed the figures in the 
Health Service Journal, says 

Waiting lists in England 

mo* . 

1,200- — : ; 


there are two explanations: ei- 
ther GPs were spoiling more 
people with the same degree of 
need whom they had not pre- 
viously referred or specialists 
were lowering their thresholds 
and offering operations to less 
sick people, or both. 

It appears that as hospitals 
increased their work rales, doc- 
tors saw the opportunity to get 
more patients treated and 
upped their referral rates. 

Waiting times have remained 
at an average of around 13-14 
weeks since the 1960s, despite 
a doubling of the numbers on 
the lists. The faster patients are 
treated from the waiting lists, 
the faster new patients are 
added to them. 

Mr Hamblin says this implies 
that there may be a waiting time 
acceptable to GPS and special- 
ists. “If increases in activity 
seem likely to reduce waiting 
lists to below this level they re- 
fer more patients. List size and 
activity levels remain in equi- 
librium to ensure that waiting 
timfts r pmam unchanged " 

Throwing money at the 
problem — the Secretary of 
State for Health, Frank Dobson, 
has allocated £320m to the task 
in England this year — may 
yield short-term gains but will 
ultimately aggravate the prob- 
lem. As doctors become aware 
that waiting lists are shrinking 
they will refer more patients. 

Labour's second term could 
depend on whether ministers 
can time the short-term dip in 
the lists to coincide with the next 
election before they start to 
grow again, as they inevitably 
wflL 







Diane Coyle: There need be no waiting lists. They are only one of many possfole indicators of excess demand for health care’ Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 

C Cut queues, but rationing will remain ? 




FOR some conditions there is 
no NHS waiting list at all. 
Birth is one of them. I'm seven 
months' pregnant and happy to 
report that I will get a hospi- 
tal bed and midwife when I 
need them in July, and not a 
year later. 

Nor is this the only list-free 
area of health care. For all the 
horror stories about patients 
being ferried from one hospi- 
tal to another in search of treat- 
ment, accident and emergency 
care is almost always there on 
demand. So is treatment for 
acute illnesses. 

This just goes to show that 
there need be no waiting lists 
at alL They are only one of 
many possible indicators of 
excess demand for health care. 

But equally, making people 
queue is sometimes the best 
way of parcelling out scarce re- 
sources. The Government has 
got itself hung up on a single 


Diane Coyle, Economics Editor, explains why her pregnancy 
has convinced her that there is no need for waiting lists 


sound bite indicator that fitted 
nicely on its pledge card but is 
not the only or even best way 
of earing rationing in the NHS. 

For the bottom line is that, 
despite the extra cash 
wrenched out of the Chancel- 
lor for health spending, there 
is still going to be rationing. In 
my case, it takes the form of 
tediously long visits to a di- 
lapidated ante-natal clinic with 
too few doctors. For the 
unfortunates waiting in a busy 
casualty department it mighL 
mean lying on a trolley in the 
corridor, and for others it 
means waiting six months for 
an operation. 

Frank Dobson's waiting list 
war is dishonest as long as he 
does not acknowledge the hard 
arithmetic that underlies health 


polity. It is not that It is a com- 
pletely misguided target After 
all, 13 million people, 2 per 
cent of the population, are 
waiting for hospital treatment 
No doubt he will get these num- 
bers down, too, if that is where 
the new money is directed. 

But" the Government 
should acknowledge that oth- 
er indicators of the quality of 
NHS treatment matter too: the 
length of wait for different con- 
ditions, for example, or the 
quality of care received, or fee 
end results such as mortality 
rates and the general health of 
the population. 

To focus on the size of the 
lists alone will produce the 
kinds of ritewed results that are 
typical of bureaucratic plan- 
ning. Just as the fact that out- 


put in fee Soviet Union was 
measured by the weight of 
goods produced meant radios 
were manufactured with a 
brick in fee middle, measuring 
NHS success by cutting wait- 
ing lists will push the rationing 
elsewhere in the system, such 
as even shorter stays or ad- 
mitting fewer patients on to 
hospital waiting lists. 

The real polity issue is 
how much more the Govern- 
ment is willing to cut from 
other expenditure or raise 
through taxation to finance a 
big increase in NHS re- 
sources. Growth in demand 
for health care outpaces in- 
comes: the technology im- 
proves in more and more 
expensive ways, people’s ex- 
pectations rise and fee ageing 


of the population imposes 
additional burdens. 

As a result, real spending on 
health grew 3 per cent a year 
on average for IS years under 
the Conservatives. It would 
take a very generous increase 
in the NHS budget - well over 
£10bn in cash terms - for the 
next three years just to match . 
the Tory pace of growth, and 
even that was not enough to 
keep voters happy. 

Until fee Government ad- 
mits this, and stops pretending 
that lopping 100,(XX) off the 
numbers waiting for treatment 
is a cure-all for fee ills of the 
NHS, those who can afford it 
will continue taking out private 
medical insurance or paying for 
routine treatments. If we fall 
for the pretence that getting 
waiting lists down will mark the 
end of rationing by numbers, 
we will just end up with ra- 
tioning by price instead. 
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Picasso 
case man 
jailed for 
3 years 


FORMER cat burglar Peter 
Scott was yesterday jailed for 
three and a half years for his 
part in a plot to sell a stolen 
£750,000 Picasso painting. 

Scott, 67, who had neued an 
estimated £30m since fee Thir- 
ties, was supposed to have “re- 
tired” from crime 10 years ago 
to become a celebrity tennis 
coach. But be could not resist one 
last crime when T ite de Fanme 
came his way following an armed 
robbery at the Lefevre Gallery 
in Mayfair, central London, m 
March last year, Snaresbrook 
Crown Court was told. 

Scott, who numbered Sophia 
Loren, Elizabeth Taylor, Judy 
Garland. Mia Farrow, Ginger 
Rogers and Zsa Zsa Gabor 
among bis victims, breathed a 
sigh of relief as he heard his fate. 
He bad told reporters he ex- 
pected to receive up to six years. 

Judge Andrew Brooks told 
him and his accomplice. Ronald 
Spring, 70, who received a two- 
year sentence suspended for 24 
months, that what they had 
doae was so “grave and serious” 
that there was no alternative to 
custodial sentences. 

“There is evidence to suggest 
that there is a growing and active 
market for stolen art of a very 
hi gh value in tins country and, I 
dare say, abroad, and this type 
of offence has become preva- 
lent,” the judge said. He was told 
that Scott had served a total of 
22 years in previous sentences. 

Minutes before the jury was 
due to consider its verdict fol- 
lowing a five-day trial, Scott, of 
Islington, north London, en- 
tered a guilty plea to conspir- 
ing to handle the masterpiece. 

Property dealer Spring, who 
agreed to dispose of fee paint- 
ing for Scott, admitted his guilt 
at the outset The former legal 
executive, of Southgate, north 
London, who was an-ested try- 
ing to sell fee masterpiece to an 
undercover officer seven days 
after it bad been stolen, agreed 
to help snare his partner in 
crime in a police sting. 

Spring, who handled Scott’s 
divorce in 1969 and then lost 
touch with him untO fee burglar 
published his autobiography. 
Gentleman Thief, said Scott had 
handed him a suitcase contain- 
ing the Picasso hours alter it had 
been taken, demanding £70,000- 
75,000 within seven days. 

The officer who led the po- 
lice operation said he believed 
Scott “revelled in infamy”. De- 
tective Constable Andrew 
Kennedy, of the National Crime 
Squad, called him “ a likeable 
rogue" but said be had still com- 
mitted “very serious crimes". 
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Taxpayer 
faces bill 
of £5 bn 
for rigs* 
disposal 

By CoBn Brown 

Correspondent 

TTiE TAXBAYERfacesa bQl of 
^ to £5bn to subsidise foe oil in- 
dustry's disposal of around 250 
oil and gas rigs, some of which 
might be dumped in the sea. 

The disclosure that the tax- 
payer will pidt up part of the bili 
for the 'dean-up; through tax 
relief, over the next 25 years led 
to protests at the Commo ns last 
night from Matthew Thy lor, the 
Liberal Democrat environment 
spokesman, over an alleged be- 
trayal of Government promises. 

A Greenpeace spokesman 
attacked the taxpayers' subsidy 
for the gas and oil industry. 
“Having the taxpayer pay for 
cleaning up the mess caused by 
the gas and oD industry is out- 
rageous,” he said. 

Margaret Beckett, the Pres- 
ident of the Board of Trade, said 
in a written Commons reply to 
Mr Taylor that gross decom- 
missioning costs for (he 250 rigs 
over the next 25 years were 
estimated to be in the range of 
£7bn to £10bn at current-day 
prices. “The Inland Revenue es- 
timates that around 50 per cent 
of the costs will be met by Lhe 
Exchequer through tax relief.” 
sbe added. 

The peak years for decom- 
missioning the rigs will be 
between 2003 and 2012. The 
Independent revealed that 
around 60 could be dumped at , 
sea. Mrs Beckett did not con- 
firm the number but said the : 
“great majority” would be 
brought onshore for re-use. re- 
cycling or disposal. 1 

However, the Government I 
was assesing the heavy steel rigs | 
in deeper water on a case-by- j 
case basts “with decisions based 
on solid analysis and in the light 
of open and transparent con- 
sultation". 

Mr Taylor said Michael 
Meacher, (he Environment Min- 
ister, had said last year there 
would be no more “Brent Spats" 
- a reference to the rig which was 
to be dumped at sea until Green- 
peace led protests across Europe, 
using pollution claims which 
were later challenged. 

The Liberal Democrat MP 
said dumping ofl rigs at sea 
would be a “complete betrayal” 
of numerous promises to protect 
the North Sea. “It is a little du- 
bious that the oil industry should 
be getting the taxpayer to pay 
the bill for cleaning up the mess 
they have left," he addecL 

Mrs Beckett said decom- 
missioning costs generally qual- 
ified for tax relief under the 
normal Petroleum Revenue Tax 
and Corporation Tax rules. Roy- 
alty relief is currently available 
where royalty has been paid on 
the licence, sbe said. 

The Government's policy for 
disposing of the rigs was based 
on a presumption in favour of 
land disposal except where, tak- 
ing account of the environment 
as a whole, such a course was nei- 
ther safe nor practicable. 

Greenpeace said it believed 
the total cost of decommission- 
ing had been deliberately inflated 
by the ofl industry because they 
wanted some dumping at sea, 
which was the cheaper option. 
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Childcare policy 
makes Britain 

child-friendly 


LOCAL authorities will have to 
cany out a “Domesday audit” 
of a 11 the childcare in their 
area by the end of the year so 
that targets can be set in xheDexl 
budget. The Government is 
' also considering making it com- 
pulsory for all nannies to be reg- 
istered and regulated m the 
wake of fears over children’s 
safety. 

The long-awaited green pa- 
per on the national childcare 
strategy is to be launched this 
morning by Harriet Harman, 
Secretary of State for Soda! Se- 
curity and Minister for Women, 
David Blunkett, Secretary of 
State for Education, and Chris 
Smithy Secretary of State for 
Culture, Media and Sport It will 
say that arts, dr ama and sport 
will form a crucial component 
of the after-school dobs. 

But childcare campaigners 
warned that it was unlikely 
enough carers could be trained 
in time to meet demand. 

One million families are ex- 
pected to. benefit from the 
childcare tax credit announced 
in the March budget and it will 
cost the Government £250m a 
year. This compares with pre- 
vious childcare subsidy which 
reached 30,000 families a year. 

In an interview with The In- 
dependent, Ms Hannan said 
yesterday: “The childcare strat- 
egy puts children and families 
at centre-stage in public policy 

For far too long, Britain was 
regarded as a country that was 
not child-friendly .We weren’t 
concerned unless they were in 
school or in trouble. 

“But childcare is as impor- 
tant an economic policy as the 
roads or the railways ... It is part 
of the infrastructure which en- 
ables women to work.” 

At present, childcare provi- 
sion around Britain is extremely 
patchy -in TOdsall there are 60 
day-nurseiy places per 10,000 
children under eight compared 
with Calderdale, where there 
are 1,186. 

The audit is intended to 


One million families 
expected to benefit 
from government 
initiative, reports - 
Glenda Cooper 

.give an accurate picture of 
childcare problems around the 
country, so that next year’s 
budget can take that into ac- 
count Local authorities will 
play an important part in the de- 
velopment of care, which will 
see afteriscfaool dubs expand 
from 3,000 tb 30,000. 

“There is not yet a dear pic- 
ture, because it was not of in- 
terest at national level before,” 
said Ms Harman. “This survey 
wiU make dear what is available 
on the ground and where it falls 
short." Local authorities. will 
have to report hack to ministers 
by the end of the year “so that 
it makes the following budget 
and it’s dear which areas need 
future investment — Well get a 
picture of whether or not we’ve 
made further progress and bow 
to set targets. TTie way we iden- 
tify targets and who wfll do what 
and when will then be set” 

Ms Harman said the Gov- 
ernment would be “uncompro- 
mkrng ” fo its demand for choice 
and quality. “Choice does affect 
qualify. It’s more flexible when 
you have money in your pock- 
et” The minister said she want- 
ed after-school dubs to be able 
to compete with those in the pri- 
vate sector. “There will be an 
opportunity to do homework, 
drama and sports. Wb see these 
after-scbooJ dubs as a crucible, 
a basis for culture and the arts 
inspiring a revival in kids who 
need these opportunities and in- 
terests _ It’s about children's de- 
velopment not just making 
sure they're safe.” 

Sbe denied the childcare 
tax credit would only help the 
poorest women; “Women on in- 


comes of up to £3 0,000 will get 
some help with their childcare. 
But they will also benefit from 
the investment In the provision 
on the ground. There are two 
ways you can help putting 
money in people's pockets and 
putting money into provision _ 
We don't want the provision to 
be seen as for low-income fam- 
ilies, or it wM be stigmatifedandL 
regarded as poor.”' 

Ms .Harman said she -had 
used a variety of diildcare when 
her children were growing ujv 
ranging from nannies, nurs- 
eries, holiday schemes and 
after-school dubs: “I didn't use 
one form of childcare and very 
few women do. I was in a bet- ' 
ter position than most mothers, 
as affordability was not a prob- 
lem for me but I know wfrat it 
was like having to balance work 
and home.” 

- She said the present training 
infrastructure would have to re- 
spond to the new demand for . 
childcare workers. “We’re riot 
going to compromise on qual- 
ity and we’re not short of moor 
tty.” However, she said.there 
were several areas which 7 need- 
ed looking at closely: “We’re 
looking at whether the scope of 
regulation is sufficient. We’re 
asking the question whether' 
it’s acceptable that nanny 
agencies, aren’t registered , or 
regulated.” 

However, childcare cam- 
paigners such as the Kids Gnb 
Network (RGN) said 100,000 
workers would need to- be 
trained in the next five years and 
it was unsure whether the cur- 
rent infrastructure would cope. 

“The Government has to in- 
crease its current involvement,” 
said Anne Longfield, KCN di- 
rector. “We are not saying it 
can't be done, but at the mo- 
ment out-of-school clubs have 
around 10,000 workers and the 
majority cannot get access to 
training. And only 50 colleges 
run courses at the moment In 
the short term at least we need 
that gap to be plugged." 


Straw holds out olive branch 
to angry prison officers 


By lan Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent 


JACK STRAW, the Home Sec- 
retary, will today attempt to win 
over the support of prison of- 
ficers by offering to revoke leg- 
islation which prevents them 
from taking industrial action. 

In an address to the Prison 
Officers’ Association confer- 
ence, Mr Straw will offer a 
hand of conciliation to jail staff 
who are angry over pay levels 
and working conditions at a time 
when prisons are at record 
levels of overcrowding. 

Mr Straw will offer to dis- 
pense with the hated sections 
127 and 128 of foe Criminal Jus- 
tice and Public Order Act 1994, 
which was introduced by his pre- 


decessor, Michael Howard, who 
made a conscious decision to 
take on the prison union and 
brought in the measure to 
render it powerless to strike. 

Mr Straw is himself insuffi- 
ciently confident of the good- 
will of jail staff to do away with 
protection against industrial 
action in prisons altogether. 

He would want to create a 
“back-stop” measure by intro- 
ducing new primary legislation 
which would allow the Gov- 
ernment to impose reserved 
legislative restraint on industrial 
action in prisons. Horae Office 
sources said this would make it 
clear that “there was absolute- 
ly no place for disruptive action 
in the prison service”. 

Mr Straw is. however, pre- 


pared to set up an independent 
tribunal to resolve disputes 
over the pay and working con- 
ditions of prison officers. 

At the conference today in 
. Portsmouth, Mr Straw will say: 
“I want to see a constructive 
partnership in the prison ser- 
vice." He will describe foe new 
measures as “a significant step 
towards partnership and away 
from confrontation. It would 
identify dear duties and re- 
sponsibilities for all signatories 
and it could and should herald 
a new era in industrial relations 
within the prison service." 

Although prison officers are 
unable to take direct industri- 
al action there has been concern 
foal staff in some jails have been 
operating an effective work-to- 


rtile policy. By all arriving for 
work at the prison's gatehouse 
at foe same time, they ensure 
a serious disruption while staff 
arc cleared by jail security. 

At this week's conference, 
delegates will discuss recruiting 
new members from staff in pri- 
vate prisons. A merger with 
Scottish prison officers will also 
be debated as a way of strength- 
ening foe hand of foe union. 

According to a report issued 
yesterday, more than six out of 
ten prisons in England and Wiles 
are overcrowded - with some 
holding nearly twice as many in- 
mates as they were designed for. 

Shrewsbury jail is in the 
worst position, with 335 in- 
mates behind walls designed to 
hold just 1 82, said the Howard 



Straw: Hand of conciliation 


League for Penal Reform. The 
young offender section at New 
Hall women’s prison in West 
Yorkshire was at 203 per cent 
capacity, holding 89 girls in 
space designed for 44, while the 
juvenile section at Feltham 
Young Offenders’ Institution, 
west London, bolding 15- to 17- 
year-olds, had 208 boys in ac- 
commodation built for just 100. 


Bill and Tony make 
a swinging couple 


TONY BLAIR hit it off with 
Bill Clinton yesterday when 
the US President gave the 
Prime Minister his first lesson 
at golf, writes Colin Brown. 

The Clintons and the Blairs 
had spent the night at Chequers 
and after breakfast foe Presi- 
dent could not resist a round of 
golf on a nearby course. 

After their impromptu 
round of four holes, the Presi- 
dent was full of praise for the 
Prime Minister's golfing skills. 

“I told him how to hold the 
club, how to stand, how to 
swing and it was embarrassing 
how good he was. 

“The guy who was going 
around with us was a four hand- 
icap ... and he couldn't believe 
foe Prime Minister was so good 
and he's never hit a ball before 
- amazing!” said the President. 


"All I had to do was hit it off 
foe tee. He three-putted them 
- all four of them - and he only 
missed two .shots. The rest of 
them he hit good. 

“Either he is an unbelievable 


athlete or I have a career as a 
golf instructor! One of the two 
things must be true.” 

But a blushing Mr Blah- put 
it all down to beginner’s luck 
and the talents of his teacher. 

At least Mr Blair will be able 


to claim one-upmanship against 
his Chief Press Secretary, Alas- 
tair Campbell, who reportedly 
tried bis hand at golf last au- 
tumn at a course in Scotland 
during the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government confer- 
ence. One witness later de- 
scribed Mr Campbell’s swing as 
being “like a caveman trying to 
kill his lunch”. 
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Unison grows impatient with Labour's 


By Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


SIGNS OF growing exaspera- 
tion with Tony Blair will emerge 
today in the party's biggest 
union affiliate which pays£1.5n) 
a year to Labour. 

While senior figures in the 
union movement have so far 


managed to keep the lid on 
much of the disaffection, activists 
at a key political conference of 
Public Service Union Unison will 
make dear their growing impa- 
tience of government policy and 
demand changes to their or- 
ganisation's strategy. . 

Delegates to the meeting in 
Torquay will attack their own of- 


ficials for failing to campaign for 
the union's left-wing policies. 

Activists arc seeking a repeal 
of all anti-union law, rather than 
what they sec as foe piecemeal 
and half-hearted reform envis- 
aged by Mr Blair. They wOJ also 
demand that the national mini- 
mum wage be set at £4.61 rather 
than the £3.60 an hour likely to 


be recommended by the Low Fhy 
Commission later this month. 

The conference is expected to 
endorse a resolution calling for 
higher state expenditure and for 
the abolition of the Private Fi- 
nance Initiative which seeks busi- 
ness input into public projects. 

It takes place ahead of the 
publication of the “fairness at 


trade-union policy 


work” White Paper which is ex- 
pected to be published on 
Thursday. Leading Unison 
members are particularly angry 
about the document’s predict- 
ed proposals on union recogni- 
tion. Activists believe that 
collective bargaining rights 
should receive the backing of foe 
few if endorsed by a majority 


vote in a ballot Ministers, how- 
ever, are insisting that 40 per 
cent of all those eligible to vote 
would need to back recognition. 

Geoff Martin, Unison’s Lon- 
don convenor, said Labour 
seemed to be grateful to accept 
the money on the basis that the 
union’s representatives failed to 
campaign for their own policies. 
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Radon threat worse than Sellafield radiation 


Jwtty Laurancc 

Health Editor 

THOUSANDS of children arc 
rang exposed to levels of ra- 
diation higher than those per- 
muted for workers in the 
nuclear industry, researchers 
have found. 

Several thousand arc 
thought to live in homes affected 
by naturally ocauiing radon, the 

odourless, radioactive gas that 

seeps up from the ground. The 

Wheel of 
fortune 
returns 
for the 

motorbike 


first direct evidence of its effects, 
published today, shows that it fa. 
ernsscs the risk of lung cancer 
by up to half in people exposed 
to high levels over many years. 

The findings, by a team of sci- 
entists at Oxford University in- 
cluding Sir Richard DoiL the 
cancer epidemiologist, will in- 
crease pressure on ministers to 
tighten building regulations to 
ensure that ail new houses built 
in affected areas have sealed 
floors to keep out the gas 


One radiarion expert said: 
“It is a small risk but it is defi- 
nitely there. When you see 
young children getting a higher 
dose than workers at Sellafield 
[the nuclear reprocessing plant] 
it is clear something should he 
done.** 

Around 50.000 people arc 
estimated to live In bouses with 
concentrations of radon gas 
above 200 bccquercts per cubic 
metre. This is 10 times the av- 
erage for the whole country. 


The worst affected areas are 
Devon and Cornwall but high 
levels are also found in homes 
in Derbyshire. Northampton- 
shire, Somerset and in parts of 
Wiles and Scotland, 

The researchers, from the 
Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund’s epidemiology unit at 
Oxford, say one in 20 cases of 
lung cancer is attributable to 
radon. 

Previous warnings about the 
risks have been based on evi- 


dence from miners who were ex- 
posed to very high levels but 
there was less certainty about 
the effect of lower levels present 

in people's homes. The current 
study, published in the British 
Journal of Cancer, involved 
measuring the level of radon in 
homes occupied over the pre- 
vious 35 years by people diag- 
nosed with lung cancer. 

The results showed that a 
level of 200 becquerels was as- 
sociated with a 20 per cent in- 


creased risk and a level of 400 
becquerels with a 40 per cent far 
creased risk. The risk continued 
to rise with rising concentra- 
tions. Among adults who 

smoke, the risk was multiplied. 

Sir Richard said radon con- 
tributed to 1,800 deaths a year 
from lung cancer compared 
with 33,000 caused by smoking. 
However, if no one smoked 
there would be 4,000 deaths 
from lung cancer, of which 200 
would be caused by radon. 


By Stuart McDiarmid 
and Steve Bowan 


SALES of motorcycles have in- 
creased by 21 per cent as con- 
gestion-bound car drivers swap 
the frustration of four wheels for 
the speed and glamour of two. 

While sales of cars slipped by 
6 per cent last month, motorcyde 
industry experts are expecting 
their best figures since 1980 - an 
estimated total of more thap 
110,000 for the year. 

Industry insiders attribute 
the growth fa sales to two factors: 
the return to two wheels of mid- 
dle-aged “born-again bikers”, 
and the advantages of avoiding 
traffic jams and spewing out 
motor-car levels of pollution. 

Just five years ago, the in- 
dustry was in the doldrums, 
with sales of only 46,000. How- 
ever, while motorcyde compa- 
nies celebrate the latest figures 
- 9,980 motorcycles and 1,425 
mopeds sold last month - they 
will bear in mind that they have 
a long way. to go before they 
achieve the sales levels of 19S0, 
when 315,000 new motorcyclists 
mounted up. 

Advertisers believe that 
motorcyde? no longer conjure 
up images of greasy rockers. In- 
stead, top-of-the~range models 
like Hariey-Davidson or Ducati 
are targeted at ABC1 profes- 
sionals wkh money to spend. In 
the 1980stheyjmighl have spent 
£35,000 on a Porsche; in the 
1990s they would rather spend 
£10,000 on a race-standard 
superbike. • 

- Scooters, too, once associat- 
ed with mods mid considered the 
poor relation of the motorbike, 
are enjoying a resurgence thanks 


Top of the range models like Harley-Davidson are helping to lead the sales revival for the two-wheel Industry 


to slick redesigns and im- 
proved engine technology. 

“They, have become ex- 
tremely fashionable,” said a 
spokesman for the UK im- 
porters of Piaggjo Ltd, the 
world's biggest manufacturer of 
scooters. “Celebrities and ‘It’ 
people are all over them- Oa- 
sis, Patsy Kensit, Simon le 
Bon. Then there’s traffic pres- 


sure. There are thousands of 
frustrated drivers out there 
who just will not use public 
transport but some are pre- 
pared to use a scooter.” 

JeffThmer. of Yamaha UK, 
said the industry is disap- 
pointed that the two-wheel 
solution to traffic congestion 
has not been promoted by the 
Government Because of the 


recent upturn in sales, howev- 
er, be said: “1 hope the Gov- 
ernment will at last 
acknowledge the contribution 
commuter motorcycles can 
make to green issues and con- 
gestion.” 

The growth in British sales 
are mirrored throughout Eu- 
rope, where most markets 
showed a heal thy rise last year. 


In Germany, by far Europe’s 
largest market and globally 
second only to the US, sales 
leapt to almost 314,000. 

Ironically, there is still a mi- 
nor crisis in the British indus- 
try. While the official figures 
look healthy, there is another 
level of “parallel sales” which 
go unreported and unrecord- 
ed. These are bikes brought in 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 

by importers from Europe, 
where prices are - apparently 
inexplicably - much lower. 

Precise figures are not avail- 
able, but Kevin Neesaxn, own- 
er of Britain’s largest parallel 
importer, DK Motorcycles, 
believes parallel imports may 
now account for over one 
quarter of new sales for large- 
capacity sports machines. 


He said: “Most radon- 
induced cancers are produced 
in conjunction with cigarette 
smoking. At all levels of radon 
found in UK homes, cigarette 
smoking remains the major 

cause .* 1 

Dr Michael Clark, of the Na~ 
. tkraai Radiological Protection 

Board, said that peojrfe living in 

affected homes could reduce tbe 
risk by digging 3 sump under the 
house and pumping out the gas 

to disperse in the air rather than 


seeping into the home. New 
houses should have sealed 
floors to keep out the gas. 

“Our advice is that people liv- 
ing in homes with a level over 200 

becquerels should do something 
about it. Giants are available to ‘ 
do the building work in affect- 
ed areas and people who fear 
their house s affected can get a 
meter to measure it from us.” 
.■ National Radiological Pro- 
tection Board helpline: 0800- 
614529 


Tourist death 
continues to 
baffle doctors 


By Diana Blamires 

THE DEATH of a teenage 
holiday-maker wbo was found 
to have surgical equipment in 
her abdomen was mystifying 
doctors fa both Britain and the 
Greek Eland of Corfu last night 

Karen Murray, 19, collapsed 
with severe stomach pains while 
on holiday with her boyfriend 
in Corfu and died in an ambu- 
lance on the way to hospital. 

It emerged last night that the 
medical gauze and plastic sur- 
gical dips found fa ber large in- 
testine may have been there for 
eight years. 

A solicitor acting for Miss 
Murray's family confirmed yes- 
terday that Karen had surgery 
for a lower-bowel disorder at 
Alder Hey Children's Hospital, 
in Liverpool, in October and 
December 1990. 

Miss Murray’s body will be 
flown back to England- There 
will almost certainly be afresh 
post-mortem examination and 
an inquest 

Paul Whlker, Karen's broth- 
er, said: “The family have not 
been informed offidally of tbe 
circumstances of Karen’s death, 
or informed that there bas been 
a post-mortem or its findings.” 

Miss Murray, who was train- 
ing to be a nursery- nurse, was 
with her boyfriend, Mark Hollo- 
way, in the resort of Sidari 
when she felt unwelL 

She was seen by a Greek 
doctor and later the same day 
was taken by ambulance to the 
general hospital fa Corfu Town, 
but died during the journey. 

It is understood that Dr 
Stefanos Gasteratos, who 
performed the post-mortem 
examination, hailed proceedings 
after finding gauze and two 
pieces of metal in her large 
intestine. 


Derek Machin, a neurology 
surgeon at Aintree Hospital 
Trust on Merseyside with 20 
years' experience, said it was 
highly unlikely surgical equip- 
ment could have been left in 
Karen’s stomach after eight 
years. 

Mr Machin said: “A very 
careful count is made before 
and after any operation of the 
instruments and the swabs used. 
It is very, very rare to have an 
instrument left inside the body. 
That would mean we are either 


Karen Murray: Collapsed 


dealing with a seriously incom- 
petent situation or looking at 
something entirely different." 

Mr Machin said that if such 
items had been left inside Miss 
Murray’s stomach, two things 
could have happened. Either 
they could become infected, 
causing a condition called sep- 
sis - infection caused by pus- 
forming bacteria - or they 
caused the bowel to become 
blocked. 

Miss Murray, a student at 
Southport Tech meal College, 
was also a waitress at a local 
hotel. 
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Prejudice, policing and the future of Ulster 


; ^ the run-up to 
Friday's ■ referendum 
on the peace deal, 
Unionist bodies are 
- concerned that the 
RUC wifi be weakened 
just as paramilitaries, 
are released on the 
streets, writes 
Kim Sengupta 

fEAJR of the future is corrosive. Bat 
it is this fear that is driving thousands 
into the “No” camp in the coming 
referendum. And one of the great- 
est fears centres on the future of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

Proposed reform of [he RUC will, 
a significant number of Unionists 
feel, succeed in weakening it fatal- 
ly just as paramilitary prisoners are 
being released. And, despite re- 
peated assurances to the contrary, 
the belief on the streets in loyalist ar- 
eas is that some of these bombers and 
gunmen will be replacing sacked 
officers jn a new-look force. 

The RUC has, in many ways, 
come to symbolise the deep rifts in 
Ulster's divided society. To republi- 
can activists it is the mailed fist of 
the state used to preserve the status 
quo. 1 b Unionists it is a vital pro- 
tection against sedition and terror- 
ism. The force itself daims to be one 
of the. most accountable in Europe 
and as impartial as possible while op- 
erating for long stretches in what is 
in effect a civil war. 

Chris Patten, chairman of the pro- 
posed independent commission 
which will consider reform of the 
RUC, will not have an easy job. The 
Chief Constable, Ronnie Flanagan, 
has already said the setting up of 
the commission was designed for a 
political purpose. 

And he has warned against the 
undermining of the force's opera- 
tional independence. Unionists are 
vociferous in their defence of the po- 
lice. Sinn Fein, on the other hand, 
cites allegations of human-rights 
abuses and sectarianism, and wants 
the RUC to be disbanded and re- 
constituted with “a minimum of 40 
percent nationalists.” 

Republicans also want to drop the 
“Royal” prefix and stop the flying of 
the Union flag from stations, claim- 
ing it is provocative. The Chief Con- 
stable is against a name change but 
has said he will examine the flag 
question! - ... * 

Significantly, on the day of the an- 
nouncement of the Patteb inquiiy, 
the flag was lowered to halfinast 
over Andeisonstown Barracks in 
nationalist West Belfast. 

If peace does break out, the size 
of the RUC is expected to be reduced 
dramatically, with as many as 10,000 
of its total strength of around 14,000 
laid off to bring it into line with the 
rest of police forces in the UK. The 
prospect fills loyalists with unease. 



A member of the Royal Ulster Constabulary from Musgrove Street station setting out on patrol (above) in the nationalist Market area of east Belfast. In the Bessbrook RUC station. South Armagh 
(below), a reminder of the ever-present danger of policing in Northern {reland is provided by photographs of officers killed by terrorists Photographs; Brian Hams 


What both the police and the 
mainstream parties agree on is the 
need to have more Catholic officers. 
At present they make up just 8 per 
cent of the total, compared to 11 per 
cent in 1969 and 21 per cent in 1923. 

The RUC says it is attempting to 
redress the balance. 

Its recruitment posters says it 
“particularly welcomes applications 
from the Catholic community*". 

In the past two years Catholics 
made up 20 per cent of applicants, 
and 20 per cent of those recruited. 

Other statistics are not nearly so 
encouraging. Over the past 30 years 
299 RUC officers have been mur- 
dered by terrorists and thousands 
more injured. Through the 1970s and 
1980s, 10 to 15 officers were killed 
each year. 

Add to this the fact that Catholic 
RUC officers are particularly vul- 
nerable to attacks from republican 
paramilitaries and that some have 
also complained about prejudice 
and harassment from a small num- 
ber of Protestant colleagues, and 



the picture looks anything but 
promising. 

The hard edge of policing Ulster, 
and how different it is to the rest of 
the UK, can be seen in South Ar- 
magh. Here, despite the ceasefire, 
many roads arc considered too dan- 


gerous and police and military per- 
sonnel fly to Crossmagjen by heli- 
copter from Bessbrook. One police 
officer is accompanied by up to a 
dozen soldiers, and the delivery of 
a summons on a routine crime mat- 
ter has to be done in body-armour 


and with aimed back-up. Not so long 
ago there were fire fights between the 
IRA on the ground and helicopter 
gunships. 

Police and army vehicles were hit 
by bazookas and rocket-propelled 
grenades. 


Even now, Bessbrook is said to be 
the busiest heliport in Western Eu- 
rope. In the steel-reinforced police 
station, ni cknam ed Fort Apache, the 
perimeter wall bears a gaping hole 
punched through in a mortar attack. 

Chief Inspector Edward Gra- 
ham and Sergeant Jimmy Bingham 
are talking about policing Bandit 
Country, the state of the paramili- 
tary arsenal and the hopes for peace. 

Sgt Bingham, based at Crossma- 
glen, said: “I know it's the might of 
the British Army which has kept me 
alive. But I joined up to be a police 
officer and not a soldier. I’d love to 
be able to do the job like a colleague 
in, for example, Yorkshire. We all 
hope that day will come." 

At Musgrove Sheet police station, 
in Belfast, a unit is preparing to go 
out to do a spot of community polic- 
ing. This being Northern Ireland, 
they are putting on flak-jackets and 
checking their Heckler & Koch sub- 
machineguns. 

But even this is a step forward: 
the officers who will be going into 


the staunchly nationalist Market 
area no longer need to be accom- 
panied by the Army. Increasingly, lo- 
cal people bring their complaints to 
the polka: and a rapport is being built 
with individual officers. 

In streets emblazoned with re- 
publican morals, there is banter be- 
tween young boys and girls and the 
patrol. A female officer, Caroline 
Reid, is the particular favourite of the 
children. 

But the appearance of normali- 
ty is deceptive. There, hobbling 
along one of the roads of the estate. 
Friendly Street, is a teenager who had 
a leg blown away by a shotgun. It 
was a “punishment" shooting for 
stealing from a car. 

A local woman says she deplores 
what happened to the boy: “It’s 
ridiculous to say we want people who 
do things like that in a new police 
force. Unionists say they don’t want 
paramilitaries in the police force and 
then the politicians whip them up by 
saying we, the Roman Catholics, do. 
That’s simply not true." 
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Parents 

say school 
reports 
could do 
better 


Ojr Judith Judd 

Edwabon Editor 


PARENTS say teachers are too 
□Ice about their children in 
school reports, according to a 
new survey published today. 

They want more frequent 
reports with more honest and 
critical information about how 
their children’s performance 
compares with others’. 


They also complain that par- 
ents' evenings are chaotic free- 
for-alls “like rugby matches’’ 
which offer no real chance to 
discus pupils’ progress, says the 
survey from the . charity 
Research and Information in 
State Education which was 
carried out at Bristol University. 

It reveals that today’s reports 
are very different from those of 
30 years ago when they were lit- 



When it comes to school reports, a survey found, parents think teachers are kinder than they should be 


Photograph: Sally and Richard Greenhfll 


tie more than lists of test scores 
and class positions. 

Now just 16 percent report 
on pupils’ positions within 
groups. Parents complain of “a 
culture of non-competitiveness”. 
Reports, they say, are too bland 
and vague. “While parents ap- 


preciated that children needed 
to be encouraged, they felt it was 
unhelpful to them if this was at 
the expense of honesty. 

“It was often felt that nega- 
tive comments were bidden _ 
Parents needed to look out for 
subtle indicators; for what isn't 


mentioned as modi as what is.” 
This decoding, says the study, 
is more difficult for those 
whose children have the most 
difficulties. 

The study of 200 schools and 
70 detailed interviews with par- 
ents found big variations in the 


frequency of reports. A fifth of 
schools send only one a year 
whereas some schools send out 
four or five a year. 

Parents fed that a report at 
the end of the year often comes 
too late to help a struggling 
child. Their appeal for more 


Because we offer over 30 destinations in Spain and more than 20 in Latin America. 
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written reports, comes as min- 
ister are tiymgfo cut school red 

tape by sending but guidance 
winch suggests reports should be 
produced just once ayear — the 
legal rninfrmiTn 

The guidance is being sent 
out in response to campaigns by 
teachers’ unions to cnt teachers’ 
workload. 

Parents are even more crit- 
ical of parents’ consultation 
evenings fhan they . are of 
reports - and those whose chil- 
dren need most help are the 
least likely to attend. 

Despite all the talk of par- 
ents and teachers as partners, 
says the study. “Most of the par- 
ents did not feel they were tak- 
en seriously or even welcomed.” 
Some felt patronised and 
humiliated. 

One parent said: “They’re a 
bit of a waste of time. I go on 
every opportunity and they say 
yes she’s fine, she’s fine. We 


queued up for that, three- 
quarters of an hour.” \ 

Ministers . are .due to- 
consult later in the year about 
how school reports may- be 
improved. 

The study concludes that 
teachers should stop worrying 
about discouraging pupils by 
making negative comments: 
“There seems tittle to be gained 
by giving 'parents false impres- 
sions of their children’s achieve- 
ments at schooL” It also, 
suggests that reports should 
include targets for each 
pupiL 

Parents’ evenings should be 

moved to the start of the year 
and used to clarify the year’s 
plans and set targets with par- 
ents. They should be spread 
over two consecutive nights for 
each year or during the day at 
weekends or during half-term, 
even if that means more work 
for teachers. 


Social divide 
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grows for 
private pupils 


By Judith Judd 


INDEPENDENT schools are 
becoming more socially exclu- 
sive, says a research report 
published yesterday. 

The proportion of indepen- 
dent school parents in the top 
social group, class A, is up 8 per- 
cent compared with five years 
ago. 

The percentage from every 
other social class is down apart 
from that for those at the bot- 
tom of the heap, which re- 
mains unchanged at 1 per cent 

Figures in a MORI poll 
commissioned by the Indepen- 
dent Schools Information Ser- 
vice (Isis) show that the 
proportion of private school 
parents from the top social 
class has doubled in a decade. 
Tvo similar polls were carried 
out in 1989 and 1993. 

Last year, 30 per cent of par- 
ents were in class A compared 
with 15 per cent in 1989. Thir- 
ty nine per cent were in dass B 
and just over one- fifth were in 
social class Cl. 

A spokesman for las warned 
that the Government's decision 
to abolish the assisted places 
scheme which subsidises bright 
pupils from poor backgrounds 
in independent schools would 
make the position worse. 

“On the face of it, it does 
look as though independent 
schools are beco ming more so- 
cially exclusive. It is something 
we have been anxious about for 
some years. In the 1993 survey. 


we assumed that it was the re- 
sult of the recesson. It may well 
be that that effect is stiQ with us.” 

Nearly two-thirds of par- 
ents with children at indepen- 
dent schools have incomes of 
more than £40,000 a year. 

In just over half the families 
questioned, the parents were 
first-time buyers and neither of 
them had attended a private 
school, a slight decrease on the 
figure in the previous poll. 

For the survey, question- 
naires were sent to 1^50 par- 
ents from 62 independent 
schools and 737 replied. 

One in four of the respon- 
dents said that the decision to 
choose a private school was in- 
fluenced by the feet that ti^ey 
had smaller class sizes, up from 
18 per cent in 1993. 

The proportion choosing an 
independent school because 
they were dissatisfied with state 
schools was up slightly, from 20 
per cent to 22 per cent 
Six out of ten parents said 
that their children’s opinion 
had influenced their choice. 

Very few - just 16 per cent 
-said that they were concerned 
about a school’s position in 
newspaper examination league 
tables, although 63 per cent rat- 
ed exam results as important 
Boarding schools are still 
hampered by an image prob- 
lem, the report says. “While 
they are thought to be good for 
character building," it says. 
“They are deemed weak aca- 
demically and the preserve of 
the rich." 
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Hatred, vilification, drunken binges, 




and spongers who didn’t say thanks. David Lister on lottery losers — 


G * ryASh ' n °~ ,MK “~ “*• "08- "Ob-: Thankless phihnth™,* 





and a possible happy ending 

$! 50 m prize 
in US lottery 


By Andrew Marshall in Vteshington 


Kari Comptoru His BMW is spat at Lee Ryan: Jailed for car theft 


Mark Gardiner: Hood of abuse 


e who won it — and then-lost it 


OAJJY ^KMORE. 2?> an Elvis imper- 
sooator from Reading, won £1.6m, mewed 

^^, Gu ? anaaxid “drinking himself to 
dealh. Heiold IheSun he never misses “hap- 
py hour at the local as they give two drinks 
for the price of one: thus can a jackpot affect 
your logic. Gary sleeps all day, then goes 
on a 10-hour binge, starling with a combi-’ 
nation of champagne, seven pints of lager, 

seven alcopops and seven vodkas mixed with 

energy drink Red Bull, which presumably 
keeps him going for the next round. Gary 
nas kidney pains and his weight is baDoonin® 
But the weight problem could reap ben£ 
fits: he could entertain locals with perfor- 
mances from Presley’s Las Vegas years. 


ROGER ROBAR has the most touching rea- 
son for lottery misery: The former chef gave 
£1.5m of his £5 .8m win to 50 strangers who 
sent begging letters; not one had the cour- 
tesy to thank him. He paid off their debts 
ami mortgages and helped a woman who 
said she had cancer. “As soon as the peo- 
ple were given the money they were off.” he 
says. “I am not sad 1 gave the money to these 
people. Pm just sad they never thanked me. 
I jnst wanted them to phone ... Eno ugh is 
enough. J am now fed up. It is not my mon- 
ey any more, it is my children’s. I want to 
give my three-month-old son a start in lire, 
and what 1 have left is for him. " He will 
surely be taught to say thank you. 


KARL CROMPTON’s £10.9m made h im 
the fourth biggest lottery winner. But the 
23-year-old says he spends much of his lime 
watching television at his parents’ modest 
semi “The worst thing is that people are 
driving me away from Blackpool where I 
was bom. They are so bitter because this 
is where I was brought up and now l‘m dri- 
ving around in a nice car and flying a heli- 
copter. They look down on me and think, 
‘You bastard - why was it you and not me?’" 
His £48.000 lilac BMW is constantly spat 
at and urinated on and he is afraid to drive 
his £1 40,1)00 limited-edition Porsche. “Now 
1 drive 20 miles down the road to Preston 
for a better atmosphere,'’ he says. 


LEE RYAN of Leicester would have been 
more (ban happy to be in Blackpool or Pre- 
ston. He won £6m on the lottery jn March 
1995 and was jailed for 18 months the fol- 
lowing September on a car-theft charge. Jnst 
before the win, bis girlfriend, Karen, moth- 
er of his three children, had told him their 
16-year relationship was over as he faced 
jail again for handling stolen cars. While 
the couple struggled to come to terms with 
her decision, the jackpot came up. Actual- 
ly, it was Karen's name on the ticket, tat 
In post-feminist spirit she not only shared 
the win, but she asked him to many her. 
“U was love not money, that finally won the 
day;* 1 she said. It's the way she tells them. 


Why winners 
can’t cope 


MARK GARDINER had a half-share in the 
biggest winning ticket so far - £22m - and 
swiftly received a dollop of abuse to match. 
He was a “callous, sponging violent drunk”, 
said his adoptive mother. His second wife 
called him a “cheating rat" and demanded 
her cut as their decree absolute hadn't come 
through (she settled for £lm). A “best 
friend" revealed he had once saved Mark’s, 
life, emphasising that be thoroughly regretted 
it now. His biological mother joined in, say- 
ing: “I have a vision of Mark finishing up 
with a Ferrari going into a brick wall - and 
I hope it’s tomorrow." A Camelot press 
officer admitted there had been some 
“negative publicity”. 


AMERICA is a gambling nation. But its 

love affair with chance and monL>y is reach- 
ing fever pitch as it prepares for the largest 
‘ lottery prize in the nation’s history. 

The jackpot for the POwerbali lottery, 
which operates in the District of Colum- 
bia and 20 states across the country, 
could reach 5150m (£95m) in Wednesday's 
draw, as a 5115m jackpot from Saturday 
is rolled over. While not the biggest lot- 
tery in the world - Spain’s El Gordo hit 
a jackpot of $270m last year- it is enough 
to tempt even the virtuous and the cau- 
tious, and nearly $40m worth of tickets 
were sold at the weekend as punters 
scrambled to get a piece of the action. 

FtowerbaH is similar to Britain’s National 
Lottery. Tickets cost $1 and players try to 
match five numbers from a pool of 49, as 
well as a “Powerball" number from a se- 
ries of 42. The odds of winning are one in 
80 million, but that doesn't deter players. 

“Hey, you know, this is just meant to 
be fun and entertaining,” says the Iowa 
state lottery spokesman Joe Hrdlicka. 

Who is he kidding? Gambling is very 
big business in the US. Last year, Amer- 
icans spent about $560bn on lotteries, casi- 
nos and racetracks; lotteries made about 
S12bn profits - more than either of those 
other purveyors of the American dream, 
Microsoft and Disney. 


By Virginia Ironside 


.THERE’S a ghastly Schaden- 
freude about most of us that rubs 
our little hands in glee when 
huge lottery winners come to 
grief. 

The latest winner to lose is 
29-year-old Gary Ashmore, 
who is apparently drinking him- 
self to death in Spain while look- 
ing for the playboy scene. When 


close friends tried to sponge off 
them, and they might be upset 
to find that people they trust can 
turn out to be so greedy. It is 
shameless. On top of this thqr 
may be surrounded by publici- 
ty, from the local paper to tele- 
vision, and this is quite new and 
stressful." 

Carolyn Fitzgerald, who 
worked as an adviser to winners 
at Camelot, said they found 


What's behind 


he won"£l -5m he gave up his job people cope best when they take 
as a car salesman and left the their advice - which is to twk* 
country. Now he sleeps all day no big derisions, even whether 
and drinks all nighL “Everyday to leave work, until the real!- 


our 


new look? 


starts with a hangover that lasts 
till I get drunk again,” he said. 
“I’ll be dead before the end of 
the year if 1 canyon," 

A flew. years ago Mark 
Gardinershared a £22 iil He be- 
came surrounded with hatred, 
bis mother saying: “I have a vi- 
sion of Mark finishing up with 
a Ferrari going into a brick wall 
- and I hope it’s tomorrow." 

But compare these cases to 
the way Bob Carrulhers, 67, 
copes. He won £2.4m and deals 
with the changes in his fortune 
by doing his best to forget he has 
. worn He and his wife were go- 
ing to move from then humble 
house in SQkswortb to a posh- 
er area in Sunderland, but re- 
alised they’d be isolated from 
family and friends. 

AH his neighbours have been 
i pleased for the couple, and 
Bob still goes to his engineering 
club twice a week where be 
builds model steam engines 
and drinks orange juice. He 
bales change. 

Thereseem to be several fac- 
tors that predispose to keeping 
your feet oh the ground if you 
scoop a jackpot. “Winners are 
more likely to be able to cope if 
they are secure emotionally, ed- 
ucationally, vocationally, in their 
social relationships and work, 
and comfortable with their sex- 
uality," says Dr Sidney Crown, 
a retired consultant- psy- - 
chotherapist from the Royal 
London hospital. “Then -you . 
haver to lake into account how 


sation of their win has com- 
pletely sunk in. “We can almost 
guarantee that they will go back 
on any decisions they make 
immediately after they win. 
They’re ina state of excitement 
and confusion.’’ 

Do older people behave 
more responsibly after a big 
win? “Not especially," said Ms 
Fitzgerald. “If anything older 
people, because they feel 
they’ve less time left to enjoy 
their money, tend to rush things 
more than younger ones." 

For instance, Charlie Dun- 
lop. 52, blew a £100JXX3 fortune 
on cocaine and was left with 
£4.29 plus 18p interest But on 
the whole people behave sen- 
sibly after winning. “Lots men- 
tion Viv ‘Spend, Spend, Spend’ 
Nicholson, the pools winner. 
She seems to have done every 
big winner a big service by set- 
ting such an example to avoid.” 

If your life is empty in the 
first place; and you’ve lived in 
hope of winning the krtteiy, the 
chances are that the money 
will simply fell through the hole 
in your life, through drinking 
taking drugs, gambling, giving 
it away or blowing it on crazy, 
money-losing schemes. If you're 
happy, it doesn’t really seem to 
matter whether you blow your 
money or not.” 

Melvin Eddison, who won 
£2J>in, was a bit of a spend, 
spend, spender, but said: “I was 
born happy and please Jet me 
point out tlmt neither saving nor 



The NEC Group's new look is more than 
a logo change. It's a signal of a commitment 
to delivering memorable experiences to 
customers, developing new ways of working, 
improving services and up-dating facilities 
to meet the needs of a changing world. 


th^bonnafly react to stress. And spending will make folk content 
.warning the tottery is stressful. — that comes from inside you 


' . “Most people have never 
been m a position where their 


and the people around you.” 
Leading article, page 22 
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Corruption inquiry 


creeps up on Chirac 


By John Lichfield 

in Pans 


THE WIFE of the Mayor of 
P®ns — a one-time dose ally of 
President Jacques Chirac -was 
forested yesterday as part of an 
investigation into the corrupt 
funding of the president’s par- 
ly, the RPR. 

At the same time, new evi- 
dence emerged which pointed 
directly to the systematic em- 
bezzlement of city funds, for po- 
litical and personal use, while 
Mr Chirac was the mayor of 
Paris in the 1980s. 

A former senior city official, 
himself convicted of corruption, 
said that the Ibwn Hall under Mr 
Chirac employed 300 “fictitious" 
people, at a cost of £10m a year. 
These “employees” ranged from 
the wives and children of politi- 
cians, to party 'officials, to 
“writers, pods and dancers”. 


The Socialist Justice Minis- 
ter, Elisabeth Guigou, ques- 
tioned by a radio interviewer, 
said that there was no consti- 
tutional reason why the judicial 
investigation into RPR cor- 
ruption could not be extended 
to President Chirac himself. 

The inquiries into the byzan- 
tine affaire, and finances, of die 
neo-Gaullist party, founded by 
Mr Chirac in 1976, have been 
creeping closer and doser to the 
President for two years. In re- 
cent weeks, he has been cited 
by name in judicial documents 
for the first time. 

What makes yesterday's de- 
velopments even more threat- 
ening for the head of the French 
state is that the RPR has, itself; 
collapsed into a bear-pit of vi- 
cious in-fighting in recent 
weeks. The woman arrested 
yesterday, Xavi&re Tiberi, wife 
of the Mayor of Paris, Jean 


Tiberi, is said to detest Mr 
Chirac - once a dose family 
friend and aSy — for failing to 
come to die aid of her husband. 

Mr Tiberi, hand-picked by 
Mr Chirac to replace him as 
mayor when be became Presi- 
dent in 1995. has been under 
savage assault - one private 
meeting actually came to Mows 
- from another section of the 
RPR in the French capital. Mr 
Chirac has refused, publicly, to 
intervene to save his old friend. 
The knowledge that the lid 
might be about to blow off the 
illegal funding of the party is 
widely believed to be one fac- 
tor fuelling this civil-strife. 

The President's entourage is 
said to fear that Mis Tiberi, wbo 
was placed under arrest yes- 
terday morning, might implicate 
Mr Chirac even more deeply in 
the investigations. According to 
the newspaper Liberation, her 


husband has warned the Pres- 
ident that she is “fragile” and 
liable to crack under pressure. 

Mrs Tiberi is under investi- 
gation for having been paid 
£21,000, by an RPR council in 
the Paris suburbs for 3 bogus re- 
port on business opportunities 
in the French-speaking world. 
Mis Tiberi knew nothing about 
the subject; the report was full 
of platitudes, spelling mistake 
and typing errors. The council- 
lor who commissioned it, also un- 
der investigation, said he paid the 
money to influence Mr Tiberi 
and thmugh him Mr Chirac. 

Hi$ is regarded as just one 
exposed comer of a complex 
tangle of false accounting, fic- 
titious jobs and kick-backs on 
commercial contracts, used to 
fond the RPR in the 1980s. But 
bow much does Mrs Tiberi 
know and how much is she 
prepared to talk? 



Teenagers at Independence High School, in Independence, Kansas, give a helping hand to a first-year 
a "mud voJIeybalT match at the school Photograph: Ftad Hum/AP 


How it looks. 


How it feels, 






w 

Sf3 

wu 


Just because you need a bigger car, it doesn’t mean you have to give up die thrill of driving. With power assisted steering and a surprisingly small 
turning circle the Sintra is easy to manoeuvre. While at faster speeds the lightweight chassis and low profile tyres ensure car-like road holding. 
Once you combine this with the comforts of air-conditioning, electric windows and a driving position that’s identical to a car, the only thing 


you’ll have trouble handling is the kids in the back. For more information visit your local VA.UXH ALL SINTRA 


Vauxhail dealer or call 0345 400 800. Alternatively, visit our web site: www.vauxhall.co 


Old king Kohl 
urged to fight 


one more time 


By Imre Karacs 

in Bremen 


THERE was no relaunch, not 
even a facelift Chancellor Hel- 
mut KohL, 68-yeais-old and 16 
years in office, sought yesterday 
to energise his bedraggled army 
with the promise of more of the 
same, and was rewarded with 
the longest standing ovation of 
his career. 

“With you I want to open the 
gate to the 21st century,” he told 
Christian Democrat diehards at 
their party conference in Bre- 
men, possibly the last under Mr 
Kohl’s stewardship. Lagging 
eight points behiad the Social 
Democrats in the polls, a record 
fifth term for the Chancellor 
seems ever further out of reach. 

Biihaps that is why Europe’s 
most durable leader devoted so 
much of his two-hour speech to 
past exploits and achievements, 
and was so reluctant to provide 
a glimpse into the brave new 
world of the coming four years. 
“Wfe want to win," he assured hs 
followers. “We must fight for 
every single vole.” 

The spin-doctors had pre- 
pared journalists for a torrent 
of new policies, but in the end 
there was not so much as a trick- 
le. The Chancellor spoke at 
length about the urgent need for 
reforming the lax system in or- 
der to create jobs. Failure to 
push such a package through 
the legislature was entirely the 
opposition's fault, he alluded. 

He promised “sensible" poli- 
cies for every item on his check- 
list, and tried to demonise his 
opponent, Gerhard Schroder 
as a Trojan horse of the loony 
lefL The pretext was the fall-out 
from last month's elections in 
the eastern Land of Saxony-An- 
hait, where the local Social De- 
mocrats arc about to form a 
minority government in ca- 
hoots with the despised former- 
communists of the Party of 
Democratic Socialism. 

This line of attack is begin- 
ning to cmcige as one of the few 
election battle-fronts for Sep- 
tember. Most other points of 
conflict, notably on job-creation, 
have already been usurped by Mr 
Schroder's campaign team. 

It was left to Manfred Kan-, 
ther, the hawkish Interior Min- 



Helmut Kohl: *We must fight 
for every single vote’ 


ister, to bring up the other win- 
ning theme: foreigners. “We are 
not a multi-cultural society, 
and nor will we become one un- 
der the CDU," Mr Kanther 
vowed, admitting in passing 
that 7 million foreigners al- 
ready lived in Germany. 

There is no doubt that im- 
migration is a CDU trump 
card, but it remains to be seen 
whether the “red socks" strat- 
egy will succeed in casting Mr 
Schroder as a crypto-commu- 
nist. The challenger stands too 
far to the right to be vulnera- 
ble to such an insinuation, but 
his failure to scupper the em- 
barrassing deal in Saxony-An- 
balt does expose bis tenuous 
grip on the party machinery. 

After months of internal 
wrangling, Mr Kohl did at least 
dispel the notion that he was no 
longer master of his own house. 
When he finished bis speech, a 
banner was rolled out begging 
“One more time, Helmut”. 

The party faithful applaud- 
ed him for a foil 10 minutes. 
HDdegard Muller, deputy chair- 
woman of the party, sported a 
badge with the words “Stay 
cooL keep Kohl". But ouladean- 
other slogan is making the 
rounds: “Time for a change." 
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0| ndonesia crisis: Government split could deal fatal blow to regime as generals threaten to crush planned protests 

Army loyal 


as 


party 


turns on 

Suharto 


By Rknrd Lloyd Parry 

mjakara 

THE STRICKEN government 
of InJonesia split down the 
midde yesterday as the head of 
Presifent Suharto's party urged 
him b resign, while the chief of 
the irmed forces hinted at a 
crac.down against demonstra- 
tion' planned for tomorrow. 

Conflict between the civilian 
and military branches of Mr 
Subrto’s government raises 
' the stakes in a crisis that 
clamed 500 lives in rioting last 
wek. After, a day of extraordi- 
nay scenes in the national par- 
lianent, where thousands of 
sbdent demonstrators chanted 
slgans calling for the Presidem 
tr be hanged, the Speaker, 
Hnnoko, asked Mr S uhart o to 
rsign, amid violent unrest 
qainst his 32-year rule. 

“The Speaker of the House, 
song with his deputies, hope for 
nity amongst the nation and 
nal. the President wfll wisely 
tep down,” said Mr Harmoko, 
i former minister and crony of 
sir Suharto who ranks third in 
■ he hierarchy after the President 
ind Vice-President. 

. The call for his resignation; 
from a parliament which for 30 
years has never once challenged 
the President appeared to deal 
a mortal blow to Mr Suharto, 
who hasEeco^ie a figure of uni- 
versal lakthin£ among ordinary 
Indonesians. Bat last night, af- 
ter four hourtj of speculation. 


General Wiranlo, commander- 
in-chief of the armed forces, an- 
nounced that the statement 
was illegal: 

“The Indonesian armed 
forces (Abri) understand this to 
be an individual opinion with no 
legal power," he told a press 
conference. “Abri thinks it is the 
doty of the President to ad- 
minister the government and to 
reshuffle the Cabinet, to im- 
plement total reform and han- 
dle the crisis. This is crucial and 
with it Indonesia can move out 
of the period of crisis.” 

The country wakes this 
morning to the prospect of a 
president with no supporters 
other than his senior officers, 
and even their loyalty is uncer- 
tain. Rumours persist of a pow- 
er struggle between Gen 
Wiranto and the commander of 
the elite Strategic Reserve, 
Lieutenant-General Prabowo 
Subianto, son-in-law of Mr 
Suharto. 

The President's intelligence 
chief said Mr Suharto would re- 
spond to Mr Harmoko today, 
on the eve of what promise to 
be the biggest and potentially 
the most violent demonstrations 
yeL Millions of protesters are 
expected to turn out in cities 
around Indonesia tomorrow 
on the 90th anniversary of the 
foundation of the Indonesian 
nationalist movement “It is 
easy for the nation to be de- 
stroyed," Gen Wiranlo warned 
last night: “So. I call on those 



Students on a bus leaving the parliament building in Jakarta, where activists chanted slogans calling for Mr Suharto to be hanged Photograph: AFP 


people who want to provoke an- 
archy to think again and desist 
from their activities." 

But Amien Rais, a Muslim 
intellectual who has led the 
campaign for Mr Suharto's res- 
ignation, insisted ibe demons- 
trations would go ahead. 
“Labourers, fishermen, house- 
wives and students now have 
one single demand - that Suhar- 
to must step down," Mr Rais 
told a committee in tbe parlia- 
ment building. “Anything else is 
cosmetic; a Cabinet reshuffle is 
just a political cosmetic and it 
is not going to help." 

Mr Suharto promised over 


the weekend to reshuffle his 
Cabinet, which includes dose 
friends and his eldest daughter- 
But yesterday only the minister 
for tourism had handed in his 
notice.' Gen Wiranto blamed last 
week's riots, in which, in addi- 
tion to the less of life, 3,000 
buildings were destroyed in 
Jakarta alone, on Indonesians 
who “were tempted, provoked 
and supported by irresponsible 
people motivated by their own 
or others' interests". He rec- 
ommended setting up a “reform 
committee" including officials 
and civilians. 

Richard Needham, page 23 



Two Britons killed by 
robbers in Jakarta 


Harmoko: Former crony has 
now urged Suharto resign 


TWO BUTTONS have been 
killed m Indonesia in separate 
incidents, it emerged last night- 
The men are believed to 
have died at die hands of rob- 
bers, the Foreign Office said. 

A spokesman said: “We 
are asking for a lull police in- 
vestigation into both cases. 

“The motive appears to 
have been robbery* he added. 
Neither of the victims has 


been named. Officials were last 
night stiD trying to contact the 
relatives of one of tbe men. 

The Foreign Office was 
unable to say what the two 
men were doing in the coun- 
try or where they were origi- 
nally from. One of tbe men 
was 35, but the age of the oth- 
er man is unknown. Both 
died in Jakarta, the epicentre 
of the violence. 


Students gather at parliament building to bait president 


By Richard Lloyd Parry 

IN INDONESIAN law, in- 
sulting the pKadent" is. a crime 
punishable, by imprisonment, 
but these days it is something 
closer to a rational sport. Yes- 
terday sow be equivalent of the 
IndonesianjPtesideat-Insulting 
Championsrips. They were held 
in the grounds of tbe country’s 
own tame parliament, in the 
heart of Be fake democracy 
which Mi Suharto has con- 


structed for himself over tbe last 
three decades. 

TWo months ago, during the 
sitting of the “People's Consul- 
tative Assembly*" or DPR, tbe 
parliament of stooges unani- 
mously elected Mr Suharto for 
a seventh consecutive term. You 
needed two sets of identity cards 
to enter here, and protesters who 
tried to demonstrate outside 
were dragged away by police. 
Yesterday, it was a playground 
for Suharto-baitexs and the most 


remarkable thing of all was that 
no one seemed surprised. 

They arrived throughout the 
day in buses laid on for the pur- 
pose -students, former students 
and professors from Jakarta’s 
most famous universities. The 
academics entered the assem- 
bly itself to deliver petitions de- 
manding political reform and 
the immediate resignation of 
President Suharto. In a com- 
mittee room, where he bad 
been invited to speak by the par- 


liamentarians who have fed off 
his patronage for three decades, 
the Muslim political scientist 
Amien Rais jabbed his finger at 
the official portrait of Mr 
Suharto which hangs in every 
public room in Indonesia. “He 
has to go, and the sooner the 
better" he said, to cheers from 
his supporters. “There can be 
no political reform without a 
change of national leadership. 
We are running out of lime 
Outside the buildings - a 


white Sixties shoe box alongside 
a green-roofed tropical mush- 
room - students danced around 
the dozen or so tanks and ar- 
moured cars in the grounds. A 
few hundred soldieis looked 
on bolding their automatic rifles, 
and trying to avoid the flowers 
which were periodically thrust 
towards their barrels. 

“We don’t want Suharto any- 
more!" was the mildest of the 
chants, which also included the 
ever popular “Hang Suharto", 


and a new favourite - a chil- 
dren’s nonsense rhyme, adapt- 
ed to refer to the most 
notoriously greedy of Suharto's 
children. “Bambang Tut! Akan 
galing! Bambang and TUtnt - 
their father is a dog!" 

The army, the police, the par- 
liament itself could all have 
slopped this happening, but 
they have given up. In part, they 
are afraid of provoking more of 
the terrible violence which 
burned through Jakarta last 


week. But there was something 
else yesterday: an acknowl- 
edgement that the students are 
simply right. After one of Suhar- 
to’s closest allies, the leader of 
the house, Mr Harmoko, re- 
leased his statement urging the 
President to step down, a stu- 
dent read it out loud. Yeltsin- 
like, from the top of a tank. 

“I have never thought that I 
would come in here,” said one 
young man. “But we are the peo- 
ple and so this is our own home." 


Deal lets 

Europe 

trade 

with 

‘pariahs’ 

By Rupert Cornwell 


AFTER marathon negotia- 
tions, the United Stales and Eu- 
rope have cleared the way for 
an end to tbe dispute over 
extraterritorial American sanc- 
tions on foreign companies 
dealing with Iran, Libya and 
Cuba, which have long 
poisoned transatlantic trade 
relations. 

- As President Bill Clinton, 
Tony Blair and the European 
Union Commission President 
Jacques Santcr acknowledged 
after yesterday’s annual EU-US 
summit in London, details re- 
main to be worked guL Bui as 
Mr Blair put ic “This avoids a 
showdown, and establishes the 
basis for a lasting solution." 

In recent years, nothing has 
irritated Europe so much as the 
US' sanctions against investors 
in energy projects in Iran and 
Libya, and the separate Helms- 
Burtoo act, punishing compa- 
■ nies which acquire assets in 
Cuba which Washington con- 
siders to have been illegally 
seized by Fidel Castro’s regime. 

But now a deal has been 
. struck. Its essence is that the US 
will waive specific sanctions so 
long as parent countries of tbe 
companies involved co-oper- 
ate with the “broad objectives" 
of American law, denying 
Tehran and Tripoli the means of 
acquiring nuclear and chemical 
weapons. As an Administration 
official put it: “We will deem 
these transactions sanctionable, 
but we won't impose sanctions." 

The immediate effect of the 
agreement wfll be a “limited 
case waiver" lifting sanctions 
against France's Total oil group, 
in charge of a $2bn gas pipeline 
project in Iran, also comprising 
the Petronas group of Malaysia 
and Gazprom of Russia. 

For all its imperfections the 
compromise was probably the 
feasible middle path between 
the insistence of Congress that 
sanctions arc essential to bring 
Libya and Iran to heel, and tbe 
view of much of Europe that 
they are illegal. 

The case of Cuba is trickier, 
given that Congress must assent 
to the waiving of sanctions 
against foreign firms which 
invest in illegally acquired prop- 
erty, as stipulated in the Helms- 
Burton bill. EU companies will 
escape so long as their govern- 
ments do nothing to support 
them in Cuba, and keep up the 
pressure on President Castro to 
bring in democracy. 
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Mafia moves in to turn Sarno’s mud to 


i „• 




By Anne Hanicy 

io Rome 


OPERATIONS to clear the 
Aulltons of tons of mud which 
^hgulfed the town of Sarno 
two weeks ago are far from over, 
and reconstruction of the bufld- 
In 8 & > bridges and roads swept 
away bya natural disaster which 


not yet begun. 

Etut already, magistrates 
fear, the promise of generous 
state funds to get the area back 
on its feet may have attracted 
the wrong kind of emergency 
help in an area which, a report 
out last week said, has Italy’s 
biggest organised crime prob- 
lem, Inquiries are now under 
way to assess whether local 
mobsters are seeking to turn 
mud into gold. 

Among sludge-shovellers in 
Sarno and neighbouring vil- 
lages, tales of louche characters 
returning under the cover of 
darkness to excavate arms 
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caches in mud-filled cellars are 
rife. As is speculation that the 
town council might, in the near 
future, find itself presented 
with hefty bills - bills it would 
be wiser not to refuse to pay - 
from some of the trucking com- 
panies transporting the detritus 
to local dumps. 

According to Sarno town 
councillor Massimo Siano, few 
questions were asked about of- 
fers of assistance in the initial 
panic: “Frankly, faced with an 
emergency of those dimen- 
sions, had Salvatore Rtina, the 
most famous mafioso of them 
all, come to me and said ‘I've 
got 30 trucks and I can clear up 
for you*, I would have told him 
to go ahead." 

Mr Siano said the town 
council, only too aware that this 
is historically a high-crime area, 
is no w making up for lost time 
by checking anti-crime creden- 
tial He promised that when re- 


Prague Greens 
smash symbols 
of global market 


By Steve Crawshaw 


EVENTUALLY, it seems, 
every dream must turn sour. 
Four Prague police officers 
were injured and several dozen 
people arrested at the weekend 
in protests in which shop win- 
dows, including that of 
McDonald's an Wenceslas 
Square, were smashed. 

In the wake of the “velvet 
revolution 1 ’ of 1989 - the most 
peaceful of all the east Euro- 
pean revolutions, itself partly 
triggered by indignation at 
police violence - Prague became 
the place to be. It was always 
one of the most beautiful cities 
in Europe, even when it was 
locked in the political Stone Age 
of a hardline communist 
regime. 

After 1989 it underwent a re- 
naissance - politically under its 
famous playwright president, 
Vaclav Havel, and economical- 
ly. It became a magnet for 
Western youth. What Paris bad 
been to Americans in the 1930s, 
Prague became in the 1990s. 

The once -quiet Charles 
Bridge, one of the city’s most fa- 
mous and elegant landmarks, be- 
came so crowded at all hours of 
the day with thousands of 
tourists and temporary residents 
that it was' scarcely possible to 
glimpse the bridge itself. Back- 
packers and bus parries kept the 
place permanently busy. 

However, not all Czechs 
were enthusiastic about the 
changes. The tourism boom 
brought millions of pounds in 
much-needed foreign currency 
as Prague became a leading des- 
tination, but Czechs often found 
themselves left out of the loop. ’ 

Radical economic change 
brought high unemployment 
and stark poverty. There was the 
constant tension, too, between 


the need to do everything pos- 
sible to bring foreign money into 
the city, and the need to pre- 
serve the distinctive character 
of Prague. Some began to feel 
that the Czechs' own identity 
was under threat. 

The latest demonstration, 
billed as the “Global Street 
Party 98" was in protest at the 
effect of economic globalisation 
on the environment The dash- 
es came after crowds gathered 
for a rock concert-cum-protesi 
timed to coincide with the G8 
economic summit in Birming- 
ham. As several thousand left 
the concert and marched on die 
city centre, a small group hurled 
paving stones, breaking the win- 
dows of a McDonald's restau- 
rant - the third such attack. 

Mainstream environmental 
groups condemned the vio- 
lence. Greenpeace regretted 
that the protest had been 
described as ecological, 
“because that damages the 
image of preserving nature and 
the environment' 1 . The chair- 
man of the environmental pres- 
sure group Duha complained: 
“This is abusing the name of the 
environmental movement" 

Martin Burak, the environ- 
ment minister, was equally 
quick to draw a line between the 
demonstrators and other envi- 
ronmental groups. He argued: 
“Nobody can seriously think 
that the programme of the eco- 
logical movement equals loot- 
ing and stealing salami" 

For other politicians, ft was 
an opportunity to sling some 
mud ahead of parliamentary 
elections next month. The for- 
mer Communist Party called on 
the Ulterior minister to resign. 
\hdav Klaus, the former prime 
minister, attacked ecological 
groups who “abuse the issue of 
dean water for their own ends". 


E -. , 
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construction contracts are 
handed out “we will be looking 
very carefully into whom the 
money goes to". . 

Well they might. As recently 
as 1993, central government 
dissolved Sarno's town council 
when investigations showed it 
was still under the control of the 
mob. Nearby Quin did, also hit 
by the landslide, was rim by a 
state-appointed administrator 
for three years in the early 
Nineties when no candidate 
could be found to run against 
the all-powerful Graziano dan 
in local council elections. 

“Things have changed over 
the past few years," said Mr 
Siano. “Our police and magis- 
trates have been very effective. 
Much of this criminal activity 
has dried up." 

The council's attempts to 
play down the threat posed by 
the Camorra, as the local mafia 
is known, have angered the ju- 
diciary. “If Sarno's Mayor Ger- 
ardo Bas3e lacks the courage to 
admit that the Camorra is strong 
in the Sarno area, then it would 
be better if he packed his bags," 
said Luciano Santoro, head of 
the anti-crime squad at the 
Salerno magistrate's office, in an 
interview with La Repubblica 
newspaper. “You can’t save 
Sarno’s reputation by pretend- 
ing that the mob doesn’t exist. ” 

Santoro blamed local ad- 
ministrators for the “c riminal " 
failure to halt ecological mis- 
management, a process in 
which the Camorra was “deeply 
involved". 

Those same clans, said 
Green MP Alfonso Pecioraro 
Scanio, wfll now be aiming to lay 
hands on the 50bn lira 
1 £500,000) earmarked by the 
government for rebuilding 
dwellings for the 1 ,500-odd 
people left homeless in the 
landslide. 

“They won’t bid for the ini- 
tial contracts, that isn’t their 
way," he said. “They will wait 
until subcontracts are up for 
grabs, then they’ll move in. To 
combat this, the reconstruc- 
tion money should be given di- 
rectly to the households in 
need. By breaking it up mto tiny 
lots, you make it less interest- 
ing for the Camorra." 

But even before the re- 
building process gets under 
way, said Peppe Ruggiero of the 
Legambiente environmentalist 
group, local authorities must 
move immediate^ to deal with 
what he described as yet another 


dire threat to the devastated 
eco-system around Sarno. 

It is an accepted feet, he said, 
that the Camorra controls the 
waste disposal business in the 
area, ami has few scruples about 
what it throws into its many 
unauthorised dumps. The mud 
being dug put of Sarno’s streets 
is very probably making its way 
into these dumps, conveniently 
masking tone or even radio- 
active waste placed there over 
the years. 

"This area is chock-full of old 
quarries and dumps, many of 
which have not even been lo- 
cated yet, let alone checked,” he 
said. “No one has been keeping 
tabs on where the mud from 
Sarno’s streets is going." 

Chances are, Mr Ruggiero 
said, much of it has ended up 
in Camorra dumps: “Now, we 
wfli never be able -to tell what’s 
in there. And after all they’ve 
been through, local residents 
may be about to find themselves 
with yet another ecological dis- 
aster on their hands: seriously 
polluted ground water." 
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Shifting the river of mud that devasted Sarno two weeks ago could prove lucrative for local bosses of organised crime Photograph: Lepri Plini 
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Pakistan weighs 
cost of avenging 
nuclear blast 
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By Peter Pop ham 


in Islamabad 


MY KARACHI tad driver had 
just finished lambasting Lhe 
driver of the large, spanking new 
BMW in front, one of those 
crooks in the army, be sup- 
posed, who grew rich by steal 
ing from the population at 
large, when I asked him about 
India’s nuclear test. 

India had five lamashas? he 
said without a pause. “We must 
have six tamashas and we must 
have them now!” Atamasha, on 
both sides of the Indo- Pak- 
istani border, means a bravura 
display, a dazzling exhibition. 
It is in these sorts of terms of 


sibling rivalry that India's nuclear 
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coup anf l the appropriate Pak- 
istani response are d iscussed 

When enemies are as ulti- 
mately dose and entwined in 
their histories as India and Pak- 
istan, there is something deeply 
childish about it -though no less 
dangerous for all that. 

More sophisticated voices 
take a more sombre line. A shop 
assistant in Islamabad said: 
“We must have a test. We only 
need one to block India. But we 
must have one.” 

There is, at rimes like this, 
an acute sense here of Pakistan 
being about one tenth the size 
of India, and the loser in each 
of the three post-independence 
wars. 

Yet the dilemma for the 
Pakistan government is that it 
is at least as vulnerable eco- 
nomically as militarily. India can 
with some degree of plausibil- 
ity shrug off the sanctions im- 
posed by the US and Japan. As 
one journalist writing in the 
Sunday Times of India put it 
cold-bloodedly: “It does not 
matter... if the anti-polio cam- 
paign is slowed down for at least 
a year. After all, future polio vic- 
tims will be blaming their fate 
on kanna, not on the political 
leadership of India or Japan.” 

Pakistan, by contrast, con- 
fronts an ugly choice. It has neg- 
ligible foreign reserves, and 
this year needs $4.5bn to meet 
its current account deficit. The 
sanctions that a nuclear test 
would automatically trigger 
would in turn precipitate a 
grave financial crisis. That is the 
world’s only hope in persuad- 
ing Pakistan not to do it. 

But Pakistani opinion at the 
highest level is that the deciaon 
to test has already been taken, 
and it is no longer a matter of 
whether but of when. Sources 
dose to Nawaz Sharif s govern- 
ment say that a Cabinet meeting 
on Sunday decided unanimously 
to support the decision to test, 
not even excepting the Minister 
of Finance. But preparations 
could take a month. 

In the meantime, the official 
tine is that a decision has not 
been reached, and that a na- 
tional consensus must be ob- 


tained first- Government 

spokesmen strive to give the im- 
pression that their minds are 
open on the subject. Address- 
ing a meeting of party workers 
in Lahore on Sunday, Prime 
Minister Sharif said: “The real 
thing is the possession of the ca- 
gpabitity. It is not necessary that 
itshould be shown. Pakistan was 
in a position to demonstrate its 
capability twenty years ago, 
and ft can demonstrate it today.” 

He went on to draw a dis- 
tinction between India’s “weak 
and unstable government", 
whose weakness had prompted 
it to carry out the tests, and the 
stability of Pakistan, where Mr 
Sharif rules with a huge 
majority. 

His stability is, of course, aid- 
ed by the absence of Benazir 
Bhutto, the leader of the Op- 
position, who is expected to be 
arrested on embezzlement 
charges if and when she returns 
to Pakistan from London. “BB” 
- as she is universally known — 
has been causing as much mis- 
chief as possible from the side- 
lines, urging the bombing of 
India's audear facilities and 
telling a Saudi newspaper that 
if Pakistan failed to respond in 
kind to the Indian test, India 

would launch a ground war in the 
disputed territory of Kashmir. 

This is a possibility that is also 
being raised in India: it is 
suggested that the government 
may well be in a mood to score 
another triumph in the state 
where 600,000 Indian troops are 
stationed to control Pakistan and 
Afghan sponsored insurgency. 

Among the triumphalism 
and paranoia a note of awful re- 
alism occasionally raises a small 
voice. On Sunday an Indian 
newspaper reported that more 
than a dozen people from the 
village of Khetolai, near the In- 
dian lest site, had reported 
symptoms of radiation sick- 
ness, including nose bleeds, 
loss of appetite and skin and eye 
irritation. Khetolai is one of sev- 
eral villages dotted around the 
nuclear site at Pokhran. India 
is currently demonstrating that 
the wellbeing of these peasants 
should be a very low priority. 


Machel air crash 
to be investigated 


CAPE TOWN (Reuters) — 
South Africa’s truth commission 
said yesterday that it would 
bold an inquiry into the air crash 
in which Samora Machel, the 
•Mozambican President, died 
in 1986, after new evidence 
emerged implicating the army. 

Dumisa Ntsebeza, head of 
investigations for the statutory 
Truth and Reconciliation Com- 
mission (TRC), said in a state- 
ment that a dosed investigative 
inquiry into the crash would be 
held on 4 June in Cape Tbwu. 

“The TRC has been pre- 
sented with new evidence link- 
ing the crash with the activities 
of the former South African De- 
fence Fbrce,” Mr Ntsebeza said. 

He said a former SADF 
military intelligence operative, 
two other ex-members of the 
SADF and a former Mozambi- 
can official had been invited to 
give evidence, but their identi- 


ties were withheld because of 
fear for their safety. 

Mr Machel - who led 
Mozambique to independence 
from Portugal in 1975 - and 33 
others died in a plane crash over 
South Africa in October 1986. 

Mozambique, then a close 
ally of the anti-apartheid move- 
ment, has never accepted the 
conclusion of an inquiry, 
chaired by South African Judge 
Cecil Margo in 1 987, that pilot 
error caused the plane to crash. 

The inquiry ignored evi- 
dence that Mr Mechel's Soviet- 
built Tupolev jet was diverted 
from its correct flight path by a 
radio beacon transmitting on die 
same frequency as the one at 
Maputo airport, its destination. 

The South African Presi- 
dent, NelsoD Mandela, who is 
companion to Mr MacheTswid- 
ow, Graca, last year reopened 
an investigation into the case. 


IN BRIEF 

No way through for Arafat 

A HASTILY arranged meeting in London between the US 
Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, and the Palestinian 
leader, Yasser Arafat, failed to find a way through the im- 
passe in the Middle East peace process. “We ... are working 
hard to overcome differences,” a State Department spokesnan 
said. Mrs Albright was more upbeat: “We had good, con- 
structive talks.” Mr Arafat said nothing as he left the 
Churchill Hotel — A® London 

Iranian moderates attacked 

HARDLINERS attacked Iranian students supporting the mod- 
erate President Mohammad Khatami, the latest in a series 
of attacks fay hardliners, who are widely believed to enjoy the 
support of powerful political forces. — Reuters, Tehran 

Yugoslav sanctions on hold 

WESTERN nations agreed to ease sanctions on new invest- 
ment in Yugoslavia after it agreed to open talks with ethnic 
Albanians on a political settlement to the crisis in Kosovo. 

— Reutera. London 
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Five minutes in 
the starry life 
of John Travolta 




ROSIE 

MILLARD 


IT WAS WORSE than meet- 
ing the Queen. In feet, meet- 
ing John Travolta was rather 
more like checking out the Sun 
King at Versailles. 

Travolta, star of Seventies 
pop musicals, disco king, chub- 
by darling of Pulp Fiction. 
was at the Cannes F ilm Fes- 
tival for his film Primary Col- 
ors. I was therefore offered an 
interview at his hotel on the 
Cap D' Antibes. In the old 
days, stars would stay in the 
middle of Cannes. Nowadays, 
only film financiers and joor- 


was like something out of the 
Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe. 

Turning the corner, I spot- 
ted the director of Primary 
Colors , Mike Nichols, taking 
a stroll amid the fragrant 
Mexican Orange bushes. Like 
you do. “Hello," I said. “You 
guys fitan the BBC?” he said. 
1 admitted that we were. “Re- 
member when Susan Son tag 
visited Andy Warhol? She got 
ail the way to his apartment 
and buzzed the door. 'He's not 
in,' said a man. *Oh shit,* she 
said. Bui I'm here with the 
BBCT And that was the whole 
piece! Ha ha ha ha!" 

Unsure how to cap this 
anecdote, 1 suggested that he 
might give me a few tips on 
haw 1 should treat tbe star. “Be 
as you are." he said. “He is as 
he is. You’ll like him." And 
with that he vanished behind 
a dump of jasmine. 

An exclusive interview? 
Don't make me laugh. Wfe 
were parked in a hut alongside 
20 others. It was boiling hot. 
After two hours, my moment 
arrived. “I told you we'd keep 



A presidential John Travolta in Primary Colors 


nalists stay in town. Celebs 
breathe a more refined air. Af- 
ter aO, they are treated as gods; 
obviously they must have their 
own Vhlhaha. 

The hotel looks like a 
French chateau; but rather 
than putting up French blue- 
bloods. it puts up with 20th- 
century aristas, i.e. film stars. 
Madonna stayed here. Bruce 
Waiis slays hens, Hugh Grant 
and Liz Hurley check in from 
time to time. If you find your- 
self directing jour tan to the 
Hotel Du Cap, you know 
you've made iL 

Arriving, we swept into 
the majestic entrance. A press 
person advanced, waving mad- 
ly. Wc swept out of the 
majestic entrance and turned 
down something with pot- 
holes in it. The tradesman's en- 
trance. By a large non gate we 
were slopped by a young man 
who looked rather like Tom 
Parker- Bowies. “That’s Tom 
Parker-Bowles," whispered 
my producer. 1 wasn't sur- 
prised. When you are viewed 
as royally, you need the min- 
ions of royalty about you. 
Tom advised us lo get out of 
our taxi and pointed up a long 
path, which wound through a 
sort of faux-wilderness. 

On the way up we bumped 
into a Japanese film crew 
coming the other way. Their 
faces looked strangely beatif- 
ic. Gearfy they had already had 
The Meeting, Icarae across an 
American woman sitting m the 

middle of the path on a 
dining-room chair. “Go up this 
path and turn left at the green 
wooden gate," she said. It 


to the schedule," enthused 
one of the PR& as if be ex- 
pected me to burst into tears 
of joy. 1 was led to a leafy ante- 
chamber. “Since you’re the 
BBC we've extended your in- 
terview to five minutes.'’ I 
found myself babbling thanks. 
A woman with an ear-piece ap- 
peared. “You will step forward 
and meet Mr Travolta. ” It was 
his 16th interview that day. 

What was he expecting? 
Another few minutes opposite 
a hot-looking journalist who 
would have time for four ques- 
tions. “I don't mind the press," 
be said “If you resist it, it's hard- 
er work than being open tu iL" 

What was I expecting? 
With PR people waving to the 
decreasing minutes, and the 
sense that 1 was receiving a 
huge favour, there was little 
hope of getting a balanced 
interview or interesting dis- 
cussion. Even if the questions 
are interesting, how can a 
person answer them thought- 
fully with 20 interviews a day? 
It's not until you say something 
surprising that the celeb even 
looks al you property. 

And so I offered up thanks 
to the God of Celebrity that 
a) i had seen Saturday Nigfu 
fmron stage in London and 
that b) Travolta had not. Be- 
cause when 1 told him about 
it his face lit up; he smiled; he 
turned into a proper person. 
Wc were having a proper con- 
versation. Then the publicity 
person did the wind-up sign 
and my 300 seconds were up. 


Haste Millard is the BBC s arts 
correspondent. 
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Nik Cohn (above) inspired a million medallion men. Tbe current London stage production of Saturday Night Fever (below) 
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Mr Saturday Night 




Nik Cohn will always be best known as the man who wrote the short story on which the blockbuster disco film 
'Saturday Night Fever' was based, but he considers his other books and journalism more important By Neil Spencer 



AX THE party to celebrate the 
premiere of Saturday Night 
Fever, The Musical, Barry Gibb 
of the Bee Gees offered a spe- 
cial word of praise for Nik 
Cohn. “Ft's all your bloody 
fault, isn’t it?" 

Indeed, it is. The keening 
harmonies of the Brothers 
Gibb, a million naff dance rou- 
tines by medallion men under 
the illusion that they were John 
Travolta in a white suit, tens of 
millions of records sold and 
cinema scats filled - it was aQ 
down lo Cohn and Another 
Saturday Night, the short story 
be dashed off back in ihc mid- 
Sewnties on which Saturday 
Night Fever was based. 

Just as the Bee Gees and 
Travolla were to find that film 
a mixed blessing - the singers 
have never shaken it off and 
Travolta only laid to rest the 
ghost of the protagonist Tony 
Manero after Pulp Fiction - so 
Cohn finds himself invariably 
described as the man who wrote 
it- though he didn't write the 
screenplay (“I had a go, but my 
script was the alpha and omega 
of turkeys") and considers his 
other books and his journalism 
more important. 

“ 'Fever has always been odd 
for me because it wasn't a big 
deal in my writing life," he says. 
“It was a anal! story. I was fin- 
ishing a novel at the lime, King 
Death . which I wasocawinced was 
the important thing, whereas it 
was the worst thing I ever wrote. 
It confirms what 1 have always 
suspected, that we have no idea 
what we're doing at the time, in 
life, in lovj: or anything else." 

What remains doubly odd 
about Fever is that although 
Cohn set his tale in Brooklyn, 
it was based entirely on his ex- 
periences of London mods back 
in the mid-Sixtics. He simply 
grafted their weekend rituals - 
the narcissism, the dancing, 
the rivalry - onto Italian New 
York. Even the mod argot 
stayed intact, after alL no-one 
in Brooklyn ever talked abut 
“being a Race", but native New 
Yorkers would still ask Cotan 
how many years of research it 
had taken to capture their ex- 
periences so acutely. 

“I touched on an arche- 
type." says Cohn. “Disaffected 
youth is disaffected youth -that 
lad standing there in Nowhcres- 
ville thinking there has to be 
more to it than this. Fever is 
about that hunger. What was 
different was that, previously 
people always became rock 
stare to escape. Fever concen- 


trated on tiny stardom, the 
idea that you could satisfy that 
hunger on your own turf." 

Cohn was 30 when he 
pennedvfaodier Saturday Nig/a, 
but already a writer of repute. 
In the Sixties he bad become a 
cause celebre, thanks to the 
novels he had written as a 
teenager - Market and I Am Still 
The Greatest Says Johnny Angelo 
- and Awopbopaloobop Alop- 
bamboom , his 1969 rock histoty 
which even now remains one of 
the definitive pop texts. 

’Em and informed, his writ- 
ing captured the mythology 
and texture of music and youth 
culture in snappy, waspish 
prose. The same quality In- 
formed his journalism for the 
Observer and the Sunday Times . 
which chronicled the pop 
decade in all Us peacock glory, 
though as Cohn points out 
“Swinging London was tiny - 
500 people and three night- 
clubs. In Muswell Hill it was still 
the 1950s." 

Cohn quit Britain for New 
York in 1975, though he re- 
mains a regular visitor. Today 
he is in senior statesman mode. 
Ensconced in a discreet but 
plush West End hotel, up at the 
dark-blue end nf the Monopoly 
board, he is burly, bearded and 
dapper, draped in a lovat suit 
topped off by correspondent 
shoes at one end and a large 
fedora at the other. He has al- 
ways worn hats, he tells me. 
Buck in the Sixties, it was flop- 
py, plum-coloured velvet jobs to 
go with his white suit. “Now the 
mere act of wearing a hat caus- 
es more oulrage than wander- 
ing through St James's Baric 
naked." 

Along with music, clothes 
and style arc one of Cohn's 
enduring fascinations, though 1 
am disappointed to find that he 
u not responsible for putting 
Travolta into a white suit for 
Fever. “I stopped wearing them _ 
when Tom Wolfe started wear- 
ing them. There was enough 
guff about me being tbe Eng- 
lish Wolfe and the suits would 
have made it seem like I was a 
wannabe, whereas 1 hated 
him." he laughs. 

Cohn was brought up in 
Derry, where his father, the cel- 
ebrated historian Nocman 
Cohn, was a university profes- 
sor. But academia held no in- 
terest fur a young man who had 
fallen in love with rock’n’roll. 
“And what do vou do when 


you’re completely, unskilled 
and averee to work?" asks 
Cohn. “You become a writer." 

Cohn still lives contentedly 
in New York, an American cit- 
izen with an American wife - 


job, and there is the real buzz. 
You only have to walk through 
Soho to feel that something is 
popping,” says Cohn, whose 
present obsession is the Asian 
drum V bass scene, the nexus 


Anglo- Asian drum n’ bass will 
doubtless feature in the book 
he is now completing. Yes We 
Have No..., a profile of mod- 
em Britain seeded by his 
Guardian columns of the same 


Tart and 


informed, his 
writing captured 
the mythology 
and texture of 
music and youth 
culture in snappy 
waspish prose 



“1 like the intensity of New 
York. England goes in phases, 
but America is never flat" - hut 
in the past few years his visits 
to the old country have become 
more frequent, ever since the 
Cohn antennae started lo pick 
up new and interesting signals 
from the grass roots. 

“There’s a false buzz about 
Cool Britannia, which Is a PR 


of musicians such as Talvin 
Singh and Nitin Sawnhcy and 
clubs such as Anokha and 
Swaraj, busy forging the sound 
of millennial Britain. “1 find 
endless fascination with new 
movements because it's always 
new and always familiar - 
Awaraj could be mod or could 
be Tony Manero." 

Cohn’s celebration of 


5 There are, he thinks, two 
| Britains; the official state and 
2 "foe republic" a term he picked 
up from a King's Cross hustler 
to describe “the amalgam of im- 
migrants and English and Irish 
who have fallen off the tree or 
are clinging precariously to 
one of its boughs. It is a very 
large proportion of the coun- 
try - perhaps as much as 40 per 
cent, according to Will Hutton. 
><tf We Have No... is a book 
about life in the republic." 

His other current project is 
Twentieth Century Dreams, 
which returns him to his col- 
laboration with Belgian artist 
Guy Peeliaert In 1974 the pair 
produced “Rock Dreams", a 
brilliantly realised set of fanta- 
sy pop portraits in which, for ex- 
ample. Rod Stewart is depicted 
as drunk and disorderly be- 
tween two coppers and the 
Stones as S&M transvestites. 

The new book extends the 
concept to the century, “be- 
ginning in 1914 with Rasputin 
and ending in 1999 with 
Yeltsin", says Cohn, whose 


favourite image is fo 1964. 
showing Muhammad 4j dri- 
ving a convertible doh the ; 
New Jersey turnpike wh his • - 
arm around Jackie Onasis. , 

It’s very dffferenlfrptn 
Cohn’s most recent work Meed, . 
a novel which attempts y ap- 
ply the techniques of m^cal- /** 
realism tocontemporafySfew.-.., T. 
York. Cohn calls it “an aoca- 
lyptic metaphysical novel aout . 
the journey of the soul”, vilcb . . - : - ■ 
is not what you expect to ear *• “ 
from a Utile Richard fan 4a ■-= . 
cites as his most rmpormt 
literary influence Mr Jelly idi, *&! 
the autobiography of the IS/ 1 .' ; 
Orleans jazz man Jelly fcll 
Morton. . . 

“I can’t claim lo bea . 
Catholic,” says Cohn, “ami- ^ 
don't much like the offied ■•4-- . 
church, but I've always been if ' 

terested in the mysteries that / / 

behind the church's daily wn rijfc ^-. 
mgs." lt*s a remark that h ring «L -; 
to mind his father Norman^^ 
recently reissued book, Tkmr -. 
Pursuit of the Millennium, a aenBF* j 
inal text, on the mystical aric*^ -^d 
apocalyptical currents of the~.”'-^m 
Middle Ages. "In every writing / • j 
life there should be cne hoofef-V : I 
that's completely internal," saySnlf : " 
Cohn. “ Need is very qnconw;,- • 
mercial but it will alw&sbe my j2.i- 
favourite book." . i. VJ. 
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e secret of Hazel 


Lansdale’s smile 
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^Human/tissue donated 
in the IPS for medical 
purposes is being used 
to give! British women 
Pamela Anderson-style 
pouts.Beautiful? . 
PerhaJs. But safe...? 

J5y Safih Lonsdale 











Hazel Lansdale before (above left) and after her lip augmentation operation 




Photographs: Rui Xavier/Neville Elder 


HAZEL L NSDALE touches 
her top L self-consciously, 
smiles anc stifles a giggle. “It 
feels reall strange," she says, 
"Like it's Jot my lip or some- 

! to learn to pro- 
/ords differently 
j sounds come 
ispy. But I’m 
so is Ian.” 
i boyfriend, is so 
[azel's new pout 
ght heir not one, 

' lipsticks from 
4it red, a purple 
ourite, and a 
a youthful 38, 
nut-brown eyes 
lased a perrna- 
new top lip at a 
. 

neat pout is a 
surgical prece- 
de ze -dried skin 
merica. Before 
•edure became 
imen wanting 
son pouts have 
d repeated col- 
, which dissipate 
y after three 

izdjust days be- 
rm,' and then she 
over with ex- 
r like a child be- 
She explained, 
ranted a prop- 
y she was so ex- 
“I have always 
ips, and they are 
neven. I have 
tsateby putting 
on, but I always 
ver the edges. . 


^►relath 
dure, 
tissue 
this n 


“1 have wanted to do some- 
thing about them for a long 
time now. Unless you have re- 
ally thin lips, you can't under- 
stand perhaps, why anyone 
would actually want an opera- 
tion to make them bigger, just 
like I suppose someone with a 
perfect figure can't understand 
a woman wanting liposuction or 
breast surgery. I looked at col- 
lagen injections, but they don't 
last, so the AUoDenn seems like 
my best option.” 

AlloDerm is a sterilised, re- 
hydrated skin tissue taken from 
human corpses and only avail- 
able from one company based 
in the United Stales. The sur- 
geon makes two indstons, on ei- 
ther side of the mouth, and 
threaife the tissue under the sur- 
face of the lip, in a procedure 
lasting just a few minutes. The 
tissue, which fuses with the 
patient's own dermis, has been 
used for the last three years as 
a skin graft for bums treatment 
and for scar reconstruction. 
This is the tissue's first purely 
cosnetic use and in Britain only 
a handful of Harley St practi- 
tioners use it in this way. British 
plastic surgeons, such as 
Richard Downes, who inserted 
the materia] into Hazel’s upper 
lip at his clinic at 103 Hariey 
Street, purchase the material 
direct from the American 
manufacturers. 

AUoDenn is freeze-dried 
skin tissue rendered inert by the 
removal of the cells, leaving a 
h uman tissue matrix made up 
from what is left - capillary 


walls and collagen. Before re- 
hydration in saline solution, 
AlloDerm looks like a sheet 
of off-white, thin, flexible 
cardboard. 

Whereas in Britain it is il- 
legal to trade in human body 
parts, the company which man- 
ufactures AlloDerm is licensed 
to sell the tissue to surgeons. 
The company, LifeCeU, which 
is based in Texas, is aware of the 
potential for controversy that 
the use of donated tissue for 
cosmetic purposes provokes. 


purely aesthetic and what is not 
"Reconstructive surgery for 
cleft lip can use AlloDerm, 
and some people have such thin 
lips that they interfere with their 
speech patterns. Neither of 
these conditions is medically 
life-threatening, yet surety you 
would agree that they are suit- 
able candidates for surgery 
using AlloDerm. 

“Similarly, if someone does 
not like the look of their mouth 
and if that person becomes 
stronger and more confident by 


‘l really like it, but I don’t know how 
my boyfriend feels about kissing me 
yet, because my lips have been too 
swollen to kiss up until now’ 


“LifeCeD has never promoted 
AUoDenn for lip augmenta- 
tion,” says Jane Lee Hicks, the 
company’s product develop- 
ment manager. “We have a li- 
cence to promote the tissue as 
a skin graft for bums. Once the 
surgeons have purchased 
AUoDenn, we cannot stop 
them from using it for other 
purposes.” 

Ms Hicks admits that the use 
of AlloDerm in purely cos- 
metic procedures has opened 
up a grey area, but she argues 
that it is very difficult to define 
in plastic surgery what is 


having an AlloDerm augmen- 
tation, then who should arbi- 
trate over whether they should 
have access to AlloDerm or 
not?” 

AlloDerm is derived from 
pieces of skin tissue, usually 
taken from the back or stom- 
ach, and IifeCell markets it in 
varying sizes, from 7cm by 7cm 
for large wounds, to 1cm 
squares for smaller procedures 
such as gum grafts. The tissue 
is sold for a sliding scale fee, 
starting at $50 for a 1cm 
square, rising to $400 for a 3cm 
by 7cm sheeL 


Plastic surgeons specialising 
in bums treatment here in 
Britain argue that they are not 
yet convinced of the tissue’s 
safety and would therefore only 
use it in a medical emergency, 
rather than for a non-urgent 
cosmetic procedure. "I am not 
sure whether all the potential 
for virus transmission has been 
solved,” says Mr Bill Dixon, 
consultant plastic surgeon spe- 
cialising in burns at Momston 
Hospital, in Swansea. “Where 
at aU possible, I prefer to use 
skin grafts from donor sites on 
the patient” 

Hazel Lansdale is not con- 
cerned about the provenance of 
her new lips. “It’s not like they 
don't dean it or anything Gist 
It’s completely sterilised. They 
use it for bums, so it must be 
safe,”she says. 

John McGregor, a consul- 
tant plastic surgeon who spe- 
cialises in facial surgery both 
within the NHS, at St John’s 
Hospital in Livingstone, and in 
private practice, has not used 
AlloDerm in treating either 
his private or NHS patients. “It 
is an expensive material to use 
for bunk. As for something like 
lip augmentation, you might be 
prepared to donate some of 
your skin for a relative or for 
someone with serious life- 
threatening bums, but you 
might not be particularly hap- 
py if your skin is being used to 
make someone’s lips bigger,” be 
says. 

Whereas AlloDerm costs 
surgeons approximately £30 


per square centimetre, fresh 
frozen skin sold to bums units 
via NHS skin banks costs just 
34 pence per square centi- 
metre. 

Jackie Sullivan, who runs the 
Surgical Advisory Service in 
Harley Street and who has 
arranged Hazel’s operation, 
argues that AUoDenn is avail- 
able commercially on the open 
market and no one is losing out 
“If there were a shortage of it, 
that would be another matter,” 
she says. 

After the operation, during 
which Hazel says she felt no 
pain at all, “just rather a pleas- 
ant sleepy feeling”, her new top 
lip takes about two weeks to set- 
tle down and another week for 
an inflamed area, where she in- 
advertently tugged at her stitch, 
to heaL During this time sbe has 
applied antibiotic cream and 
Vaseline to her Kps, to prevent 
infection. 

Before the operation, Ian 
had been saying he was look- 
ing forward to Hazel looking 
like Pamela Anderson. Does 
she feel like Pamela now? 
Haze! demurs. “It’s aU veiy new. 
I realty like iL So does Ian. I 
don't know how he feels about 
kissing me yet, because my lips 
have been too swollen to kiss 
up until now,” sbe says. 

“I’m very very happy with 
the Surgical Advisory Service, 
who arranged the operation for 
me and I'm already planning to 
have my facelift there, which 
Ian is giving me for my 45th 
birthday present” 


bntact lenses that can damage your eyes 


I rpn mak e your irises 
!, change colour or dis- 
. Yotj choose stars or 
or hive tiny faces peep- 
m behind your eyelash- 
windows to the soul have 
det orators in. 
ktai lenses — cosmetic 
lei ses with no optical 
-an the newest thing on 
ncefloor and the cat- 
toalk. The lesigner Alexander 
•McQueen os featured them on 
jhis mode ; and they are at- 
/ trading a growing following. 
Suke all-fashion crazes, they 
I come wim their' own health 


Fashion-conscious teenagers are putting their sight at risk. By Jeremy Laurance 
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wle m the law means 
uses can be sold any- 
toss the counter, on 
ills of by-mail order. 
, optical problem they 


correct, so there is no need for 
an optician. This means that 
there is nobody to check that 
they fit property, no inspection 
of the health of the eye and no 
advice on cleaning and main- 
tenance. 

Worse, easy access brings an 
easy-going attitude to their use. 
■jfeenagers are said to be swap- 
ping lenses to match their mood 

or outfit heedless of the risk of 
cross infection. Bugs present in 
one person’s eye, which cause 
no problem, may flare up into 
a nasty infection when trans- 
ferred into the different im- 
munological environment of 
someone else’s eye. 

Theoretically there is even 
a risk that HIV couldfre trans- 
ferred this way. The virus is 
transmitted in bodily fluids and 



Popular with clubbers - but not with opticians 


may be present in tears, al- 
though there are no recorded 
instances of infection by this 
route, - 

Consultant ophthalmologists 
fear that laxity in the supervision 
of contact lens-wearers will re- 
sult in more infections which, 
though rare, can have devas- 
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fating consequences. About five 
in every 10,000 wearers of soft 
lenses, the most popular kind, 
require treatment each year, but 
this rises to 20 per 10,000 for 
extended-wear lenses which 
may be left in day and night for 
np to three months. 

Infection and oxygen depri- 
vation are the principal prob- 
lems for contact lens-wearers. 
The soft lenses cover most of 
the cornea (the transparent 
surface of the eye) preventing 
air getting to it An fll-fittiug 
lens can aggravate the problem 
of Otygen deprivation and in se- 
vere cases where the problem 
is prolonged, blood vessels can 


grow into the cornea, interfer- 
ing with vision. Hard lenses, 
which are smaller and sit over 
the pupa, have fewer prob- 
lems with oxygen deprivation 
and lower infection rates, be- 
cause less of the eye is covered. 

Professor Roger Buckley, 
chairman of the contact lens 
committee of the General Op- 
tical Council said: “We know 
they can be just as harmful to 
the eye as ordinary contact 
lenses, but foe risks are greater 
because they are not fitted and 
do instruction is given in clean- 
ing and maintenance.” 

Handling lenses with dirty 
hands and failing to dean them 
property is the quickest way to 
guarantee an infection. AU 
the usual suspect bugs are 
capable of doing damage - 
stapkybcoccus, pneumococcus, 
pseudomonas. One of the most 
setioosi&acanthamoeba keratitis 
which causes scarring of the 
cornea and can result in the 
need for a comeal graft 

The bigger the surface of the 
eye that is covered by the lens, 
the easier it is for protein to 
build up on it, forming a biofilm 


in which bugs can thrive. The 
best defence against infection, 
therefore, is frequent cleaning 
and replacement of lenses. 

David Gamy, consultant 
ophthalmologist at Mooxfields 
Eye hospital, in London, said: 
“Acanifmmoeba infections have 
become more prevalent over 
the past 15 years. It is a bug that 
forms cysts which are very re- 
sistant to being killed, so it is 
ubiquitous - in taps, shower 
heads and swimming pools. 
Cleaning and replacing lenses 
is essential. Swapping them is 
an awful thing to do.” 

Doctors and opticians are 
concerned about the growth of 
mail-order sales of contact lens- 
es, whether cosmetic or con- 
ventional, which reduce the 
likelihood of customers’ eyes 
being checked and the right ad- 
vice given. One mail-order firm. 
Vision Direct, was successful- 
ly prosecuted by the General 
Optical Council this month 
for failing to provide proper su- 
pervision of the sale of the lens- 
es tty an optician. 

Mr Gartiy said “1 am horri- 
fied by the idea of selling a med- 
ical appliance by mail order. 
Patients may end up in casual- 
ty if they are not followed np.” 


Did you hear 
about the 
speculum and 
the strawberry? 



DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


“DO you think drug reps are 
any good?” 

“In what sense?" 

“Well, do you think they 
make a difference?" 

“For most GPs, probably 
noL But Fra sure a few are 
susceptible. For example ...” 

“Hang on. Remember 
this chap writes for The 
Independent” 

“Oh bollocks to that. 
We've got a doctor in our 
practice who dishes out anti- 
biotics like Smarties. One 
minute he's mad about 
Azithromycin, the next it’s 
Grepafioxacin. There just 
didn’t seem to be any ratio- 
nale to it” 

“Except they’re aU new, 
expensive wonder drugs.” 

“Precisely. So we looked 
in his diaiy and saw when the 
drug reps were calling.” 

“And?” 

“He sees loads of them. 
But the fascinating thing is, 
he only takes notice of some 
of them.” 

“Which ones?” 

“The pretty ones with big 
Charlies.” 

“That’s disgusting,” 

“No it's not It’s good 
sales technique. The phar- 
maceutical company has a 
product to sell to a largely 
sceptical and burn-out group 
of customers. So why not 
sweeten the message with a 
bit of lust? Excuse me while 
I bend over to open my 
briefcase, doctor.” 

THE toughest decision for 
any after-dinner speaker is 
deciding whether to do the 
dinner. Miss it and come 
over as offish and ungra- 
cious? Or try to be funny af- 
ter limp chicken and leaden 
pudding? And then there’s 
the conversation. Will it give 
you a valuable insight into 
your audience, or just bore 
the Charlies off you? Most of 
my audiences are medical, 
and, on a good night, sitting 
through dinner is a great 
way of topping up your 
anecdotes ... 

“OUR senior partner used to 
dress up as a woman.* 

“You’d be surprised how 
many doctors are trans- 
vestites.” 

“Oh no, he wasn't a trans- 
vestite. He had a drug prob- 
lem." 

“Eh?" 

“When his bag was emp- 
ty and he needed some more 
morphine, he'd disguise him- 
self as a woman, write a pre- 
scription for a female patient 
who didn't exist and redeem 
it at the local pharmacy 

“Didn’t anyone recognise 
him?” 

h I’m sure they did. It 
wasn’t a terribly good dis- 


guise. But I guess they 
thought he’s a doctor, be 
most know what he’s doing.” 

“And what did the other 

doctors think?” 

“We weren’t terribly 
amused. But he was the se- 
nior partner and they carried 
a lot of clout in those days. 
But eventually we had to let 
him go.” 

' “And he stopped doing 
it?” 

“Oh no. He moved to 
Halifax and set up on his 
own." 

(Pause for wine.) 

“I worked in Halifax.” 

“You poor sod” 

“The patients were great. 
But the branch surgery didn't 
have a chair for them.” 

“You’re kidding. When 
was this?” 

“In 1981. There wasn’t a 
couch either. The patients 
would come In expecting 
very little and go out with 
even less.” 

“We had a surgeon doing 
locums in our practice who 
wouldn't let the patients sit 
down. He used to wedge his 
foot under their chair so 
when they tried to pull it out, 
they couldn't” 

“In my practice, they all 
get a seat” 

“Yeah, but they can't get 
out of them. You should see 
his waiting room. Bloody 
great bucket seats that all the 
oldies get stuck in 'cause 
their hips are lower than 
their knees. They never get 
near a doctor.” 

“Rubbish.” 

“It's not rubbish. Tell me 
this, right Why did you re- 
locate your surgery up 
Barton Hill?” 

“For the view ” 

“Bollocks. It's so all the 
realty sick patients coflapse 
half-way up and never make 
It to the front door." 

(More wine.) 

“So did yon see the 
snooker?" 

“In parts. I was on calL 
The first three bouses had it 
on but the last bad Moll 
Flanders.” 

“I hate it when that hap- 
pens. Did you ask them to 
switch over?" 

“Didn't need to. When 
Moll started shagging, they 
got all embarrassed." 

“What, they don’t want 
their doctor to know they 
watch Songs of Praise and soft 
pom on a Sunday?” 

“Exactly. So on came 
John and Ken.” 

“Dr Kerwin saw it live.” 

“Moll Flanders ?” 

“No, the snooker. She’s 
potty about h. Followed Hig- 
gins through every round.” 

“Is she still single?” 

“Yeah. It might be some- 
thing to do with the fact she 
keeps her uterus in a pot in 
the garage. It pots men off” 

“I should imagine so." 

( Even more wine.) 

“Hey, you’ll never guess 
what happened to our 
practice nurse." 

“What?" 

“She was doing a smear 
the other day, popped the 
speculum in and a straw- 
berry fell out” 

“You’re kidding. What 
did she do?" 

“Ignored it” 

“That’s amazing. I’d have 
pissed myself. Was it ripe?" 

“Does it matter?" 

“No. I guess in those sit- 
uations you’ve just got to roll 
with iL" 
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Julie Carter thought taking a gang of 
street kids under her wing was a good 
move. Not everyone in Grimsby 
agrees. By Susan de Muth 


THERE is washing drying 
everywhere )rtu turn in Julie 
Carter's tiny flat in Grimsby. 
“We've been camping in the 
country,” she explains, “and we 
all got covered in mud.” Julie 
has taken in five homeless 
teenagers to live with her and 
her own son, 14-year-old Eliot. 
Sometime she even erects a tent 
in her back garden to accom- 
modate extra visitors. 

In her living-room. 23 more 
children aged between 12 and 
17 jostle for space on the sofa, 
perch on the arms or settle for 
the floor. They come here every 
day after school and at week- 
ends. The type of kids most peo- 
ple shun: members of a street 
gang which has often .been in 
trouble with the law, many have 
drug, alcohol or psychological 
problems. They are a noisy 
bunch, too. shouting to be heard 
over a jungle beat not many 42- 
year-olds could stomach. 

But Julie Carter is no ordi- 
nary 42 -year-old. Tired of see- 
ing these kids hanging round on 
street comers with nowhere to 
go, provoking the residents, 
intimidating local businesses 
and getting moved on by the 
police, she opened her doois to 
them eight weeks go. 

With her fluffy hair, big 
eyes, talk of the “power of 
love” and the unvarying tone of 
quiet respect with which she ad- 
dresses these rowdy teenagers, 
she seems at the very least 
naive, yet the kids turn down 
the music when she asks them 
to and, passing round a talking 
stick, take it in orderly turns to 
speak. 

“Julie’s like a mum to me,” 
says 16-year-old Lisa, whose 


round cheeks have an un- 
healthy grey pallor. “She really 
helps. I’ve been living here for 
a week and have started to 
come off the drugs- 1 have been 
taking speed and coke since I 
was 13 - a dealer first gave them 
to me in exchange for me carry- 
ing heroin for him in my school 
bag.” 

“Julie listens to me,” says 
Lou. “She’s given me back 
some hope in life. Everyone’s 
been telling me I’m bad since 
l can remember . . . school, my 
parents ... they said I'd never 
even get a job, but Julie's al- 
ready arranged some work ex- 
perience for me a printer’s. 7 

A chubby 12-year-old de- 
scribes how many of the gang, 
some as young as six or seven, 
were drinking alcohol on a 
regular baas before Julie in- 
vited them in for tea. “We’d be 
out on the street ’til 11 or 12al 
night,” he says, puffing on a 
sodden roll-up proffered by 
an older child. “They Ve closed 
down all the youth dubs near 
here and you get really bored. 
The older kids buy booze for 
the younger ones, it’s cheaper 
than drugs, but if we got some 
dope or pills, we’d do them, 
too.” 

Daily life at Julie's flat is an 
endless round of washing. cook- 
ing. cleaning and cups of tea. 
The kids share the chores and, 
though money is tight, those 
who have homes bring food 
parcels for those who don’L The 
group has established a list of 
■ rules which are tacked to the 
back of a door. 

Julie is the first to acknowl- 
edge that she has no qualifica- 
tions for her self-appointed 
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Julie Carter and her house guests (above). Many have been in trouble with the taw or have drug problems. Now, they crowd into her home (below)Photographs: Susan e Muth 



duties as house mother and 
counsellor but feels her own his- 
tory gives her an insight and 
understanding that childcare 
professionals often lack. “I've 
been involved in prostitution, 
theft and self-mutilation,” she 
admits. “When I was 21. 1 tried 
to kill myself but I dragged my- 
self out of the gutter, literally, 
and made a good life for my- 
self and Eliot. 

“I can see the potential in 
these children that everyone's 
rejecting - they’re bloody beau- 
tiful kids and I want to help 
them realise that. When I talk 
to them I txy to rebuild their 
self-esteem. Things like the 
camping weekend bond us asa 
group.” 

Since Julie opened her 
doors the groups have experi- 
enced some major dramas in- 
cluding a heroin overdose and 
two attempted suicides. Eliot, 
who has been home-educated 
by Julie since he was 11. is 
remarkably unfazed by the 


changes in his domestic cir- 
cumstances. “It’s a bit stressful 
at times," he concedes, “but 
mum consulted me before she 
did this and 2 agree with her. 
TTie most I've ever shared my 
room with is eight - we some- 
times let extra people stay over 
in a crisis, then help them sort 
things out with their families the 
next day. Pets are welcome, too. 
At the moment, a rat and two 
mice are residing in Eliot’s 
bedroom. “They're often the 
only thing a child has got to 
love," Julie says. 

Julie currently has a 15- 
year-old runaway staying with 
her. “He was sleeping out in a 
garage,” she says. “I’ve asked 
social services to come and 
lake him to a safe bouse but in 
two weeks nothing has hap- 
pened. The police have told me 
it is illegal to have a child un- 
der 16 staying with me without 
parental consent but what can 
I do? There are pushers, pimps 
and paedophiles out there and 



if 1 know that there is no way 
a kid is going home I want to 
give him shelter." 

tales of sexual, emotional 
and physical abuse by their 
families are common among 
JuJie's “guests” but sometimes 
they are simply no longer wel- 
come at home. “My mum and 
stepdad say they can't cope with 


me any more," says Lou. “They 
don't care where I am so long 
as 1 am not bothering them. 
They've got three other children 
now and mum’s glad I've come 
to live with Julie." 

The local authority is not 
impressed, maintaining that 
Julie's actions are “causing 
fragmentation within families”. 


Their approach would be to 
mediate between the youngsters 
and their families in the hope 
of reconciliation. “Mrs Carter 
does not, in most cases, have the 
consent of these young people's 
parents for them living with 
her,” said a spokesman. “She is 
also causing overcrowding.” 

Julie's neighbours are also 
opposed to her brand of phil- 
anthropy and she has been 
physically threatened A mid- 
dle-aged couple, who declined 
giving their names, organised a 
meeting recently which was at- 
tended by about 20 irate resi- 
dents. 

“These are the same kids 
who were hanging round dam- 
aging cans and being abusive,” 
said one. “Why should we back 
a project to help them?" Res- 
idents are also worried that any 
sort of “hostel-type" situation 
in the area would lower the val- 
ue of their houses. 

Julie, meanwhile, is aware of 
the need to establish a more of- 


ficial base for her poject and ‘ 
would welcome thl involve- 
meat of the authoities. To- - " 
gether with a “core ^oup” of ? •; 
enthusiastic childretihe has r r ^| 
established an or^msation '•> 


called SOS 2000. Th* aim to-J^ 


acquire a large bufldigm .• 

area where they coulcset upa^|‘ 
youth dub and a h&fct fo£ji|K 
homeless young peojk. Th$*||jr' 
teenagers have geamm^ITthe l^'- . 
publicity materialstheiselves^^ 
and are washing cars ad walk- 
ing dogs to bring in finds. 

SOS 2000 already is the 
support of local MP Austin . , 
Mitchell and several loci bua- 
nesses have offered sponmship 
when it is up and runniq. “It’s 
a race against time," sayjulie. 

“1 obviously can’t operatifrom . ' 
my flat indefinitely. Bui if can’t "y» 
hack it what will happn to' 
these young people? Wh* wifi ^ 
happen to the iitde hopethey 
have got ifyet another adir lets " 
them down?" 

Some names have been dialed. 
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I DON'T remember making a coherent 
decision but always knew I would make 
a living with words. I was a fairly book- 
ish but bright enough to know that it 
would be foolish to assume that 1 could 
pay the bills that way, at that time the 
number of people in the UK making a 
success out of writing science fiction 
could be numbered on the fingers of one 
hand after a bad industrial accidenL - 
Journalism was rather unfashionable 
and as we did not have “the media”, 
there were few jobs on offer. The clas- 
sic way was starting on the Pig Feed Ad- 
vertiser and working your way up. 
However, being quite good at quick writ- 
ing. I decided it was my best option. So 
at 17 1 sent a letter off to the editor of 
the local paper informing him that J 
hoped to leave school neat year, with 
three A levels, and asking if there 
would be a jab going. He wrote back that 
be didn't know about next year but he 
had one right now. 

It would have been nice if the Bucks 
Free Press had been in a grand office with 
oak panelling, but it was a fairly non- 
descript Sixties high-rise, though the 
phrase hardly applies in High Wycombe, 
it probably had five or six siorcys-Thc 
editorial offices were al the lop, with the 
front office downstairs, next door to a 
Chinese restaurant. But it look mu all 
of 05 seconds to decide not to finish my 
education and leave a year early. I hat- 
ed school, it was the Sixties after all - 
although in High Wycombe we were hav- 
ing the 1950s reheated. My parents were 
supportive.- after all. the paper was one 
of the pillars of the local community- 
As a trainee on £#-50 a week, 1 
worked incredibly bard. Anyone who as- 
pired to practically anything in South 



w:r£Py. , 
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of the estate are not going to be “up in 
arms" until you've phoned them up. Life 
became a series of cliches because it is 
a series of cliches. I finally found that I 
knew how to do this - there was no more 
fear. The revelation was that here was 
something that I was good at. I hadn't 
had marry opportunities before. Ear years 
l had struggled with maths and school 
work. By the time my school friends were 
leaving university, 1 was' inordinately 
proud of not only feeling competent with 
the English language, but proven com- 
petent - people were paying me mon- 
ey every week to continue. 

On a local newspaper there is a com- 
plicity between the writer and the read- 
er. Both of you take for granted (hat 
High Wycombe, for example, is an im- 
portant place and the centre of the uni- 
verse. You learn that the reader is an 






Terry Pratchett: Learnt his craft in 
the newsroom of his local paper 


Bucks would sooner or later find my 
moped coming up their drive. Sometimes 
I was out seven nights a week. 1 would 
work all day Saturday with my only free 
time during the day cm Sundays. Swot- 
ting for A-Ievels. I would have spent 
three hours a night doing my homework, 
so bogging off to cover Seer Green Parish 
Council seemed easy in comparison - 
and I got paid for it. 

The chief reporter had the oldest 
typewriter I have ever seen, made out 
of cast iron, with chcrub-likc shapes com- 
ing out of the sides. The newsroom was 
all a hit low-rent, because with journal- 
ists how can it be anything else? It was 
full of characters, one of whom hud heen 
off to fight in the Spanish Civil Wtr hut 
got on the wrong boat and ended up in 
Hull. i‘d discovered a world into which 
l fitted perfectly. 

1 soon had the formula for how to 
cover a murder, a big court case, a row 
- indeed, how to start one. The residents 


integral part of the process. Wfe had some 
first-class photos of the Earth taken from 
the moon during one of the Apollo mis- 
sions. Westminster Press, which owned 
us. sent down an order to use them be- 
fore everybody else. There were im- 
portant local stories that had to be moved 

off the front page, but the editor, Arthur 
Church, came up with what we consid- 
ered a marvellous Solomon-like judg- 
ment I suppose the moon shines on 
High %n>mbe just like everywhere else. 

There is probahly a similarity between 
Discworld. the setting for my books, and 
High Wycombe, although the second 
does have an independent existence, just 
off the M40. Both sets of readers are tak- 
en into a world about which they have 
a lot of background knowledge. Disc- 
world started, and became successful, be- 
cause 1 took a variation on the classic 
posl-lblkiuninn fantasy universe but 
wrote it as if I was on the local paper. 
Or perhaps, fra still reporting on the real 
world through Discworld. A reviewer 
who wanted to be critical of my books 
claimed they encourage a cosv mindset 
between the writer and reader’! thought 
I could live willi that. 


Writing for local newspapers W* L -' ' 

made me very disciplined. I'm used 0 ' ' " ” 
turning in my copy on lime. The ifctcaJ ' 7 . ' " 

ireri^esy burnt out any desire to bclieeft ' ’’ - 
that writing was something you did who- 
the muse caught you, otherwise thee”; ' 

would be a large hole on page 3. Thcrr' • 

was no theory of journalism, like the; 
teach today, the only theory wax coulD -'!%• 'f 
we have 400 words by 330pm. What’D V fr]L N* •• . 
more, I discovered things I would havd" Mw® 1 '■ 
never learnt on a literature course: a word ^ 11 - 

that is not read is a word that is not worth . ' . 
writing. It has now become part of mypsy-- -j 
che. I am fairly superstitious - 1 will start' {(h-*.. 

a new hook within a week of finishing the' " . HC 

old one. Although much of it wfllprob- minis 1 ^ 

ably never see the light of day, I’ve dug •’ . . ' A p 

a small furrow in the next field. A bif iflee-T ; ; Jty UvJ 
local journalism; if you're no! writing/:" , v t\T|j 
something you don't exist - you’re jusVao 1 H 

some berk hanging around. - 
A journalist makes himself ravisiWfffe’ ' 
because we’re told it is the fads that mat^j - 

ter. My amused detached ironk tonedf * > ISfr; D; v 
voice, which has been one of the tays'T.- . 


>H S 

Sc 




same source. • -• 

In the next book, winch Tm working 

on. I bring back a character, Agnes Hi tti f 
who isa fat witch. When she was achild T -. . TfoN'T'- 
she had an invisible friend; aitbmigh now.O. : 
older, she still she has this companion : 


who is now mote of an invisible enemy i ■■ 

- the thin girl inside every fat girl- who ’ | ; T. 

comments on everything she do^- FvC -T ; " - ' 


always assumed that everybody has- ! V 
their own internal editor, who toqfeover. T 
their shoulder and comments and glands 4 ; 

back disDaxsionatoJv . raMr.' 


back dispassionately even armtwneh^f. : 

of supreme joy. Tve become awade that \ 


( --j m _ 

of supreme joy. Tve become awatt tbtf 
l*m a natural observer and I suppose^ 
that’s why 1 felt at home in the newsroom, 
- and there was always an editor on dtnyl 


Terry Prutciiett’s latest Discworld navA 
'Thc Last Continent', is published bf 
Doubleday at£16.99. '■ ■- 

Interview by Andrew G Marsh# 
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THH designer and artist Enid 


It was an enduring love affair 
which led her to iuih« f mm 
early chfldhood, an important 
collection of decorative objects 
from fabrics, cigarette cards 
and inn signs to ceramics, corn 

dollies and even gingerbread 
moulds/ 

But it -was the creation of 
new patterns 'for which Want 
was celebrated Dming her long 
career- spanning over 70years 
- this: distinguished designer 
produced a kaleidoscope of 
work including stamps, seating 
fabric and posters for London 
Sransport, books and book- 
jackets, wrapping paper, logos, 
laminates for the wartime Util- 
ity Furniture. Panel (she was 
awarded the coveted title Roy- 
al Designer for Industry in 
1944)r packaging labels, rugs 
and menu cards. “Pattern- 
making comes as second na- 
ture,” she once said. 

Marx, second cousin thrice 

removed of Kail, was petite and 
charmi n g, industrious and a 
perfectionist, outspoken and 
campaigning. Indeed outspo- 
kenness and wilfulness occa- 
sionally landed her in trouble; 
a secret government job during 
gfre Second World War was 


short-lived - she was requested 
to leave after asking for extra 
paper to doodle on. 

Her refusal to toe the line 
also meant she failed to achieve 
her diploma from (he Royal 
College of Art, where she stud- 
ied in the 1920s. The thought 
of producing the required 
“washed-out W illiam Morris 
stuff” was untenable - she had 
just discovered the excitement 
of Picasso and Braque. 

Sir Frank Short refused to aJ- 
low her into his wood-engraving 
dass; he said she drew so bad- 
ly she wasn't worth teaching. 
But her fellow-student Eric 
Ravilious sneaked her in after 
hours and taught her what he 
had learned that day. Mars 
failed to get a diploma because 
she insisted on drawing in an ab- 
stract manner. It was at this time 
that she Erst thought of be- 
coming a textile designer. 

However, the seeds of her in- 
terest in textiles had been sown 
in childhood when an employ- 
ee in the local draper’s gave her 
a coUection of ribbon samples: 

I was aged about Tour, and to my 
mother's consternation, united the 
whole department to tea, telling 
them to bring their awn cups! I re- 
member the ribbons well; they were 
pasted on cards with louse ends 
Cor feeling. 1 was especially pleased 



Mane Self-portrait, c !925 


when he gave me wide samples of 
fancy ribbons, with plaids or flowers 
and deckle edges. The narrow baby 
ribbons were of no interest to me, but 
1 l»x*k ihcm out of fear I’d nut get 
tile wider ones. 1 never did anything 
with them except heard them. 

She also collected French 
poetry books covered in pattern 
papers, children's books and toy 
theatre sheets - she and Eric 
Ravilious used to visit Pollock’s 
shop in Hoxtnn where they 
watched women employees 
hand-colour the pattern sheets. 

Her first encouragement to 
draw had come at Rocdcao 
School where the enlightened 
Head of Art, Dorothy Martin, 
let her young pupils draw from 
nudes. “Roedean practically let 
rae do drawing frill-time in my 
last year." The pupils learned 
carpentry too - “so I got a 
grounding in the use or tools. I 
also did a lot of cookery there 
during the war because it was 
a way lo gel more to eat. I 
used to hide jam tarts up my 
knicker legs." 

After Roedean, Marx at- 
tended the Central School of 
Art and then the RCA Her first 
work was for the renowned 
textile design team Phyllis Bar- 
ron and Dorothy Larchcr. The 
potter Norah Braden had in- 
troduced Marx to them and 
their textiles and in 192S she 
joined their Hampstead studio 
as an apprentice. 

A year later she started her 
own workshop - in a cowshed 
on Hampstead Hill - designing 
and making hand-blockprinled 
textiles. The work was sold 
through the Little Gallery, off 
Sloane Street, and later at Dun- 
bar Hay, a gallery in Albemar- 
le Street opened in 1936 to show 
the work of young designers. 

Marx’s designs, usually ab- 
stract and geometric, soon be- 
came extremely fashionable 
and sought-after - customers in- 
cluded Gerald du Manner and 
Gertrude Lawrence. Publishers 
recognised that the designs 
would work well on book jack- 
ets. The first, jn 1929, was a 
book on the work of the en- 
graver Albrecht Durer. Then 
came jackets for Cbatto and 
Windus where a commission for 
two designs prompted Marx to 
produce 15, of which the pub- 
lisher bought 12. And, for Cur- 
wen Press, Marx completed her 
first range of patterned papers. 

In the late 1930s Marx and 



One of Marx's textile designs for seating on London buses and Underground trains, 1937. Some are still in use today Photograph; Sally Hunter Fine Art 


her long-time friend Margaret 
Lambert teamed up for their 
first folk art project and began 
collecting print ephemera, 
scrapbooks, valentines, paper 
peepshows, children's books and 
toys for a book entitled When 
Victoria hegan to Reign, published 
by Faber & Faber in 1937. 

Immediately before the Sec- 
ond World Whr she designed 
imprinted PVC and rayon lin- 
ings for Whatajoy Luggage. 
The patterns included pro- 
peller-driven planes - “much 
later 1 had to take the propellers 
off to modernise the designs”. 

Marx was then spotted by 
Christian Barman and Frank 
Pick and was asked by the Lon- 
don Passenger Transport Board 
to design the bard-wearing, 
cotton-velvet seating fabric, 
known as moquetle, for use on 
London bus and Tube seats. It 
remained among the work of 
whicb she was most proud: 

The project was great fun because 
there was a vety stria brief The seat- 
ing needed to look fresh at all times, 
even after bricklayers bad sat on it, 
so there was a camouflage problem. 
The design, therefore, had to be bold 
but, because it was for a moving ve- 
hicle. should not be dazzling to pas- 
sengers. In order to achieve the 
right effect strong contrasting tones 
had to be used, combined with 
changes of texture, from cut to un- 
cut moquetle. The scale of the repeat 


was governed by the economy of 
cutting up upholstery for seals of 
divergent sizes. 

The results are the strong and 
timeless geometric designs still 
in use today. 

Marx always embraced the 
challenge offered up by tackling 
many different types of work 
and during the war years began 
writing and illustrating her own 
children's books - one. Bulgy the 
Barrage Balloon, could only be 
completed after the Ministiy of 
Defence gave Marx permission 
to depict a barrage balloon. 
They were very small format 
books printed on off-cuts. 

Marx's skills as a water- 
colourist were also drawn upon 
when the Pilgrim Thist com- 
missioned 14 watercolours to 
record notable British buildings 
under threat from German 
bombing. 

Towards the end of the war, 
in 1943. the furniture designer 
Gordon Russell invited Enid 
Marx to be a member of the 
Board of Hade Utility Furniture 
team. The furniture was turned 
out cheaply and in large quanti- 
ties for people who had suffered 
bomb damage. Marx was re- 
sponsible for textiles. Her task was 
to create as greal a variety as pos- 
sible from a very limited supply 
of yarns and range of colours. 


After the war she began 
working again for publishers 
and formed a strong bond with 
Penguin. There web a prestigious 
commission from Morton Sun- 
dour for a collection of printed 
furnishing fabrics, and in 1947, 
with Margaret Lambert, Marx 
published the scholarly English 
Popular and Traditional Art. Her 
seminal boakEngpsh Popular Ait 
(1951), again written with Lam- 
bert, was republished in 1989 by 
Merlin Press. 

The Queen's Coronation in 
1953 gave Marx the chance to 
explore yet another design 
medium - postage stamps. It 
was a commission she relished: 
One of my greatest pleasures has 
been to work on stamps. The design 
is a sort of puzzle. Into this tiny na- 
tional visiting card has to be fitted the 
Sovereign's bead, the value and the 
given subject, commemorative or 
otherwise. For the Coronation de- 
finitives the four flower emblems of 
the Hn gdnm had to be exactly the 
same she. In order that there 
shouldn't be any ‘♦feeling". 

More than 20 years later, in 
1976, she designed a set of 
beautiful Christmas stamps 
based on the OpusAnglicannm 
embroideries. 

Throughout the 1950s and 
1960s, commissions continued 
to flood in for woodcuts, en- 
gravings and linocuts, packag- 


ing, calendars for Shell Oil, 
London Transport posters, . 
greetings cards, bookjackets 
and laminates. Then, at the 
age of 63, when most people are 
considering retirement, Enid 
Marx became Head of Depart- 
ment of Dress, Textiles and 
Ceramics at Croydon College of 
Art in 1965. She stayed for five 
years, and then left to pursue 
her own work which she con- 
tinued until her death. 

Mart's work won the admi- 
ration of critics and fellow de- 
signers alike. “Enid was a 
brilliant pattern-maker with an 
eye for crisp design, a natural 
feel for and understanding of 
the importance of scale and a 
tremendous knowledge of many 
different printing techniques,” 
said Alan Powers, the painter 
and architectural historian 
whose Judd Street Gallery in 
London hosted an exhibition in 
December 1990 of a series of 
her dazzling linocut prints fea- 
turing her favourite subjects - 
animals. 

‘'Her early work as a hand- 
block textile printer is particu- 
larly fine,” he stated. “She used 
simple units spaced in such a 
way that the patterns leapt to 
life on tiie doth. The method of 
printing was very laborious and 
it is a great sadness to know that. 


because of that, we are unlike- 
ly to see the fabrics produced 
affiin in sufficient quantities for 
them to be widely appreciated." 

Marx, affectionately known 
as Marco, never shirked from 
fighting the good fight and tack- 
led with equal enthusiasm the 
right of her local grocer, when 
faring eviction, to find new 
premises before leaving the old. 
and her own right to insist on 
having as much control as pos- 
sible over the printing process- 
es used to reproduce her work. 

Enid Marx battled in the late 
Seventies to save from demoli- 
tion the Agricultural Hall, now 
the Business Design Centre, 
dose to her home and studio in 
Islington in London, acted as a 
catalyst and contributed to an- 
imated debate about the role of 
RDIs. She also fought unsuc- 
cessfully for many years for a na- 
tional museum for English folk 
art. However, Marx and Mar- 
garet Lambert’s coUection is due 
to be displayed at the newly 
opened museum and arts cen- 
tre at Compton Verney, near 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Fay Sweet 

Enid Crystal Dorothy Marx, painter 
and designer: bom London 20 Oc- 
tober 1902 ; RDI 1944; (Bed London 
18 May 1998. 
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AT A TIME when pundits ha- 
, 4jjtualty bemoan both the ho- 
mogenisation and the dilution 
of today’s country music, it is all 
too easy to forget that just 15 
years ago the genre was in an 
even more lamentable state. 

Nashville in the mid-1990s at 
least remains aware of Us need 
to retain that all-important 
“twang”. In the late 1970s and 
early 1980s however, the trend 
was vety much in the other di- 
rection with musicians and pro- 
ducers only too keen to distance 
: themselves from the music’s 
• roots. Tberesult was something 
which owed far more to Vegas 
- than) The Grand Ole Opry and 
Eddie Rabbitt was among its 
• most successful exponents. 

■i His long-time producer 
David Malloy later recalled, 

, - “What I tried to do. basically, 
* ' y was make pop records that 
could he acceptable to country 
radio.” The fruits of this ap- 
\. ! proajch were a string of chart- 


toppers including “Drivin My 
Life Away” and “I Love a Rainy 
Night” (both 1980), and “Step 
By Step” (1981), which became 
the first country video to appear 
on MTV. 

Eddie Rabbitt was bora in 
Brooklyn, New York, but raised 
in New Jersey. His Irish- 
American. father played both 
.the fiddle and accordion and by 
the age of 12, having been taught 
by a scoutmaster who performed 
under the name “Texas” Bob 
Randall, young Eddie was pro- 
ficient on guitar. A high school 
drop-out, he worked as a truck- 
er, fruitpicker and mental hos- 
pital orderly during the day 
whilst playing Newark’s clubs m 
the evening. In 1964 he cut an 
unme morahle ddbut single, “Six 
Nights & Seven Days” for 20th 
Century Records. 

In 1968 Rabbitt took the 
phihge and headed to Nashville 
by way of the famous WWVA 
Wheeling Jamboree. On his first 


night in Music City, whilst sit- 
ting in the hath, be penned 
“Working My Way Up to the 
Bottom”, a song which soon af- 
ter wards was recorded by Roy 
Drusky, who charted with it 

Despite this initial and un- 
expected success he found him- 
self earning just $37.50 a week 
as a staff writer with Hill & 
Range Publishing, living in an 
uncomfortable apartment with 
just a rooster for company. 

One of the more positive as- 
pects of this period was the time 
he spent honing his craft along- 
side 1 fellow songwriters, notably 
KrisKristofferson. It paid off in 
1970 when Elvis Presley scored 
with a Rabbitt composition, 
“Kentucky Rain". Four years 
later Ronnie Milsap took his 
“Pure Love" to the top of the 
country charts and Rabbitt 
signed with Elektra Records, 
making his chart debut for 
them with "You Get lb Me”. 

In early 1 976 he enjoyed his 


first No 1 as a vocalist with 
“Drinking My Baby (Off My 
Mind)”. Co-written with his 
regular collaborator Even 
Stevens, it had originally been 
cut by Texas's bonky-tonker 
Johnny Bush and was to prove 
the first of 17 trips to the top of 
the country charts. The next, 
“You Don’t Love Me Anymore" 
(1978), was the first country 
record to feature synthesised 
drums, and pointed the way to 
other pop-flavoured hits in- 
ducting “Someone Could Use a 
Heart Tonight” and “You Can’t 
Run From Love” (both 1982). 

“Every Which Way But 
Loose” (1979), taken from the 
Clint Eastwood movie of the 
same name, helped start a trend 
in conn try -oriented movie 
soundtracks, though Rabbitt re- 
fused to record tjie theme to its 
sequelAny Which Way You Can 
(1980). “Drivin' My Life Away” 
and “T Love a Rainy Night” were 
infectious up-tempo numbers; 


the former obviously indebted to 
Bob Dylan’s “Subterranean 
Homesick Blues” and the latter 
featuring rockabilly echoes. 
Both crossed over into the pop 
charts, selling a million copies 
each in the process. 

A 1982 duet with Crystal 
Gayle, “You and I", not only 
topped the charts but gained ad- 
ditional popularity when used 
as a love theme on the daytime 
soap All My Children. Four 
years later another duet, “Both 
To Each Other (Friends and 
Lovers)” with Juice Newton, fol- 
lowed suit, though this time pro- 
pelled to No 1 courtesy of the 
rival soap Days of Our Li\-es. 

In 1983 Rabbin’s newborn 
son Timothy was diagnosed 
with biliary atresia, a condition 
which necessitated near constant 
care andnltimately a liver trans- 
plant. The child died two years 
later and Rabbitt, who had al- 
ready cut back on his touring 
schedule, never returned to a 


full-throttle career. Also in 1985 
he signed to RCA and, while the 
hits continued, it became dear 
that pop-country vocalists like 
himself were losing ground to 
the genre's emergent new tra- 
ditionalist movement. 

In 1988 he paid tribute to his 
formative years on the East 
Coast with an insipid if chart- 
topping cover of Dion's “The 
Wanderer". Two years later he 
scored a final No 1 hit with “On 
Second Thought” before switch- 
ing to Capitol where bis chart ca- 
reer came to a dose. He was 
diagnosed with lung cancer last 
year. A final album, optimisti- 
cally entitled Bearin' the Odds , 
was released in the autumn. 

Paul Wadey 

Edward Thomas Rabbitt, singer 
and songwriter bom New York 27 
November 1944; married 1977 Jo- 
nine GrartB (one son, one daugh- 
ter, and one son deceased); died 
Nashvtite, Tennessee 7 May 1998. 



Rabbitt: pop-flavoured country music Photograph: Redfems 


[BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

WUUC Enitt artist, aged 95. cm 18 
May, pcaccfriUy, at Uw Royal free 
Hospital afiera short Alness. Senior 
Fellow of the Royal Cottegp d Art and 
RDL weS-kwccTatmt, gratf-aunt and 
area t-gre»i -sunt. Funeral. 3pm, on 
Friday .29 May, at Gcddeis Green 
Cj tmato p m 

ROOCSBOR0UGH SMITH Iris. On 

• 14 Mav 1998, peacefully, aged 92.. 
Mach kned widow of Edward and. 

, mother of Simon and Nicola. Ftmer- 

i alaStLiurea^AHpaKldle.OT'nics- 

day . 26 May at 3pm. Family flowers 
only. All enquiries lo Woods of 
Dojcbcster, tefepbooe 01929551515. 

WALL On 15 May l998.peacefuDy at 
Cttriiesier, 'Wesi Susan, Six Patrick, 
MCVRDMP (Rid), aged 81 years. 

Modi loved husband of the late 
Sheila EBzabeth, ansi dear father of 
Rosemarv. Mass 'at Si Richards RC 
Ctanth, Market Avenue, Qriehesier, 
on Friday 22 May at 19am. foOowrd 
byprivsHeburiaL A memorial service 
be held at OutLad? of Lourdes, 
Hetsle, Yorkshire, on 29 June. Floral 
tribute mid all enquiries, phase, w 
Fa Holland 3JtMecRoad, 
Chwhcaer, telephone 01243 7S296S. 
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Birthdays 

Lord Bowness, solicitor and former 
Mayor of Croydon, 55; Dr Edward 
de Bona Secretary-General, Supra- 
national Independent Thinking 
Organisation (SITOl, 65; Mr 
Christopher Chope MP, 51; Dame 
Aim Ehnrorth. High Court judge, 61; 
Mr James Fax, actor. 59; Baroness 
Hylton-Foster, patron, British Red 
Cross Society. 90; Mrs Helen Jack- 
son MP, 59; Mr David Jacobs, radio 
and television presenter, 72; Sir Igor 
Judge, a Lord Justice of Appeal, 57; 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Thomas 
Kennedy, Lord lieutenant of Rut- 
land, 70; Mr Robert Kilroy-Silk, 
television presenter, 56; Mr OKrer 
Letwin MP, 42; Mr John Lyons, for- 
mer General Secretary, Electoral 
ppwer Engineers* Association. 72; 
Baroness Maddock. former MP. 53: 
Mr Michael McGowan, MEP, 58; Mr 
Noel Mander, organ maker, 86; Sir 
Edward Partes, former Vitx- 
Chanceflor, Leeds University, 72; Dr 
MaxPerutz, molecular biologist, 54;. 


Mr Leslie Sands, actor and play- 
wright, 77; Professor Gordon Stone, 
chemist, 73; Mr Pete Ibwnsbcnd, gui- 
tarist and singer, 53; Mr Sandy Wil- 
son. composer and playwright, 74; 
Miss Victoria Wood, comedienne, 45. 

Anniversaries 
Births Dame Nellie Melba, singer, 
1861; Ho Chi-Minh, Vietnamese 
leader, 1890. Deaths Anne Bo- 
leyn, second wife of Henry VHL, ex- 
ecuted 1536; Thomas Edward 
Lawrence, archaeologist, soldier and 
writer, accidentally killed 1935; Sir 
John Betjeman, Fbet Laureate, 1984. 
On this day: the Spanish Armada 
set safl from Lisbon, 1588; after 
friction between Britkh trawlers and 
Icelandic gunboats, Britain sent Roy- 
al Navy frigates inside the Icelandic 
50-mile Gmit, 1973- Today is the Feast 
DayofSaintsCaJocertisandParthe- 
nms. Si Crispin of Vherbo, St Dun- 
stan, St Ivo of Kemurtm, St Peter 
Morrone and St Pudeos. 
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LAW REPORT: 19MAY1998 


Council is not liable for harassment by its tenants 


Hussain and anor v Lancaster 
City Cornell; Court of Appeal 
(lord Justice Hirst. Lord justice 
Hutchison and Lord Justice Thorpe) 
14 May 1998 

A LOCAL authority could not 
be held Gable in nuisance or 
negligence because it foiled to 
prevent secured tenants or 
members of their households 
from committing criminal acts 
of harassment against nearby 
property owners. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed the appeal of Lancast- 
er City Council against an 
order ttrsmissmg its application 
to strike out the plaintiff's 
ciaim as disclosing no reason- 
able cause of action. 

The plaintiffs were joint 
owners of a shop and residen- 
tial property situated on a 
housing estate owned by the 
counriL They commenced pro- 
ceedings against the council, al- 


leging that it had acted negli- 
gently, and had caused or per- 
mitted nuisance to the 
plaintiffs, in that it had failed 
to take possession proceedings 
or other appropriate action 
ag ainst tenants of the council, 

or people living with them, who 
were responsible for severe 
racial harassment of the plain- 
tiffs, including damage to their 
property. 

The plaintiffs relied on a 
clause in the council’s standard 
form of tenancy agreement 
which provided that the tenant 
was: 

... to make sure that you, the peo- 
ple who live wife you and year vis- 
itors: show pr oper consideration 
towards other residents in the area; 
donol do anything which may cause 
discomfort, annoyance, or nuisance 
from noise, unreasonable ar anti- 
social behaviour, do not discriminate 
against or harass say residents or 
visitors. 

They also relied on the 


council's equal opportunities 
policy which stated: “. . . [the 
council] views any form of 
racial harassment as a serious 
offence and we wfll take action 
against anyone who harasses 
others”, and on the power to 
order possession under the 
Housing Act 1985. 

Daniel Brennan QC and David 


for the plaintiffs; Rupert Jackson QC 
and Natasha Joffe (Reynolds Porter 
Chamberiain) for the council 

Lord Justice Hirst said that 
the essence of the scope of the 
tort of nuisance was that a de- 
fendant’s use of his land in- 
terfered with the plaintiffs 
use of his land. The person to 
bested was the occupier of the 
property from which the nui- 
sance emanated. In general, a 
landlord was not liable for 
nuisance committed by his ten- 
ant, with the exception that he 


would be so liable if he bad au- 
thorised the tenant to commit 
foe nuisance. The council could 
not, accordingly, be held liable 
to the plaintiffs in nuisance. 

The scope for claims in 
negligence in relation to foe ex- 
ercise of statutory powers was 
very narrow and restricted, 
and, in order to succeed in such 
a claim a plaintiff would have 
to establish either that the de- 
fendant had been irrational in 
not exercising its statutory 
powers, or alternatively that 
there were exceptional grounds 
for holding that the policy of 
foe statute in question re- 
quired compensation to be 
paid to persons who suffered 
loss because foe power had not 
been exercised. 

In the present case, the 
plaintiffs quite clearly did not 
comewifoineilherof those spe- 
cial categories. Moreover, it 
would not be fair, just and rea- 


sonable to impose such liabil- 
ity on the council, since the 
courts should proceed with 
great care before holding liable 
those who have been charged 
by Parliament with foe task of 
protecting society from the 
wrongdoings of others. It fol- 
lowed that foe plaintiffs did not 
have a viable cause of action in 
negligence. 

The appeal would, there- 
fore, be allowed unless the 
plaintiffs could show that it 
would be inappropriate m prin- 
ciple to strike out their daim, 
and, since the law was plainly 
established, they could not do 
so. The court could well un- 
derstand that the plaintiffs 
would feel aggrieved if they 
could not continue their action. 

However, all that would be 
achieved would be a long and 
expensive trial doomed to cer- 
tain failure. 

O’Hanlon, Barrister 
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Private decisions 
on public funds 


A thousand reasons to 
wind up Diana charity 


LAST NIGHT, on Panorama , the acting chairman of the Diana Memor- 
ial Fund, Anthony Julius, was still defending the official use of Diana's name 
to promote tubs of margarine. To him, it was a choice between that and 
depriving cancer patients, the homeless and leprosy victims“For me it's 
not a decision that takes more than a second to reach.” 

But if Mr Julius and the other trustees spent a little more time pon- 
dering the impact of their decisions they would: quickly come to the con- 
clusion that the marketing of Di is a self-defeating projecL 

The Diana charity has funds that win soon exceed £2lXkn. This is a size- 
able sum, and, one would think, more than enough to begetting along with. 
But the Uustees have taken it upon themselves to raise still more from mer- 
chandising. Hence the tubs of marge. Hence the first toy to be endorsed by 
the trustees- a 9in tall “Princess” hear, which comes with a sugary and em- 
barrassing verse describing Diana as an angeL There are said to be a further 
1,000 money-making proposals awaiting consideration, ail, no doubt, equal- 
ly dreadfuL With rare exceptions, the memory of Diana is simply not amenable 
to this kind of marketing, it is not the same as selling the TeletubbiesorMan- 
chester United. Any product that exploits Diana's memory will almost in- 
evitably fall on the wrong side of good taste, end up offending people, and 
so damage the very causes which are supposed to be the beneficiaries. 

The Trustees should recognise that this kind of cringe-making market- 
ing should be left to the professional tat-mongers who make Diana dolls in 
“poscable. Lifelike vinyl”. They would be better advised to disburse the ex- 
isting funds gradually to charities the Princess was known to be fond of. who 
will make excellent use of the money. For the sake of Diana’s memory and, 
for what it is worth, the dignity of the monarchy, the Trustees should follow 
Earl Spencer's original advice and wind the fund up by the end of the year. 


A mug’s game 


THE LATEST in the tine of big winners turning into big and unhappy losers 
is Gary Ashmore. He won £1.6m on the National Lottery last June and is 
now an alcoholic. The good news is that he is beating his addiction - “It 
would be ironic if winning the lottery lulled me”. The bad news is that the 
Lottery damages thousands more lives in small unreported episodes every 
week. The Lottery can be addictive. The poor spend a disproportionate 
part of their income on it. For some, their pension scheme is limited to 
picking six numbers in the newsagent's. The meretricious charms of the 
lottery genie are never going to go back into the bottle. As ministers pur- 
sue policies to get people out of poverty they should think about why so 
many of the poorest think that a Gutter with odds of 1 in 13,983,816 is their 
best pathway to prosperity. 
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QUEEN OF. ALL OUR CASH-;. 


DECISIONS are being taken - today, tomorrow, over the next few weeks 
- which affect not only the way government will impact on the people of 
Britain in the early years of the new century but the very identity of Tbny 
Blair’s administration. They are part of the so-called Comprehensive Spend- 
ing Review which was announced by the Treasury last July and is intend- 
ed to produce, this July, a programmatic statement on the size and distribution 
of public spending over the rest of this parliament That will give us the 
sharpest picture to date of what New Labour stands for. 

But those decisions arc being taken in private. They are being taken, 
often, with minim al input from the public which pays the taxes on which 
the spending depends. Departments are arguing with the Treasury about 
candle ends here, pennies there, while the big questions - like whether we 
even need certain departments - go unasked, let alone unanswered. 

It is a symbol of that directionlessness - the sense that the Blair ad- 
ministration has no dear idea of what kind of state it thinks Britain should 
have - that in parallel with the Treasury spending review, but apparently 
unconnected with it, the new Cabinet Secretary, Sir Richard Wilson, should 
have been compiling a great (secret) report on “the centre” and the kind 
of powers the Prime Minister needs if he is to shape our collective future. 

The review process started out promisingly. The Treasury announced 
terms of reference. Ministers considered taking their case to the country, 
seeking to involve the public in the big principles. Some did just that: Har- 
riet Hannan and Frank Field have, by accident as well as design, succeeded 
in informing the public about what social security spending is meant to ac- 
complish. The Ministry of Defence made an effort, holding seminars at- 
tended by beribboned generals and top offidals (though, sadly, very few 
press or public). But that was last autumn. Since, we seem to have fallen 
back into a round of bilateral conflicts which the public finds oat about 
thanks' to occasional leaks accompanied by the frenetic waving of bloody 
stumps. As we report today, the Prime Minister- ignoring his own injunctions 
about taking the strategic view- has been intervening energetically on the 
MoD's behalf, just like Margaret Thatcher used to. 

The Blair government has, to give it credit, been much less paranoid 
than its predecessor about sharing information with the public But it seems 
not to have registered a profound point People's willingness to support 
government financially - to pay taxes - is directly related to their knowl- 
edge of what their government does. This spending review was an occa- 
sion to secure their fiscal assent - and their agreement to something this 
government is supposed to hold dear, the switch of national resources to 
areas such as schooling and social exclusion. It is a missed opportunity New 
Labour may sorely regret 
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Ulster peace in peri! 

Sir. As one who is originally from 
Northern Ireland, now living in Eng- 
land, I am becoming increasingly 
sceptical of the ability of the recent 
peace agreement to actually deliver 
peace or anything approaching it. 1 
believe the whole debate about end- 
ing violence in Northern Ireland has 
been premised on the wrong terms. 

What many people do not realise 
is that thirty years of conflict - plus 
the annual £3.4bn subvention from 
the British taxpayer - have resulted 
in an extreme ly comfortable standard 
of living for many people. 

It has been estimated by a sociol- 
ogist at Queen’s University that 25 per 
cent of all jobs in Northern Ireland 
are either directly or indirectly related 
to the security situation, with one in 
ten of all adolt Protestant males di- 
rectly employed in a security related 
capacity -the RUC, the Northern Ire- 
land Prison Service and so on. In ef- 
fect, the Northern Ireland economy 
is a “war economy”. There is also the 
added bonus of a health and social 
welfare system that has avoided the 
waiting-lists and cuts experienced 
elsewhere, good schools, cheap hous- 
ing and one of thf lowest rates of 
recorded crime in Western Europe. 
In economic and social terms Belfast 
has “never had it so good”. 

A “Yes” vole in this week's ref- 
erendum is looking unlikely for the 
very reason that most Unionists are 
content enough with the way things 
are. What the Government needs to 
spell out to Unionists is the costs of 
a “No” vote. If the British public are 
happy enough to subsidise the 
lifestyle of Northern Ireland's mid- 
dle dasscs that is their business. How- 
ever, what they are also likely to have 
to put up with is an escalation of the 
IRA's bombing campaign in Britain. 
Dr GRAHAM ELLISON 
Department of Criminology 
Katie Unhvrsiiy 
Staffordshire 


LETTERS 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor and include a daytime telephone number 
Fax 0171 293 2056; e-maiL ktters@independenLco.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


reflect that Great Britain is the only 
country oa earth which has either the 
money or the inclination to support 
Ulster. We can say “No” as welL 
A COHEN 
Woking Surrey 


India’s bomb tests 


Sir Wc in Britain will put up with the 
threat of death in a new bombing 
campaign ifwc are doing so fora rea- 
son. We will not do so for the Ulster 
Protestant's right to abuse his 
Catholic neighbour. If Ulster says 
“No” on Friday, it would do well to 


Sin India's founding fathers led the 
world in moral rectitude. Their suc- 
cessors desecrate the memory of Ma- 
hatma Gandhi and Pandit Nehru by 
reducing India from a first-class 
moral power to a fifth-class nuclear 
one. There seems to be negligible op- 
position. We read of dancing in the 
streets of New Delhi. 

Forty years ago Britain tested hy- 
drogen bombs, not underground but 
in the open, air of Christmas Island. 
Whatever the official motive, the un- 
derlying one seems to have been the 
same as India’s today: national pride: 
desire, in our case, to stay “up” there 
with the Americans and Russians. 

After the Indian tests, the danger 
now is of a copycat epidemic which 
could end in world catastrophe. 
One message needs to be ham- 
mered home. There is nothing here 
to be proud of. Party years ago, the 
ability to make a hydrogen bomb was 
the melancholy label of a great sci- 
entific power, but it is so no longer. 
The hydrogen bomb is now old 
technology and any fool can build 
one. You need only spend lots of 
money, and most governments have 
the money if they take it away from 
something else. You cannot dance in 
the streets of New Delhi without trip- 
ping over beggars on whom the 
money would have been better spent. 

A moral gesture is needed, of the 
kind that India might once have giv- 
en. Britain is the world’s third nuclear 
power. With the Cold Whrover, our 
remaining motive in possessing these 
weapons is slBJ national pride. We 
could give the world a lead and per- 
haps stop the dangerous “me too” 
proliferation, if we disposed of our 


entire nudear arsenal now, in the 
most public and ostentatious way pos- 
sible. Since the whole point of these 
terrible weapons is making gestures, 
Britain is nowin a strong position fi- 
nally to use ics nudear bombs- by um- 
lateially decommissioning them. 
RICHARD DAWKINS 
Oxford 


Battle of the sexes 


Sin What does it achieve to de- 
nounce all aspects of masculinity as 
pathetic (Suzanne Moore, "Sowar, 
16 May)? I am 17. 1 cannot speak for 
the whole of womankind, but my 
view is that the obstacles to be 
faced have not been placed there by 
a male conspiracy. Our society and 
culture are currently putting forward 
an extremely positive view of women. 
The new lad is seen as sad. Men lack 
decent role models. Women have 
many to aspire to. 

This could be viewed as accept- 
able revenge. after centuries of sex- 
ual inequality. But the youth of 1998 
are not to blame for the male chau- 
vinist pigs of yesteryear. The shift in 
attitudes has been accomplished, so 
why can't we leave it at that? 

Inequality still exists (especially 
beyond the Western world). Moore's 
strategy is the lest constructive way 
to deal with iL She says: “Tve got bet- 
ter things to do than to be positive 
about male sexuality.” Let’s hope that 
she can And better things to than be 
eternally critical of it. 

I hope my generation does not 
take the easy option. A matriarchy is 
no better than a patriarchy. Everyone 
should be accepted and appreciated 
for their full worth as human beings. 
VICKY MILNES, 

Foringdon. Oxfordshire 


I arty in the media. 

Three weeks of television domi- 
nated by World Cup football is 
about to be the most visible mani- 
festation of this. Titillating images of 
women proliferate in the pres? (even 
in The Independent , though usually 
masquerading under some other 
guise). And as one who self-censors 
cinema and TV films if they contain 
explicit violence - whether against 
women or not - 1 find that my choice 
is severely restricted. 

Women have been subjugated 
and abused for centuries. 1 will con- 
fess to a quiet kind of satisfaction to 
see men complain of their mal- 
treatment now. Perhaps it will en- 
courage the new men to help women 
more in the fight for respect, which 
seems most of the time to be against 
overwhelming odds. 

LIZ REASON 
Chartbury, Oxfordshire 


Blame the IMF 

Sir: The riots in Indonesia should 
oome as no surprise to those who have 
followed the exploits of the IMF over 
the years. When researching a BBC 
documentary on world hunger. I dis- 
covered that across the globe inter- 
vention by the IMF is followed time 
and time again by social chaos. This 
phenomenon is so well known in the 
field that the results are often collo- 
quially referred to as “IMF riots”. - 
This puts an even grimmer com- 
plexion on the G8 insistence that 
poor countries follow the IMF-ap- 
proved “structural adjustment pro- 
gramme” before receiving debt 
relief. In Indonesia, the political af- 
ter-effects may turn out, inadver- 
tently, to be positive. In other 
countries we may not be so lucky. 
CHARLES HARRIS 
London NW3 


Sir. Your report “Britain’s fifth-rich- 
est woman turns screw on tenants” 
(18 May) puts an outrageous em- 
phasis on the fact that the landlord 
is a woman, and the clear implication 
is that women, even in big business, 
are supposed to be intriasicafly 
(tinder than this. A woman who puls 
market forces ahead of her social con- 
science seems to be news in itself. 

Plainly we should disapprove of 
disregard for tenants. But what on 
earth does that have to do with the 
sex of the landlord? Deconstructing 
your argument is not difficult - her 
crime may be greed, but her real 
crime is to be a greedy woman. 
POLLY CLARK 
Oxford 


Sir Your leading article on Indone- w'- 
sia (15 May) deplores the failure of 
the West to “dislodge” President 
Suharto. Shades of Kennedy in 
South Vietnam or Nixon in Cam- 
bodia. Or was this a job that should ; 
have been pul Sandtine's way? 

Weslcro intervention is not going 
to get rid of rulers in Asia. That is 
done by the people of the country, : 
as shown m Thailand and South Ko- 
rea - and now perhaps in Indonesia. 
Unless, of course, one takes the view 
that die IMF rescue package was sub- s’ 
dy designed co produce the current; '/•. 
upheaval and so force Suharto ouLv -J,' . 
JONATHAN FENBY 
Hong Kong . 


» e. v 


f e’s nc 


Whose heritage? 


Sir Whenever a minority finds itself 
in possession of some architectural ; 
gem. whether it be a house or a ■ 


cathedral (letter, 16 May), that they »- ,- 

no longer wish to bear the cost of ' ytflj i , 
maintaining, it suddenly becomes our ‘ %U ^U\A 


Sir. I would have more empathy with 
David Aaronovitch (“Sex war”, 16 
May) if the influence of unrecon- 
structed man was not so widely felt 
every day in so many ways, particu- 


Sir. Jt came as no surprise to me that 
in your account of the conversation 
between your two protagonists in 
the sex war, David Aaronovitch and 
Suzanne Moore, it was the woman 
who had the last world. 
PAULDIBBENS 
Shipston on Stour. Warwickshire 


heritage, although they still wish to 
remain in lull occupancy. 

Let the cathedrals become state . : 
property, given over to English Her- 
itage to manage. They could be let 
out for suitable private functions, such . 

as religious services, on a cost basis. ; 
M GODDARD UNSWORTH -V 

Sproxton, Leicestershire 








The Albanian angle on time travel, restaurant menus and men in socks 
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PROBABLY the last record pro- 
duced by the late, great Ronnie 
Scott was entitled “Never Pal a 
Burning Dog”. Whether he knew 
it or not. this title was an Alban- 
ian proverb. 

As regular readers will know, I 
am a great fan of Albanian 
proverbs, and I am bringing you an- 
other selection today. Albanian 
proverbs arc rather different from 
ours. Ours tend to be rather prac- 
tical and bad-tempered (“It's no use 
crying over spilt milk”, for instance, 
or “Too many cooks spoil the 
broth”) while Albanian proverbs are 
not in the least grumpy or reprov- 
ing. They are not in the least prac- 
tical. either - they sound like great 
truths at first sight, but on closer in- 
spection turn out to be totally 
meaningless. Or do they ... ? 


Anyway, let’s stop thinking and 
start talking, f Which is actually also 
a genuine Albanian proverb. J 


went to the Moon. huL not so his- 
toric as the day when he decided 
to givu up going there. 


which you don’t remember buying. 


Nobody ever saw a rookery buDt on 
telegraph poles. 


All hymns have happy endings. 


A country with fewer than twelve 
scenic spots would be well advised 
not to produce its own calendars. 


The art of the toastmaster: To ex- 
ercise absolute power while pre- 
tending to be everyone's servant. 


There ore still such things as nurs- 
ery rhymes, but no such things as 
nurseries. Perhaps the class system 
is fading after ail. 


In most parts of the world gunmen 
sometimes murder innocent chil- 
dren, but only in Arkansas do in- 
nocent children murder innocent 
children. What the world needs 
now is a place where innocent chil- 
dren murder gunmen. 


Nobody ever played at Wimbledon 
dressed in black 


foreign visitors. 


However good a king is, he is still 
only an amateur. 


Why are men expected to leave the 
seat down but women not expect- 
ed to leave the seat up? 


Never have your back to the sun- 
set unless you arc wailing for the 
sunrise. 


If dock leaves realty could cure net- 
tie stings, one of the big pharma- 
ceutical companies would have 
bottled it for sale by now. 


Three things to avoid: politicians' 
memoirs, things that arrive in 
brown envelopes and restaurants 
with cobwebs on the menus. 


It was a historic day wheil man first 


Three things to avoid: yesterday’s 
Sunday paper, envelopes saying 
You May Have Won $3,000.00(1, 
and medicine in the bathroom 


National anthems ore never written 

by the king? and queens they cele- 
brate. They just sound as if they are. 


A woman who likes the sight of a 
man dressed only in socks has a very 
happy love life ahead of her. 


When studying a menu, never 
choose the dish with the roost in- 
gredients, unless you arc very hun- 
gry; never choose the dish that 
mother used to make; never 
choose your own favourite dish; 
never choose something com- 
pletely unknown; and never choose 
the same dish as your partner 
chooses. From the few dishes you 
have not eliminated, you can now 
choose one in the serene knowl- 
edge that it will lead to mild dis- 
appointment. 


If you ever go back in time using 
a time machine, do not start your 
journey on the twentieth floor of 
a modern apartment block. . 


^Pifto k: 




Three things to avoid: a chatty cler- 
gyman, a woman holding two 
drinks, and anything that falls out 
of a newspaper. 




From mighty acorns tiny oak trees 
grow. 


Pimples must get very embarrassed' 
by some of the unsightly teenagers 
who are inflicted on then?. 


Nobody loves a capital city except 


Aa these quotations taken from the 
Great Book of Albanian Proverbs, 
1998 edition. 
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The campaign for Third World 
debt relief is counter-productive 





ANDREAS 
WHITTAM SMITH 




AS AN OBJECTIVE, relieving the poorest 
natHras of foefr debt bimlen by foe millennium 
is Laudable. Such an outcome would indeed 
reduce misery and malnutrition for bun- 
dreds-of millions of people otherwise living 
without hope of a decent life. What 1 ques- 
tion is not the aim of the Jubilee 2000 cam- 
paign launched at the Birmingham economic 
suranm by a oaalitkm of 7D aid agencies, trades 
unions and churches, but the imam Thus far, 
the campaign appears to be badly conceived. 
As political action it is likely to be ineffectual 
~ as it was at Birmingham - if not counter- 
productive. 

Politics is language as well as action. The 
first due that something was wrong with the 
campaign was the statement made by a 
spokesperson for Oxfam last week. She said: 
“Failure to remove Lhe debt burden m Africa 
is a violation of child rights." Well, I suppose 
it is something to have crammed into a 14-word 
sentence five words with emotional punch - 
failure, burden, violation, child, rights. 

But implicit in the comment is a paradox: 
that the lenders rather than the borrowers are 
at fault. There may be something to be said 
for this argument, but that is not the point. 
You cannot conduct an effective political ram , 
paign on the basis of a paradox. A paradox 
generates doubts in listeners’ minds. 

More striking still is the assertion that child 
rights are being violated. The spokesperson 
described the actions of rich countries in terms 
of the most despicable act anyone can think 
r at short of murder. Remember that when peo- 
ple hear of a violation of children’s rights, of- 
ten it is in the context of paedophilia. And on 
what is this monstrous association of ideas 
based? On the truism that every dollar spent 
on debt repayments could instead have been 
used for primary education or public health 
facilities. 

Jh a final, brilliant flourish the Oxfam ex- 
ecutive added; “The primary responsibility for 
these ongoing violations rests with countries 
such as Germany, Japan and Italy ... who have 
sought collectively to delay and diminish the 
debtreMef.” Note the repeated use of the word 
“violations’’. I suppose it Is pure coincidence 
that these are the three countries against whom 
the Second World WUr was. fought 

A second sigi that the campaign is mis- 
conceived was on display at the Jubilee 2000 
meeting in Birmingham at which Clare Short 
the sympathetic Secretary of State for Inter- 
national Development, was the main speaker. 
Unfortunately, as was plain from Riul VhEel/s 
eloquent report in yesterday’s paper, the 
audience received a mixed message. Every time 
Ed Mayo, Jubilee 200Q’s chairman, made a 
point Clare Short rose to her feet to rebut 
him. This is bad politics for the campaign. 

Instead of paradox, monstrous accusation 
and mixed messages, a successful campaign 


demands a clear, unsurprising, persuasive 
objective founded upon unambiguous facts. 
“Cancel the debts of poor countries" would 
do - except that, in fact, debt cancellation has 
been going on for many years. 

As long ago as 1988, the Paris Club, the 
group that represents the main lenders, 
agreed to cut the debt burdens of the most 
severely affected countries by 33 per cent. 
Three years later this was raised to 50 per cent, 

then to 67 per cent m 1994. In total, the Paris 
Club ha? reduced or rescheduled S300bn worth 
of debt over the past two decades. Oxfam docs 
not need to resort to violent languag e because 
it does not have a revolutionary idea to Lrv to 
get across; the principle of debt cancellation 
has long been accepted. 

Try a second formulation: “Rich countries 
must stop impoverishing poor countries." Bui 
this won't do either. It is not tnje that highly 
indebted poor countries as a group, because 
of their need to repay loans, are losing more 
resources by way of interest and debt payments 
than they are gaining by other routes. Quite 
the reverse. The figures collected by the Wjrid 
Bank suggest that this group of mainly African 
countries situated south of the Sahara desert 
has been benefiting from net inflows equiva- 
lent to about 7 per cent of their national 
output for the past IS years. 

How about “Make special arrangements for 
the debts of the poorest countries." Indeed, but 
this is precisely what was agreed by the World 
Bank, the International Monetary Fund and 
the leading creditor countries in 1996. All cred- 
itors agreed to reduce the debt burden to sus- 
tainable levels - 20 to 25 per cent of export 
earnings. But Lo be assessed for relief a coun- 
try has to stick u> a rigorous programme of IMF 
economic reforms for three years. And even 
after that the probation period is not over. The 
debtor country stilf has lo undergo another three 
years of the IMF programme before actually 
benefiting from debt reduction. 

Now Jubilee 2000 quite reasonably says this 


If you are driven to use 
extreme language ... 
ministers stop listening 


approach is insufficient. It still leaves coun- 
tries repaying too much debt, and the process 
of amelioration is taking too long Stop 
there. That is precisely what the discussions 
between creditor nations, highly indebted poor 
countries and the World Bank and IMF are 
about 

There must be conditions, otherwise the 
foreign exchange saved by debt relief might 
end up in the Swiss bank accounts of dicta- 
tors and their families, or be spent on aims 
purchases or on prestigious, white-elephant 
projects. The question is how generous to make 
the conditions. This, I contend, is the stuff of 
intricate negotiations. 

If you make a campaign out of it then you 
are driven to use extreme language, or twist 
the facts far from the truth. Then the very peo- 
ple you want to influence, the ministers and 
officials of the rich democracies, stop listen- 
ing to you. That is what happened in Birm- 
ingham. Debt relief wasn’t even mentioned 
in the official conununiqud, only in a state- 
ment by the British Prime Minister in his role 
as host 


These riots and killings show why 
I wanted to sell tanks to Suharto 



The ruins of Glodak, Jakarta's Chinatown, after last Thursday’s riots Photograph: AP 


Richard Needham, 
ex-trade minister, 
explains why he 
watched the 
burning of Jakarta 
with such sorrow 

I have a king attachment to In- 
donesia. My wife spent much of 
ber childhood there and my par- 
ents- in-law lived and worked 
there for over thirty years. My 
children were brought up by In- 
donesians and we looked after 
an Indonesian bey. I have an In- 
donesian godson. 

I have been visiting Indone- 
sia fur over 20 years, and since 
leaving politics 1 have become 
involved with several British 
companies who either have in- 
vestments there or wish to de- 
velop the market. 

These were the reasons why, 
last Thursday, I found myself 
watching from the 21st floor of 
Jakarta’s Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel as the City was put to the 
torch and with it the dreams of 
200 million people. 

Ever since 1965 when 
Sukarno was overthrown, 1 had 
hesitantly, then with increasing 
conviction, believed that In- 
donesia would become the fore- 
most of Asian Tigers. As 
Minister of Trade I had raised 
Indonesia's profile as a country 
to invest in. Even the careful, 
canny Marks and Spencer had 
set up shop. 

Of oourse, ina nation so huge 
and so poor there were always 
bound to be doubts. The anti- 
Chinese riots in 1965, the mas- 
sacre of 500,000 so-called 
Indonesian Communists and 
Indonesia's behaviour in East 
Timor showed how quickly vio- 
lence and ethnic division could 
erupt. One of the grounds on 
whidi I had argued as trade Min- 
ister for the supply of Scorpion 
tanks was that, at some time, they 
might be required lo protect the 
Chinese community - an argu- 
ment that would no doubt have 
fallen on Robin Cook’s deaf ears. 

At first light lost Friday, as 
the fountain’s played and the 
neon signs winked, the Scorpi- 
on tanks rolled in Glodok, 
Jakarta's Chinatown, but as 
with everything that has hap- 
pened in Indonesia recently, 
they were too late. Glodok had 
been destroyed, and the Chinese 
community on whom so much 
of Indonesia's success and 
wealth relies, were heading in 
their thousands for Sukarno 
Hatta airport. 


The previous evening we had 
driven round the city. It was sur- 
real Some buildings were aglow 
with floodlighting and advertis- 
ing. The President's Palace 
awaiting his return, its balcony 
strung with huge, lighted Louis 
XVI chandeliers, was sur- 
rounded by a ring of tanks. 

Nearby pathetic knots of the 
well-to-do were manning pa- 
thetic barricades across well-to- 
do streets, anxiously waiting for 
the gang? to return. Neigh- 
bourhood Wfettch was not de- 
signed to cope with dvil war. In 
Glodok there was the dreadful 
smell of deathly incineration, at 
every intersection groups of sol 
diers were huddled beside their 
shields and rifles. 

The centre of one of Asia's 
greatest cities had become a 
desert. The looters were enjoy- 
ing their loot, the rest had fled 
Forruany that afternoon, it had 
taken three to four hours to dri- 
ve home. A friend living in an 
apartment over a brand new 
shopping centre had watched 
terrified as boutiques, jewellers 
and a food hall were ransacked 
and burnt immediately beneath 


him and his family. They had no 
alternative but to barricade the 
lifts and stairways and pray that 
the fires would not engulf them. 

On Thursday morning one 
of the most sensible and senior 
government officials told me. as 
the first black puffs of smoke 
spread across the skyline, that 
foe government had fiddled for 
eight months. They had been 
concentrating on what would 
happen after the March elec- 
tions and had been unable to 
agree on anything political or 
economic. Now, he reckoned, 
they would have to do in a year 
what they had a year previous- 
ly planned to do in ten. 

He believed that if most of 
foe students' demands were not 
met by May 20, Indonesia’s Na- 
tional Awakening Day, then 
revolution was inevitable. His 
message may have been codes, 
but is was dear. The canny tac- 
tician, foe father of the nation, 
foe soldier who built Indonesia 
after the mayhem of the 
Sukarno years had to go. 

Javanese culture is paternal 
Bapak Suharto has long been 
the father of his people. Even 


the excesses of his children 
could be tolerated as Jong as foe 
lot of the majority was improv- 
ing. But now almost everyone I 
met claimed that he must take 
foe responsibility for the cata- 
strophe. Businessmen privately 
point to the bumbling and fum- 
bling over foe IMF packages, to 
foe ludicrous appointments in 
his new government, to foe in- 
competence and corruption of 
his administration. Since the 
death of his wife his touch 
seems to have deserted him. 

Last week Bapak's soldiers 
shot dead six students at foe 
0011011/801081 prestigious Chris- 
tian University, which has 
large numbers of Chinese stu- 
dents. For foe university there 
can now be no way back for a 
leader whose sole authority 
reasonapateroalauuxxacy and 
. whose army has killed their 
pupils. 

Suharto's reputation rested 
on the tough five star general 
whose security forces would 
provide law and order in an 
emergency. Last week that myth 
exploded. One foreign diplomat 
told me bow frightened, poor- 


ly trained, poorly officered po- 
licemen stood bade as anarchy 

took tool 

There appeared to be no ad- 
equate command and control 
system between the army and 
foe police. There was even less 
evidence, he said, of any co-or- 
dination with foe civil authori- 
ties. Terrified commuters sat in 
traffic jams while foe rabble 
smashed their windscreens and 
demanded money. It was a 
shambles and Bapak was in 
Cairo. 

Indonesians can now see the 
rfrasm. politics and economics 
have merged into a vicious 
downward spiral. The banks 
and most private companies 
are bankrupt. Very few em- 
ployers can pay wages or find 
funds for raw materials. Inflation 
is in double digits, and rising. 
Millions are being made un- 
employed. There is no safety net 
and savings are disappearing 
Rice may be cheap but other ba- 
sic foods are often imported. 
The currency has collapsed. 

What can be done? Some I 
spoke to see a narrow window 
that could be squeezed through. 
A number of experienced and 
senior politicians supported by 
a sympathetic military, could 
force a meeting of the Nation- 
al Assembly. The Assembly 
would authorise a National Pro- 
visional Government, which 
would bring in some of foe 
main opposition leaders along- 
side existing tried and manage- 
riaily tested ministers. 

The new administration 
would have two objectives: to 
prepare for open and free elec- 
tions within a year, and to ne- 
gotiate a new economic package 
with the IMF that would free up 
the economy by forcing through 
a rescheduling of the $64bn of 
private debt. If incautious banks, 
both domestic and foreign, lose 
most of their money so be iL The 
flight of funds and people has 
to be halted and reversed Every 
Indonesian eye is now on foeir 
president. He has until tomor- 
row, National Awakening Day, 
to divert foe deluge. 

All foe West can do now is 
to send a simple message to foe 
millions of young Indonesians 
who have escaped foe misery of 
foe fcampongs to make new 
lives in the cities but who now 
confront a return to the depri- 
vations and disease that has 
scarred the East Indies for 
centuries. Generosi muda In- 
donesia , dunia adakakan mehi- 
pakanrmL (Youth of Indonesia, 
foe world will not abandon 
you). 

Sir Richard Needham was 
Minister of Trade between 1992 
and 1995. 


There’s no point asking women to save us - that’s our job 



£ JACK 
O'SULLIVAN 


I’LL BE honest. , Suzanne 
Moore's attitude, in much of her 
writing, that all men are a waste 
of space upsets me a great tfeal 
But what David Aaronovitch at- 
tempted to do last week in his 
column really drove me mad . 

He wrote- passionately. 


seeking to persuade Suzanne to 
be nicer about us. Ws need her, 
he said to give us a bit of sup- 
port through rough times. But, 
of course, the predictable 
happened Mummy refused 
“That's not my job,” she 
responded 

I can. live with Suzanne's 
denigration. But David’s plea, 
though brave, ultimately deep- 
ened men's humiliation. It 
painfully exposed a huge hole 
in male thinking — we’re de- 
pending on women to provide 
us with a sense of our own well- 
being. We're swinging in foe 
wind, hoping that the likes of 
Suzanne Moore will save us. 
And if she doesn’t, we seem 
to have no other resources be- 
yond self-pity. It’s a doomed 
strategy. 

So my question is: why do we 


men find it so hard to create a 
positive picture for ourselves, 
an image of a hopeful, happy 
future? Why do we rely on 
women instead of taking re- 
sponsibility ourselves? Surely, 
if we set out our own agenda, 
Suzanne could rail at us as 
much as she liked, but we 
would have expressed our own 
truths, identified our own 
ambitions. 

A clue to answering these 
questions lies in foe events 
that have reignited the gender 
war. First Paul Johnson, the 
right-wing moralist revelling 
in 40 years of successful mar- 
riage, has been exposed as hav- 
ing a long-term mistress. 
Second, Hanif Kureishi’s new 1 
novel, intimacy , has detailed 
why a man (cJbsely modelled on 
foe author) leaves his wife and 


children for his mistress. John- 
son has thus been ridiculed as 
a hypocrite; Kureishi con- 
demned as a misogynist 

Bat both tales contain a 
more profound truth about 
men. That, however active and 
capable we are in our public 
lives, our private, personal lives 
are often characterised by 
passivity. 

So when Johnson wanted 
something a bit extra sexually 

— inclu ding spanking, in his case 

- he didn’t take his wife aside 
and talk her through his needs. 
Instead, he quietly conducted 
an affair on foe side, where he 
did not have to deal with any 
conflict that might arise out of 
his desires. 

Likewise, reading KurefehT s 
work, you long for the narrator 
to take his wife aside, tell her 


what he really wants sexually 
and so make the relationship a 
success. Yet at every opportu- 
nity he runs away from the 
need for action, retreating to 
an indulgent lover who antici- 
pates his needs without any 
articulation on his part. 

If, by the way, you doubt that 
many men are sexually passive, 
just look at the vast sex indus- 
try, geared towards satisfying 
men who cannot negotiate their 
needs with their regular partners. 

Passivity explains problems 
in other parts of our personal 
lives - our poor expression of 
.emotions, our difficulty in feed- 
ing and caring for ourselves, our 
tendency to allow the home to 
be a feminised environment in 
which we are not quite com- 
fortable. And, of course, our 
personal lack of assertiveness 


means we have barely begun to 
describe a positive notion of 
male identity. 

Instead most of us. includ- 
ing foe most powerful men in 
society, listen passively as com- 
mentators such as Suzanne 
Moore abuse us collectively 
for every crime imaginable. 
Each tirade is greeted with an 
extraordinary silence. And 
when someone like David 
Aaronovitch protests, he has 
nothing but a plea for altruism 
to support his case. . 

Transforming this Passive 
Man - not winning female ap- 
proval - will be the great goal 
of male liberation. We will 
have to reclaim power over our 
personal lives that we handed 
over to women a long time ago. 
A tough, but revolutionary 
task. 


No stopping him 

AS SPECULATION about a Blair 
reshuffle intensifies, word has 
reached Pandora of a “Stop Man- 
delsan' 

highest slopes 
of the Cabinet 
The Minister 
. Without -Far*, 
folio continues 
to enjoy the 
warm support 
. of the Prime 
Minister, and 
it is no secret 
. that he would 
tike to play a 
.more ntfltieii-- 
...rial role in the’- Cabinet. However, 

• ministerswho are far less warm to- 
wards himthan Blair indude Gordon 
Brown, John Prescott, Robin Cook 



and Jack Straw. Some ministers have 
said, privately, that they would rel- 
ish seeing spin-doctor Mandebon ap- 
pointed to a large-spending mmistry 
such as, say, Social Security, where 
the heavy demands of- office would 
not only curb his meddlesome ten- 
dencies, but perhaps prove too much 

for foe man. Now there is talk of ap- 
pointing a “Cabinet Minster for the 
Cabinet”. This Cardinal Richelieu- 
worthy position could wield enor- 
mous power, ■ without . all the 
responsibilities of running a large 
minis try. Blair's' chief of staff, 
Jonathan Powell, is said to be writ- 
ing a feasibility report In foe mean- 
time, while some, ministers lobby 
against Mandelson, Pandora doubts 
that Blair has forgotten the impor- 
tance of keeping Mandy on board id 
mastermind the . ne*t election 
campaign. 


PANDORA 

Curry no favour 

DON’T be surprised today if the Boy 
Wonder's speech to his alma mater 
in the suburbs of Paris, business 
school Insead, burns hot with Euro- 
sceptica] fervour. Pandora can 
reveal font the writing of Hague's 
message came after a dangerous 
split within his own camp over 
what take-away food should be con- 
sumed during its composition. 
According to Inside sources, curry 
won the day over pizza. Once the 
fuel had arrived from the Knndan 
enrty house near Smith Square, the 
chances of Boy Wonder delivering 
a fiery oration in Fontainbleu were 
increased 10-fold. 


Renaissance man 

IT IS FAIR to say that US Ambas- 
sador Philip Lader, who arrived in 
London last September, has not 
disappointed his critics. A great FOB 
(friend of Bill's), Lader first met 
Clinton at one of his touchy-feelie, 
networking-for-VIPs “Renaissance 
weekends” in Hfltoo Head, South Car- 
olina. In the seven months since his 
arrival in this country, Lader has not 
made much of an impression on the 
British public. His sensitive diploma- 
cy has included takinga swing through 
Birmingham as Clinton's advance 
man prior to the G8. But word has 
reached Pandora that quite a few of 
Lader’s old "Renaissance weekend” 
buddies, have been enjoying “pain- 
sharing” New Age weekends in the 
ambassador’s temporary residence 
in Holland Park. Is Lader a contender 


for the title of Worst US Ambassador 
to the Court of St James? The early 
signs are encouraging. 

Rare Welsh bit 

PANDORA congratulates Lord Elis- 
Tbomas for being named the first 
Welfo Nationalist candidate to run for 
one of the 40 seats in the new Welsh 
Assembly The former Dafydd 
Thomas was elevated to the Lords by 
John Mgjor in 1992 after represent- 
ing Meirionnydd Nant Conwy as a Na- 
tionalist MP fori 8 years. Currently 
chairman of the Welsh L angu a g e 
Board -where he draws £22,290 for 
a two-day week -Lord EUs-Thomas 
is a well-known face in the Honse of 
Lords- Welsh Assembly members are 
expecting to earn about £30,000 a yean 
Quite a good career for a former self- 
professed Marxist 
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Reno charges 


Microsoft with 




acting illegally 


By David Usbome 

in New ‘f ort: 


THE US Attorney General, 
Janet Reno, yesterday fired a 
potent legal missile at Micro- 
soft Corporation, headed by 
multibillionaire Bill Gates, 
bluntly accusing of it acting il- 
legally by using its dominant 
Windows operating system to 
“develop a ehofcehold” on the 
market for Internet browser 
software. 

Opening the page on what 
may become one of the biggest 
anti-trust battles between gov- 
ernment and a single corpora- 
tion in American history, the 
Justice Department joined a 
coalition of 20 individual US 
states to launch twin lawsuits 
against Microsoft for alleged 
abuse of its near-monopoly 
position. 

In the short term, the suits 
seek an immediate injunction 
from the US courts to force 
Microsoft to loosen its con- 
tractual agreements with the 
manufacturers of personal 
computers licensed to install 
Windows in their products, and 
with on-line service providers 
such as America Online. 

Most dramatically, Ibe in- 
junction, if granted by a judge, 
would oblige Microsoft either 
to indude the Netscape Navi- 
gator browser - the main com- 
petitor to its own Internet 
Explorer-- on its new Windows 
dS operating platform, or strip 
the Explorer from Windows 9& 

There is no assurance that 
the courts will find in favour of 
such an injunction. A decision 
is likely in days or weeks. Mean- 
while, there was no attempt by 
die Justice Department or the 
coalition of states to block the 
release of Windows 98, which 
Microsoft began shipping to 


manufacturers yesterday even 
as the lawsuits were launched. 
Windows 98 should therefore 
be in retail computer shops on 
schedule on 25 June. 

The lawsuits additionally 
allege that, in a first effort to 
stave off the Navigator, exec- 
utives from Microsoft went to 
Netscape and asked that the 
two companies collude illegal- 
ly to divide op the browser mar- 
ket. It was only after Netscape 
spumed the approach, accord- 
ing to the government, that Mi- 
crosoft decided to use its 
dominance in the operating- 
system market to crush the 
Netscape browser. 

Joe] Klein, the assistant 
Attorney General who has 
spearheaded the federal gov- 
ernment’s action, said the intent 
of the suits was not to bobble 
Microsoft. But he went on: 
“What cannot be tolerated and 
what the anti-trust laws forbid 
is the barrage of illegal and anti- 
competitive practices that Mi- 
crosoft uses to destroy its rivals 
and to avoid competition on the 
merits”. 

In her own brief statements, 
Ms Reno said Mr Gates was 
guilty of “anti-competitive and 
exclusionary practices", and 
that “no firm should be per- 
mitted to keep out competitors 
or spurn innovations’*. She 
added: “We want to make sure 
that the field is open - open to 
the next Microsoft”. 

If the government prevails, 
the experience of millions of 
computer users worldwide 
could rapidly change. Ms Reno 
is asking that PC manufactur- 
ers be freed (o offer an alter- 
native to the Windows start-up 
screen that Microsoft now in- 
sists must be the first thing con- 
sumers see when they boot up 
their machines. Windows is 


now the essential “central ner- 
vous system” of 90 per cent of 
all PCs purchased. 

The manufacturers would 
consequently be liberated to 
customise that first boot-up 
screen, the “desktop”, with 
any other applications they 
might want to offer to their 
buyers. Those applications, of 
course, could be supplied by 
any player in the software in- 
dustry, not just Microsoft. As 
part of that arrangement, the 
manufacturers would be free 
to stop out the Explorer them- 
selves. 

In similar vein, the govern- 
ment is also hoping to undo 
what it considers to be exclu- 
sionary deals signed by Mi- 
crosoft with such online 
providers as America Online, 
which oblige them to feature 
the Internet Explorer and oth- 
er Microsoft applications on 
their home-page menus. 

While Mr Gates is certain to 
fight the allegations with all his 
might, there is no certainty 
that the suits will do much dam- 
age lo Microsoft's earnings, as 
its highly profitable NT pack- 
age for networks and servers 
was not attacked by the Jus- 
tice Department. Nonetheless, 
shares in Microsoft were trad- 
ing down yesterday. At the 
lunch-hour, they were off $3 
on the Nasdaq at $86,. 

A Microsoft spokesman said 
the lawsuits were “without mer- 
ir and would be fought by the 
company in court. He said: 
“This is a sad day for consumers 
and asad day for the American . 
software industry.” 

President Bill Clinton con- 
ceded that the lawsuits could 
send shock waves through the 
US economy, but added: “1 have 
confidence in the way the anti- 
trust division has handled )U” 


/ 






The independents' market share has plummeted, yet the OFT ruled there was no evidence of predatory behaviour 


Fuel giants cleared on pricing 


By Michael Harrison 


THE GOVERMENTs com- 
petition watchdog, the Office of 
f&rlhidfeg, came under savage 
attack yesterday after clearing die 
big supermarkets and oil com- 
panies of driving independent 
petrol stations out of the market 
through predatory pricing. 

After a year long investiga- 
tion, the OFT concluded there 
was no evidence of predatoiy 
or collusjve behaviour, even 
though as many as 4,000 inde- 
pendent outlets have gone out 
of business since a price war 
broke out in 1996. 

The Petrol Retailers Asso- 
ciation dismissed the OFTs re- 


port as “bland and cosy” and 
criticised its failure to tackle the 
problem of exorbitant petrol 
prices at motorway service sta- 
tions, where the big oil com- 
panies face no competition. 

Christopher MacGowan, 
chief executive of the associa- 
tion, said he was “horrified” at 
the OFTs response and called 
on ministers to replace it as the 
watchdog for the industry. 

James Frost, chairman of 
Britain’s biggest independent 
petrol station chain. Save 
Group, also criticised the 
OFTs findings, saying: “I am 
extremely disappointed that it 
found evidence petrol was be- 
ing sold at a loss but then de- 


rided everything is all right now. 
In the meantime 4.000 petrol 
stations have gone bust.” 

The investigation was 
launched in 1996 at the 
prompting of MPs after Esso 
embarked on its Pricewatch 
campaign which resulted in a 
fierce price war among the oil 
majors and supermarkets. 

John Bridgcman. the Di- 
rector General of Fair Trad- 
ing, conceded yesterday that 
there was evidence that petrol 
had been retailed at a loss. 
But he said he did not believe 
this amounted to predatoiy 
behaviour and said that prof- 
it margins bad recovered even 
though they remained 


at historically low levels. 

Since 1990. when petrol re- 
tailing was last investigated by 
the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission, the share of the 
market taken by the super- 
markets has soared from 5 per 
cent to 23 percent At the same 
time pump prices have fallen by 
about a third in real terms - that 
is excluding duty, VAT and in- 
flation - while the number of 
petrol stations has fallen by 
more than a fifth to fewer than 


How the supermarkets have moved on to the forecourt 
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15,000. 

By far the biggest casualties 
have been independent retail- 
ers where the number of sta- 
tions has declined from 12561 
in 1988 to fewer than 1 0,000 
now and market share has col- 
lapsed from 49 per cent to 28 
per cent. The “big three” of 
Esso, Shell and BP/MoW 1 con- 
tinue to account for 52 per cent 
of all petrol sold. 

Mr Bridgeraan said that de- 
spite the sharp fall in the num- 
ber of outlets, down from 
40,000 in the mid-1960s, mo- 
torists ad been well-served by 
the competition between the ofl 
majors and supermarket 
chains. Tesco is now the fourth 
biggest player in the petrol 
market while Sainsbsuiy is in 
fifth place. 
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Fears over US rates Christie’s sold for £721 m 


unsettle exchanges 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


THE TWIN fears oF a possible 


rise in \JS interest rates and a 
new bout of financial turmoil 
in Asia overshadowed the 
wurttf s slock markets yesterday. 

In London the FTSE 100 
index ended 92 points down at 
5.S26.2, having dropped as 
much us 123 points earlier in 
ihe day. Wall Street opened 
lower, too, although US prices 
spent the rest of the morning 
treading water. 

The US Federal Reserve's 
Open Markets Committee is 
not expected to lake any action 
at its meeting today, but 
renewed signs that the Amer- 
ican economy has lost none of 
its steam have led many analysts 
to pencil in a rise in the cost of 
borrowing later this year. If this 
happens, it would be the first 
increase since March 1997. 

This caution was reinforced 
by earlier tumbles on Asian 
slock markets as a result of the 
continuing iurmoil in Indone- 
sia. Shares on the Jakarta 
exchange itself fell 4 per cent,' 
while there was a 3 per cent 


drop in Malaysian stocks and a 
more modest fall in Hong 
Kong: the Hang Seng index 
ended down 126 points at 
9.411.97. Japan bucked the 
trend, however, with the Nikkei 
Index fciirabing 142 points to 
15JS4.4 7. 

Almost none of Will 
Street's pundits expect the Fed 
to raise rates this week, not least 
because of the continuing frag- 
ile state of Asia’s financial 
markets. “It is a question of 
domestic economic manage- 
ment versus the stability of the 
world financial system,” said lan 
Shepherdson, chief economist 
at HSBC Markets in New York. 
“A US rate rise could cause 
another lurch down in Asia and 
send the dollar even higher.” 

Despite these fears, the dol- 
lar climbed to a six-and-a-balf 
year high against the yen yes- 
terday. jumping above YI36. 
The markets' biggest fear is that 
an ever-strengthening dollar 
will force China to abandon its 
peg to the US currency, caus- 
ing further huge upheaval in 
Asia. 

But a growing group of 
analysts believe the need to act 


against domestic inflationary 
pressures will force the Fed’s 
hand later in (he year. The next 
meeting of the Open Markets 
Committee - a two-day session 
at the end of June just ahead 
of Fed chairman Alan 
Greenspan’s twice-yearly 
Humphrey-Hawkins testimo- 
ny to Congress - is seen as a 
potential danger point. 

Sterling's recent slide bait- 
ed yesterday ahead of figures 
due out today on retail price 
inflation and Thursday’s report 
on retail sales. Underlying 
inflation last month is expect- 
ed to have climbed further 
abore the Government’s 25 per 
cent target. 

Even though the increase is 
the predictable result of high- 
er excise dudes, it will further 
deni confidence that UK 
interest rates have reached 
their peak. 

Figures released last week 
showed a shock rise in earnings 
growth, while the Bank of Eng- 
land* s quarterly inflation report 
showed that the Monetary 
Policy Committee remains split 
over the need for higher loan 
rates. 


CITY analysis yesterday 
expressed surprise at the price 
paid for Christie's, the 232-year- 
old auction house which was 
sold lo French billionaire 
Francois Pinault for £721m. 

The cash offer of 3%p per 
share is at a 40 per cent pre- 
mium to the dosing price on 1 
May. (he last day of trading be- 
fore Mr Pinault bought a 29 per 
cent stake in (he auctioneer. 

“It’s a pretty foil price and 
at these levels l can't see any- 
one else coming in." said Guy 


Bell at Beeson Gregory. “The 
business probably won’t grow 
as quiddy as it has. The Far East 
situation will take some 
demand out of the market and 
the lack of major single-owner 
sales is also a factor.” 

Mr Pinault’s offer, which is 
being conducted through his 
private company Artemis, rep- 
resents a huge premium to the 
offer tabled by a consortium of 
wealthy investors led by SBC 
Warburg earlier this year. That 
group, which included former 
Christie’s shareholder Joe 
Lewis, was offering less than 
300p per share. It was rejected 


by the board of Christie’s. 

Some analysts question 
whether Mr Pinault could 
make his acquisition pay at 
these levels. However, his rep- 
resentatives said Mr Pinault is 
a shrewd, long-term investor 
who expected to take advantage 
of the liberalisation of the 
French 3it market this summer, 
when European Union rules 
eliminate long-standing French 
laws that have protected the big 
French auction houses from 
competition at home. 

It is undetstood that Mr Pin- 
ault will favour evolution over 
revolution at Christie's. It will 


still be run from London and 
New York and the board, led 
by chief executive Christopher 
Davidge, will be retained. 

Mr Pinault's view is that in 
highly volatile markets such as 
art, earnings are too uncertain 
for a publicly quoted company. 
He wants to build the Christie's 
brand worldwide and secure the 
company against downturns in 
the art market. 

Shareholders are still enti- 
tled to their 4p final dividend, 
announced in February. 
Christie’s shares dosed up 75p 
at 387i*p. 
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Pearson 


By Peter Thai Larsen 
and Andrew Yates 


PEARSON, the media con- 
glomerate. is understood to be 


the waxworks that has become 
one of London’s most popular 
tourist attractions. The group is 
believed to have discreetly ap- 
proached potential buyers in an 
attempt to broker a deal. 

Pearson held talks with : 
Rank, the Butlins to Hard Rode j* 
Cafe leisure group, earlier this 
year according to industry 
sources. The discussions sub- 
sequently broke down over the 
valuation put on the business. 
Rank balked at Pearson’s ask- -■ 
ing price of more than £300m 
and walked away from the deal. - . 

However, Pearson is still 
keen to dispose of Madame Tus- ’-L 
sauds following yesterday's 
£2.2bn acquisition of Simon & 
Schuster’s educational pub- , 
fishing divisions from Viacom, ?. 
The deal leaves Pearson with a :* 
£25bn debt load which it iskeen v 
to reduce. 

The company said yesterday ” 
that it would “reduce the level . 
of borrowings through the on- 
going disposal of passive in- >. 
vestments and businesses that 
lack critical mass or are likely 
to be worth more to others than » ■ 
to Pearson.” 

Although the group refused •: 
to comment on specific busi- 
nesses, Madame Tussauds fits 
clearly into the latter category. * 
“It must go,” one analyst said - 
yesterday. “There is no strate- 
gic logic in keeping it," 

The sale of Madame Tus- 
sauds would be the group's 
most significant disposal since 
the arrival of Marjorie Scardino 
as chief executive at the begin- • • ' 
ning of last year. Ms Scardino • 1 
has embarked on a radical re- • - • s • 
structuring of the group, selling 
Mindscapc. the computer - • A- 
games group and Future Pub- 
fishing, the magazines business, 
earlier this year. ' ‘ - •'* 

Pearson said yesterday it :I 
would consider issuing equity - 
worth 10 per cent of its share ■ 
capital, a move that would bring - 

in about £5 00m. The company : - 
is also prepared to sell off its •• 
stakes in BSkyB and JFlextech, ■ 
the broadcasters. 

Investors yesterday wel- 
corned the acquisition, pushing 
up Pearson's share price 87 Jp ■ • 
to I027-5p. The deal creates a • • ■ 
leading company in education- y 
al publishing, a market which ** £ 
Ms Scardino called “one of the “5' ' 
great growth industries of our -W 
time." The deal is expected to 
yield cost savings of $130m in '•i\- 
the Gist two years. 


Abe looks on as the Savoy heads west 


By Ann Treneman 
and Andrew Yates 


THE Savoy Group's 109th and 
final annual genera! meeting 
was an emotional affair. As the 
group has been bought for 
£520m by Blacksinnc Real Es- 
tate. tile American investment 
group, it seemed fitting that the 
Iasi annual general meeting 
was held yesterday in the Lin- 
coln Room under the gaze of 
Honest Abe himself. He was 


the oldest person in the room, 
but not by much. The crowd 
may have been Muo-bkxxi but 
it was blue-rinse too. 

The first problem was the 
chairs. No one at the Savoy re- 
ally knew how many of the 
22100 shareholders were going 
to show so they decided to take 
away the chairs just in case. In 
the end, only a few hundred 
came and so the chairs were put 
back. Thank God because 
standing was not an option for 


many of those who arrived 
leaning heavily on their canes. 

By noon wc were all sitting 
comfortably and so the chair- 
man, Sir Ewen Fergussnu, could 
begin. “Welcome to the l(19lh 
annual general meeting of the 
shareholders of this company.” 
he said, slowly and patiently as 
Lincoln looked on. One woman 
grunted. She had been a share- 
holder for 40 years and was not 
impressed with the sale to 
Btackstonc Real Estate Partners 


or New York. “I don't approve 
at all" she said, bolding on to 
her cane more tightly. 

She wasn’t ibe only one. 
“My name is Eve as in Christ- 
mas Eve.” shouted a man in the 
front row. “Horatio at the 
bridge was high hearted. He 
was protecting Rome from 
predators. There was no self- 
interest in it!" He then went on 
lo compare the Winner family 
and the D’Oyly Carte Trust to 
Horatio. But now. he said, it 


turns out they were open to a 
generous offer. “We small 
shareholders... hove been sold 
down the river!” 

A murmur rippled through 
the room. “Hear, hear” could 
faintly be heard. 

Mr Eve then had a final 
burst of patriotism. “The Savoy 
has gone to foreigners. The 
RAC has gone to foreigners. 
Rolls-Royce has gone to for- 
eigners. Is the Marytebone 
Cricket Club safe?” 
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OUTLOOK 

ON THE CHANGE IN 
^ PEARSON'S STRATEGIC 
$ . THINKING, THE 

PASSING OF CHRISTIE'S 
INTO FRENCH HANDS. 
ANDTHEOFT'S 
LATEST LOOK AT THE 
PETROL MARKET 


* 


US deal sends Scardino to the top of the class 

. . • • . . _ i Ul! 


CAN Marjorie Scardino do no wrong? Dur- 
ing her first year m charge al Pfcaison, she 
has proved herself adept ai dealing up. the 
mess left behind by her predecessors. Now 
sfaes managrd tomakc annrrpikttior)M ?h^-t i 

the City just loves. The purchase of Simon 
& Schusters educational publishing divi- 
sions for £L2bn is just the kind of deal that 
Pearson should be doing. 

Nor does she appear lo be making the 
old Parson mistake of overpaying A mul- 
tiple of 25 times sales is respectable for a 
business reckoned to be growing at 10 per 
cent a year, while Pearson kept the numbers 
manageable for a cash purchase by imme- 
diately offloading the unwanted profes- 

^walandrd’oencebdsloaUSfcwyoutfu^ 

Other out of place assets within the new Pear- 
son, such as Madam Tussauds and perhaps 
even La&rd Brothers too if tax dj ffj nrifo y 
can be overcome, are bound to follow. 

Pearson won the bidding from under 
the noses of Rupert Murdoch's News In- 
ternational and Kohl berg Kravis Roberts, 
king of the junk bond deal. That will im- 
prove Ms Scanfino’s street crednoend. But 
the most encouraging aspect of the deal is 
that it makes strategic sense - a consider- 
ation that was sadly absent in thcproScanh- 
no days. Gone are the disastrous forays into 
unrelated businesses, of which Mindscape, 
the computer games group which was fi- 
nally sold in March, was just the most ex- 
pensive example. 

Instead. Pearson has taken an industry 
in which h is already strong - through Ad- 
dison Wesley Longman - and added a sim- 
ilar business. Pearson looks to be getting into 
the market al just the right time. The shift 
towards lifelong learning the increasing use 


of computers in school and Ihe growing pop- 
ularity of Englsh around the world will work 
strongly in Prison's favour. 

The only nagging worry is whether reg- 
ulators will allow il Precise figures are hard 
lo came by, bur it looks as [hough Pearson 

will control about a quarter of the US 
schools market. With the US authorities in 
a trust-busting mood at the moment an au- 
tomatic thumbs up can hardly be taken for 
panted. Still, Ms Scardino deserves noth- 
ing but praise. When her appointment was 
announced in 1996, Pearson's share price 
fell on fears that she wasn't heavyweight 
enough. Those who sold out at that time 
must be kicking themselves. 

A tale of two 
billionaires 

ON THE day that Pearson acquired Simon 
& Schuster, one or the great names in US 
publishing, it hardly seems fair lo complain 
about a Frenchman buying Christie’s In- 
ternational Nonetheless, there does seem 
to be quite a number of famous British trad- 
ing names passing into foreign hands right 
now. Our other great auction house, 
Sotheby's, is already American owned. The 
Savoy has gone west loo. Rolls- Royce Mo- 
tors is about to fall to the Germans. Why 
are there no British billionaires or buyout 
funds that want to own these splendid in- 
ternational brand names? 

Well actually there was in Ihe case of 
Christie's. As one of his last salvos into the 
world of British corporate finance before 
moving off to New York, Brian Kcelan of 
SBC Warburg put together a consortium 


of Joe Lewis and a number of other 
wealthy financiers. They spent months dy- 
ing to convince Christopher Davidge and 
the rest of the Christie's board to agree a 
bid around the £3 a share level Mr Lewis’s 
main fine of business these days is wheeler 
dealing in stocks and shares, foreign ex- 
change, commodities, and derivatives. In 
essence, he operaresa one man hedge ft®** 
out of the Bahamas, and hugely successful 
he's been al it too. He did not get as rich 
as he is hy overpaying. 

Mr Lewis’s 29 per cent stake in Christie’s 
was one of those investments which un- 
characteristically for him, appeared to be 
going nowhere. Mr Lewis's logic was that 
even if he failed to lake the company into 
private ownership himself, someone else 
mxiki hill out of woodwork prepared to grre 
him a decent premium. 

So by galvanising the situation, Mr 
Lewis has done everyone a service. Along 
came Francois Pinault, who as well as be- 
ing a keen collector of paintings and sculp- 
ture, seems to collect trophy assets with equal 
vigour. His privately owned Artemis bold- 
ing company already lays claim to Chateau- 
Latour and the Vail ski resort in the 
American Rockies. Mr Lewis managed to 
extract what can only be described as an ex- 
tremely fancy price from Mr Pinault. which 
be is now, in bidding fur the rest of the shares, 
obliged to offer to other investors loo. 

The two billionaires make a striking con- 
trast in their investment approach. Mr Lewis 
has the archetypal street trader's mentali- 
ty -in and out fast making a tidy profit on 
the way. lb Mr Lewis, always looking for 
short term value, Mr Pinault must seem to 
have more money than sense. But let’s not 


be too hasty in our judge m ent. Mr Pinault’S 
is the Haw Gallic, long- term approach to 
brand value and management. To him, 
brands have intrinsic value, extracted over 
decades or even hundreds of years. Il is die 
same sort of mentality which saw Bernard 
Arnault of LVMH bid an astonishing 200 
times ramings for Chateau 'Yqufcm. 

Christie's should thrive under his own- 
ership. Removed from the need to defiver 
a constant# rising income stream to dzvktend 
hungry stock market investors, Onstie's will 
be aWc to move into the ait market big tune, 
securing the big sales by underwriting their 
value and carrying highly priced stock 
through the art markets frequent downturns. 
OK, so Mr Pinault is French. So what. That 
probably makes him the best possible home 
for this fine old company. 

Danger signs on 
the forecourts 

IT WOULD only have taken John Bridge- 
man a short drive up the Ml to discover 
that petrol retailing is not as competitive 
as he likes to think. In the motorway ser- 
vice st-n inns, where the oil majors do not 
have those tiresome supermarkets snapping 
at their heels, they charge their captive mar- 
ket wbai they reckon they can get away with 
- which on most motorways is about 5p 
more a litre than in town. 

The OFTs latest examination of the 
petrol market - the fourth such inquiry in 
the last 25 years -conveniently airbrushes 
over this awkward statistic. It prefers instead 
to concentrate on the way competition be- 
tween the oO majors and the supermarket 


in urban areas. . , 

Unfortunately, the arrival of the super- 
market giants led by Tl^ba^ 

the number of independent retaifeis tum- 
bling down since they cannot live with the 

low (please don’t call them predatory) 

prices. If you happen to live in the north- 
west of Scotland, this retail revolution on 
the forecourts will have passed you tycom- 


statkm after another gives up the ghost 
Never mind, there is always the scenery to 

compensate. . 

There are not many motorists who 
don’t think the petrol market is fixed. This 
is partly because it is the ultimate distress 

purchase and parity because more than half 
the market is still in the hands of just three 

players - Esso, Shell and BP/Mobfl - 
whose prices rarely vary for more than a 
few days. This is either competition or col- 
lusion at work. But if- the OFT is so sure it 
is the former, why has the petrol industry 
now been subject to no less than four sep- 
arate inquiries? 

The latest one has cleared the super- 
markets of predatory pricing- even though 
the OFT agrees they sold petrol at a loss 
and now there are 5JX» fewer independent 

reiaikTS On balance, the dm torist has prob- 
ably gained more than he has lost through 
the arrival of the supermarkets on the fore- 
courts. But with nearly 80 per cent of the 

market now in just eight pairs of hands, and 

gross mar gins in petrol retailing a miser- 
able 3p per litre the temptation to stop 
peting and start ratcheting prices up must 
be immense. Stand by for inves tiga t io n num- 
ber five but don’t expect too much. 




BAFS to axe 
J ,600 jobs 
after merger 


By Andrew Verity 

BRITISH American Financial Services 
is to shed 1,600 jobs as part of what the 
company called “a ruthless drive for ef- 
. . - firiency” when it completes its £32bn 
merger with Zurich Financial Services. 

Bagle Star, a subsidiary of BAFS, will 
bear thebrunt of the job fosses^ which rep- 
resent 10 per cent of BAFS staff in the . 
UK. Most redundancies will take place 
m the con^Jany’sgeneral insurance wn^ 
v . Sandy Leitch, BAFS chief executive, 

. — said: “It is inevitable that there wiD be job 

losses in those parts of the organsation 
where jobs and efficiencies overlap, or 
. where competitiveness and efficiencies are 

reeded most You have got to do them 
; a fair, neutral and fast way.” 

The company said the job losses 
would be carried through “as quickly as 
we possibly can” after shareholders 
vote cm the merger on 12 June. 

Mr Leitch said fay the end of three 
years, the company hopes to save $400m 
a year (£245m), much higher than ear- 
lier expectations of 5250m. He said it was 
“too early to be specific” about exactly 
where the job loses would fall, but in- 
dicated that most would be in general 
insurance. “Most savings will occur in 
the UK. That is where the greatest lev- 
el of integration occurs,” he said. 

News of the job losses came as 
BAFS’ parent group, British American 
Ibbacco, gave details of a giant re- 
structuring, programme. BAT will be- 
come a stand-alone tobacco company, 
retaining a 43 per cent stake in the 


merged financial services group, to be 
called Zurich Financial Services. 

Zurich is paying a $1.4bn charge 
linked to the financial services merger, 
which is due to be completed by Sep- 
tember. Most of this money will be used 
to build up the new company’s reserves. 

The combined group, Zurich Fi- 
nanrial Services; wiD be one erf the largest 
insurers in the Western world, second 
only to Axa-UAE the French insurer. Its 
income from insurance premiums will 
come to $36bnf£22bn). With 30 million 
customers in more than 50 countries, it 
will manage more than $375bn of cus- 
tomers' assets. The company will be 
Britain’s third largest life insurer. 

Separately, BAT’S chief executive, 
Martin Broughton, insisted the group 
was not vulnerable to further legal ac- 
tion over damage caused by smoking. 
“The US realty is different. I don’t be- 
lieve the US style litigation will spread 
to other countries.” 

Mr Broughton attacked a recent de- 
rision by a Minnesota judge who found 
in favour of a plaintiff claiming damages 
oversmoking. He said BAT would have 
fought the derision, but US companies 
had capitulated. He said BAT only 
joined the settlement, costing the com- 
pany $200m (£120m), after other ciga- 
rette companies backed out. 

“We thought it was not in share- 
holders' interests to risk a judge who was 
so one-sided. Frankly I don't think we 
will find another judge who will run a 
case in the same manner as the judge 
in Minnesota." Mr Broughton said. 



From teft: UMcfi Herter; BATC managing director, Ken Clarice, the company* 
non-executive deputy chairman and Martin Broughton Photograph: NevifleBder 


Tesco takes 
control of Thai 
hypermarkets 


By Nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 


TESCO stepped up its in- 
ternational expansion yesterday 
when it paid £1 1 hn fora con- 
trolling stake in one of Thai- 
land’s leading hypermarket 
chains. The deal with Lotus, 
which has 13 hypermarkets 
across Thailand, will also see 
Tfcsco take on the group’s £89m 
debts. 

Tesco’s deputy chairman. 
David Reid, said the econom- 
ic tunnofi in the region had cre- 
ated the opportunity and that 
stores like Lotus would not have 
been available under “normal" 
economic conditions. 

“It is not a fire sale but con- 
sumer demand has fallen in 
Thailand by around 15-20 per 
cent over the year so it has done 
well to survive.” 

Mr Reid said Tesco planned 
to double the number of Lotus 
stores and to triple its sales over 
the next four years. 

“What Tfcsco is really trying 
to do here in terms of strategy 
is to give itself access to growth 
markets for the future," he 
said. 

Tesco is already number 
one in the UK and Ireland and 
bas a growing business in cen- 
tral Europe. 

“What Terry Leahy [Tfesco’s 
chief executive] is saying is 
■we’ve got to be more global’. 
He wants us to benchmark 


ourselves, not just against 
Sainsbury’s. but against Wal- 
Mart, Carrefour and so on. 
We’ve got to have formats that 
can stand up to these people 
and be areas that give us access 
to growth.” 

Mr Reid declined to com- 
ment on Asda’s failed merger 
talks with Kingfisher, but said 
the UK market was clearly 
consolidating. 

He said Tfcsco was viewing 
the possibility of becoming a 
pan-European food retailer with 
interest “If that starts to hap- 
pen we will have too re-appraise 
our position. It is a question of 
who would want to be Erst." 

Under the deal Tesco will 
buy a controlling stake in 
Lotus from CP Group for 
£lllm. Lotus was only set up 
four years ago and last year 
recorded losses of £2m on sales 
of £202m. 

Tfcsco is one of a growing 
number of UK stores branch- 
ing out internationally. Boots 
opened six trial stores in Thai- 
land last year and last week 
stepped up expansion with 
plans for 40 more shops. King- 
fisher is expanding in Thiwan 
with B&Q. 

Mr Leahy was paid a total 
of £789,000 last year, up from 
£765,000. Andrew Higginson, 
the new finance director was 
paid a joining fee of £170,000 
when he arrived from Burton 
in November. 


Rock 
caves in 
to OFT 

By Clifford German 


NORTHERN Rock, the former 
building society turned bank, 
yesterday announced a com- 
plete surrender after becoming 
the target of an outspoken at- 
tack by Office of Fair Trading 
over the way it cut interest on 
savings accounts last month 
but left customers liable to in- 
terest penalties if they wanted 
to move their money elsewhere. 

All notice periods on its 
savings accounts will be sus- 
pended for 30 days from today, 
so that savers who are not 
happy with their new rates of 
interest will be able to transfer 
or move funds without penalty 
or notice up to the dose of busi- 
ness on 18 June. 

Northern Rock has also 
pledged to write to individual 
account holders every time it 
changes rates or launches a 
new product in future. With im- 
mediate effect they wifi receive 
written notice of any changes at 
least equivalent to the notice 
period on their accounts, al- 
lowing them to move money 
without penally. 

The move came after North- 
ern Rock shares slipped a fur- 
ther 20 p yesterday morning, 
bringing total losses since the 
OFT launched its attack last Fri- 
day to 70p. The shares later ral- 
lied to close 6.5p down on the 
day at 54&5p. The OFT will 
continue its investigation into 
unfair treatment of savers hy 
banks in general 


* 


Anger at ISA benchmarks 


By Andrew Verity 


THE TREASURY yesterday 
faced, renewed anger over its 
plans to boost the country’s sav- 
ings after it said it would ority 
endorse share investments if 
they were put into volatile 
“tracker funds". 

Helen Liddell, Economic 
. Secretary to the Treasury, yes- 
tenkty published proposals to 
award a Government “beneft- 
. mark” to savings and invest- 
ment products with krw charges 

and no catches. ■ 

Mrs Liddell said the bench- 
vg. mark “will be easy for people 
jj* .. ..to understand and help thetn 
jSavoid making poor choices." It 


. will be applied to Individual 
Savings Accounts (ISAs), the 
tax-privileged accounts to be 
launched nest April. 

But investment managers 
slammed the proposals for 
pushing investors into “track- 
er funds” - funds which track 
an index such as the FTSE 100 
- simply because they were 
cheaper. 

Philip Whriand, chairman of 
Autif, the investment trade 
body, said: “The Treasury ap- 
pears not to be able to under- . 
stand that people are prepared 
to pay for something that is be- 
tween a tracker fund and a 
deposit account in terms of risk. 
Many people are risk averse.” 


Fund managers fear Trea- 
sury endorsement could sweD 
the coffers of tracker funds, 
leading to a surge of liquidity 
in companies included ha an in- 
dex, artificially overvaluing 
them. Small companies, mean- 
while, will be starved of cash. 

The TTeasiny will set three 
separate benchmarks for three 
kinds of ISAs: cash: insurance; 
and stocks and shares. How- 
ever, it will not endorse any 
share investment that is actively 
managed. 

Andrew Barker, chairman of 
the Association of Investment 
Trust Companies, said he was 
“astonished” that investment 
trusts had been excluded. 


Channel link decision next month 


By Michael Harrison ^ 

A derision on whether to go 
. ahead with the Channel Tlnmel 
Raft link is expected to be tak-- 

en by the Government early 
nest month following the sub- 
mission of final revised rescue 

proposals frcml the project^ de- 
veloper, London & Ckntinen- 
- tal Railways, iir partnership 
withRafitrack 

Aspckesnan for the Deputy 


Prime Minister, John Prescott, 
confirmed that the final pro- 
posals were submitted last Fri- 
day but said that ministers did 
not intend to rush into a deri- 
sion. “I think they ^ w 811 * 

consider the proposals in depth 

4 *L a rWncinn rWtfTIHi 


» 

is the correct one, ^ 

The future of the link mto 
linden’s St ftueras ^ 

thrown into doubt in January af- 
ter Mr Prescott rejected a re- 


quest from LCR for an extra 

£ 12 bn in puWic subsidies on tc^) 
of the £1.8bn already granted. 

Mr Prescott gave LCR 30 
daysrosubma new financial pro- 
posals and at the end of Febru- 
ary granted it a 90-day extension. 
LCR’s preliminary revised pro- 
posals are understood to havere- 
d»red the amount of extra public 
subsidy by £500m to £60Qm. Rrr- 
ther substantial reductions have 
been identified since then. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

FULLY AUTOMATIC DELUXE BREADMAKER 
Just £99incp&p 

SAVE MORE THAN £30 OFFMRRP 


Alan incredible price breakthrough of just £99 including 
delivery to your dooc. (his folly automatic dectraoic deluxe 
breadmaker from Prima . the brand leader. is omaandmg 
value far money. 

Measuring 33cm x 24cm x 30cm, this superb machine fea- 
tures a triple rising process, ensuring perfect resuta every 
(hne.Tbar arerix ififlerem operating modes - normal, 

Reach, rqtid. whole wheat, dough only and bake only. ■ 
ausLcotoor Control, non-stick baking pan and kneading 
hfade. 60 minaiE *tep warm" period, who fruii/oui signal, 
end a process delay timer allowing you » wake up » 
savour tiesfafar baked bread when you want k. 

EachdeloxelKwieTakercoinessapplicdwiiheasytcfol- 
krw insmtedems. rDdpes.)nms and suggestioos, pics a trou- 
ble shooting guide. measuring spoon and imp. 

Probably ti* most corqtrebeosivemachme erf ns type miF 
abte and able R> bake up to a lVrlb loaf, ihe Prima auto- j~ ~ ~~ " ~ 
matte breadmaker costsjnaS9iuchJdingdeJhwy and ““ *“ 

12 nnafas manufranrere guarantee. 



Sow to order: 

O Phone §181 540 9696 for the credit 
card order service 

Or AH m the coupon quoting yoor ACCESS/VISA 
Banker, or seat with crossed cheque^osol orders, no 
cash please, to: 

The Independent BREADMAKER Offer. Traebril 
House. Lomtwd Road. London SWI9 3TZ. 

This offer is subject to availability and UK mainland 
readers only. Please allow op to 28 days lot delivery. If 
noi comptoety satisfied r et urn within 7 days fora full 
refund. 

EM XL 


Breadmaket/a @ £99 each Inc 


(address on bad.) made 


P&P 

I redose »crobsedi±eque#PO for £. 
payable lo: NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING IND365 

or drier my Aaes'Vita acootaffby As mtaBL My corf anmba ic 


Eapey Due. 


Signature. 


NAME 


ADDRESS , 


PoaCode. 


Seadkx TO INDEPENDENT BREADMAKER OFFER. 

Traded Hra.ljatad &*4U»** SWI9 JIZ. 

riEM ack 0^ a jm aot is (flBF pflbi ta NmMs Mfate* H; 

acaarertw {~| bow 


See Expo ’98 
in Lisbon 



THE GREAT CEUZBBfflON OF “IHE OCEANS, 
A HERFIAGE FOR IHE FUTURE” 

Fjy to Lisbon in the executive luxury of TAP Air Portugal's 
Navigator Class - and enjoy an entry ticket to Expo ’98 as a 
Free bonus. With TAP's Right schedule you am even do it as 
a day trip. See your travel agent or phone 0171-828 0262 
for details and schedules while the offer lasts! 

I^P PORTUGAL earner for EXPals 
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Good cheer 
from W&D 


AFTER a poor year Id 1997 
when Wolverhampton & 
Dudley rather shot itself in the 
foot by making some mis- 
guided investments, the coun- 
try’s biggest regional brewer 
appears to be showing the 
green shoots of recovery. 

Pre-tax profits for the six 
months to March rose a re- 
spectable 8 per cent to 
£203m. Brewing trading prof- 
its jumped almost 47 per cent 
to £5m, thanks to the intro- 
duction of new lagers such as 
Heineken and Fosters in its 
pubs and a tight control on 
costs. Its community pubs axe 
also performing surprisingly 
well in the face of stiff com- 
petition from the major 
branded chains. And sales at 
its retail estate have started to 
move in the right direction 
again with like-for-like 
turnover up 28 percent. Sen- 
sibly it has chosen to cut in- 
vestment in its managed pub 
estate to concentrate on more 
successful brands such as \tor- 
sity and Poacher's Pocket. 

But this recovery could 
turn oat to be short lived. 
W&D admitted as much 
when it warned that the in- 
tense competition in the pub 
market shows no signs of let- 
ting up. lb make manors 
worse the Midlands* the 
group's traditional heartland, 
and the North-east, where is 
also has a strong presence, 
have been particularly badly 
hit by the slump in manufac- 
turing impact caused by the 
strength of the pound. 

W&D is probably better 
placed than many regional 
brewers, with its brands like 
Banks' bitter enjoying a mar- 
ket stronghold in its trading 
areas. Whether the group can 
effectively compete with the 
huge amounts of money the 
nationals are pouring behind 
their leading brands and 
themed pub chains is anoth- 
er question. Perhaps the only 
answer is for the regjonals to 
think about clubbing togeth- 
er to take on the likes of Bass 
and Scottish & Newcastle. 

Parunure Gordon points 
out that much of W&D’s rise 
in earning is due to financial 
engineering rather than real 
organic growth, with the fig- 
ures flattered by a recent 
share buy-back and a delay in 
£lm of marketing and refur- 
bishment spend until the sec- 
ond half of the year. The 
broker forecasts fitfl-year prof- 
its of £45m, putting the shares 
on a prospective PE ratio of 
10. High enough- 


Wolverhampton & Dudley: At a glance 

Maria* vbIuk E309m. share price 506p (-Dp) 


■Half year - 


— . 238 25D 27B 133 140 

Earnings per share (p) 45.6 45.7 43.9 19.6 2Z1 


Wolverhampton & Dudley vs Brewing sector 
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The benefits 
of Celltech 


THE PAST 12 months have 
not been kind to Celltech, one 
of the UK's longest estab- 
lished biotech companies. A 
year ago its shares halved af- 
ter its septic-shock treatment 


failed clinical trials. At the be- 
ginning of this year it lost its 
research and development di- 
rector and then the British 
Biotech affair turned City 
sentiment even further away 
from the sector. 

The result is that Cell- 
tech's shares have been bump- 
ing along at the 300p mark for 
most of the past 12 months. 
Bat yesterday’s results was the 
most positive news output 
from tile company for some 
time and the shares bounced 
6p to 3773p. 

Of its six drugs in clini- 
cal trials, its treatment for 
acute myeloid leukaemia 
has achieved promising re- 
sults in US trials undertak- 
en by American Home 
Products. Celltech now ex- 
pects the its lead drug to be 
filed with US regulators in 
the first half of 1999 if the 
trials go to .plan. 

The figures also look 
promising. First-half profits 
came in £2.5m in the six 
months to March compared 
to losses of £6m in the same 
period last year though this 
year’s numbers were boosted 
by more than £5m from dis- 
posals. Even so, the group has 
£40m of cash and its licens- 
ing income is stronger than 
expected up to £5.7m from 
£2 jtl The company now be- 
lieves it will make a small but 
sustainable profit in 1999- 
2000. 

The biotech sector may 
not be flavour of the month 
in the City but by most yard- 
sticks Celltech shares look 
good value. The company is 
not over-reliant on just one 
or two drugs with six in clin- 
ical trials and two at the pre- 
clinical stage. And it has 
other revenue streams such as 
its patents from which it col- 
lects royalty payments. It may 
lack the explosive potential of 
some rivals but then the 
downside is also more limit- 
ed. Attractive. 


RM in the 
fast stream 


WHAT a difference a new gov- 
ernment makes. Just over a 
year ago RM was a successful 
operator Id what was seen as 
a small and rather dull sector 
of the information technolo- 
gy industry - supplying com- 
puters and educational 
software to schools. Come the 
election, everything changed. 
Gone were the Conservative 
cuts, in came New Labour and 
its love for education. Since 
Tbny Blair walked into No 10, 
RM’s share price has almost 
doubled. 

Labour has already ear- 
marked £10Gm to put more 
computers in primary schools 
and help connect them to the 
Internet. With close to half of 
that market in its grasp, RM 
looks certain to* benefit An- 
other bonus is the lottery-fund- 
ed programme to spend £230m 
on IT training fot teachers. 

With the promise of top 
grades ahead, the market was 
able to lake a benign view of 
wfaal at first looks like a rather 
dismal half-term report card. 
Sales rose by just 3 per cent 
to £505m while pre-tax prof- 
its plunged by almost two 
thirds to £0.6m. But like all 
clever students, RM had a 
good excuse lined up, point- 
ing out that schools delayed 
spending to see if they got any 
of the Government’s grant. 
And since the half year end- 
ed in March, it did not over- 
lap with Labour’s boost to 
school budgets, which kicked 
in from April. 

With its frill offering of soft- 
ware, services and internet 
connections, RM looks ideal- 
ly placed to reap the benefits. 
However, with the shares - up 
273p to 14$7-5p yesterday - 
currently trading on a forward 

PE ratio of 43, the good news 
is afl in the price. 


ITNET five share 
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By Peter Thai Larsen 


FIVE directors of ITNET will 
share a bonanza of more than 
£30m when the information 
technology group comes to the 
market early next month. 

Bridget Blow, tiie chief ex- 
ecutive who led ITNETs man- 
agement in a buyout from food 
and drink group Cadbury 
Schweppes in 1995, holds a 
stake which is expected to be 
worth at least £8ra. Three oth- 
er executive directors will be 
worth £6m each while the 
Roger - Catto, the finance di- 
rector who joined the compa- 
ny in 1996, will pocket about 
£1.7m. 

The flotation will also ben- 


efit most of ITNETs 1,500 
employees, who currently own 
25 percent of the shares. Their 
combined stake is likely to be 
worth at least £30m. 

The company's value has 
risen rapidly since the man- 
agement - buyout, reflecting the 
market's growing demand for 
information technology stocks. 

At the time of the manage- 
ment buyout, Cadbury 
Schweppes sold the business for 
just£325m. When pricing de- 
tails are confirmed in a few 
weeks the company is expect- 
ed to be valued at between 
£L50m and £200m. This in- 
cludes about £30xn of new 
money Which the company will 
use to redeem preference 


shares and strengthen its bal- 
ance sheet. . . 

The company stressed that 
the directors would not be sell- 
ing 'more than 40 per cent of 
their stakes in the placing. Its 
venture capital backers, led by 
3i, are also likely to hold on to 
some of their shares. 

ITNET operates in the fast- 
growing area of IT outsourcing, . 
where it takes over the running 
of computer departments for 
corporations or local councils. 
If is aifin ex panding into busi- 
ness process outsourcing, hav- 
ing recently won contracts to 
handle revenue collection, for 
Hackney and South Bucking- 
hamshire councils. 

Ms Blow said the company 


“has reached the stage in its de- 
velopment where it will bene- 
fit from the advantages of befog 

a listed company”- She said the 

flotation would strengthen the 
company’s balance sheet, al- 
lowing it to Wd for larger con- 
tracts, and also give it the 
firepower to make acquisitions 
in. the future, though she 
stressed .that no deals were 
imminent. 

• ITNET normally concen- 
trates on contracts worth be- 
, tween £ltn and £20m a year, 
which tend to run for between 
. three and five years. The com- 
pany's largest customer is 
Bi rmin gham City Council, 
which accounts for 13 per cent 
of its revenues. 


J_ 

Turnover has grown fro* 
£58.5m in 1995 and £81.7m Jad 
^ while operating profits 
h^ve risen from £4.0m 
£5 9 m. Mr Catto said he e* 
pected the company’s growg 

rate to accelerate as it was freed 

up to pursue more contracts.! 

Analysts at Dresdner KJen^ 
wort Benson, the stockbroker 
which is handling the flotation^ 
believe ITNET could achieve 
revenues of £100m and opeg 
ating profits of £7Jm m 1998} ^ 
Analysts said the company 

was likely to attract a high valf . 

uation- Shares in its closest 
competitors, - outsourcing 
groups FI and Capita, have 
both more than doubled in 
the past year. j 
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Matt ell already owns most of the distribution rights to Polly Pocket 


Bluebird going to Mattell 


By Terry MacaGster 


BLUEBIRD Toys looks poised 
to Ml into US hands after a 
new 116-5p per share offer 
from Mattel which values the 
UK company at £4&5m and 
trumps 8 rival bid from Gni- 
ness Peat Group. 

Mattel's latest offer repre- 
sents a 27 per cent premium to 
Bluebird’s share price the day 
before a hostile bid arrived 
from GPG. the investment 
group chaired by Sir Ron 
Brierle* The Bluebird share 
price rose 2p to U6p yesterday. 


Mattel’s final cash offer 
followed an increased bid from 
GPG of I16p last Thursday 
winch was declared final and 
came without the right to raise 
its offer. 

By the end ofiast week, Mat- 
tel had acceptances represent- 
ing 26.9 percent of Bluebird's 
share capital while GPG holds 
23 per cent Mattel said it ex- 
pected CPG would lapse its of- 
fer “at the earliest possible 
opportunity.’’ 

Mattel recently increased its 
interests in Britain by baying 
the rights to the hoard game 
Scrabble, outside North Amer- 


ica through JW Spear. Mattel 
already owns most of the dis- 
tribution rights on Bluebird’s 
Polly Pocket miniature dolls. 

Bluebird has been ham- 
pered in its attempt to remain 
independent by admitting its 
1997 financial results were 
“deadly disappointing”. Pre-tax 
profits fell from £9.93m to 
£&2lm while turnover dropped 
from £67.7m top £5&6m. 

In the past Bluebird and 
Mattel have not always worked 
so weD together; In May Chris 
Borgia the Bluebird chief ex- 
ecutive, partly blamed US dis- 
tribution where Mattel plays a 


Lad broke 
rivals 
fight bid 


By Andrew Yates 


RIVALS of Ladbroke have 
launched an attack on the 
leisure group's bid to buy the 
Coral betting chain in an at- 
tempt to persuade the Monop- 
olies and Mergers Commission 
to block the deal. 

William Hill, the betting 
chain owned by Nomura and an 
an* competitor of Ladbroke, is 
understood to have lobbied the 
MMC hard to force the com- 
bined group to dispose of bel- 
ting shops or rule out the 
merger entirely. 

Ladbroke presented its own 
case for the acquisition of Coral 
to the MMC yesterday. It is be- 
lieved to have daimed that it vvffl 
noi have a monopoly In the bet- 
ting industry because the market 
is a local one and it has already 
disposed of outlets within a 
quarter of a mile of each other. 

But other betting groups 
maintain that the deal will cre- 
ate a dominant force in the off- 
course betting industry with a 
market share of more than 39 
percent 

Analysts believe that Lad- 
broke is likely to have in make 
more disposals to get the green 
light for the deal. 


Unigate not deterred 
by Hillsdown bid rebuff 


By Terry Maeafister 


DAIRY group Unigate yester- 
day made dear it was still- 
interested in taking over Hills- 
down Holdings despite calling 
off earlier talks with the food- 
to- housebuilding company. 

Unigate shares slumped I7p 
to 668p after it released a for- 
mal statement saying it was 
“continuing to evaluate its 
interest in Hillsdown". 

The move increased specu- 
lation that cash-rich Unlgatc 
was preparing to launch a for- 
mal ElSbo bid. It is aware that 
Northern Foods and Geest are 
seen as potential suitors for 
Hillsdown, whose shares rose 
3.5 p to 189p yesterday. 

Unigate, which had an ear- 
lier proposed cash and equity ' 


offer worth 207p per share re- 
jected by the Hillsdown board 
at the start of the year, said its 
primary interest was in Hills- 
down's food businesses. These 
assets would enable Umgaie to 
“offer significant scope for 
enhancing operating and 
financial performance". 

HiDsdown’s food businesses 
would strengthen Unigate's po- 
sition as a leading supplier of 
branded and own-label products 
to UK food retailers, allow it to 
enhance its Malion fresh food 
business by bringing in poultry, 
and allow expansion in chilled 
prepared foods. Unigaic is also 
interested in HiDsdown's infra- 
structure on the Continent which 
would help its development asa 
supplier lo European retailers. 

Earlier this month Hills- 


down unve&d a three-way plan 
to spin off its dulled foods busi- 
ness and housing arm. fhirview. 
The furniture business wouM 
also be sold, transforming the 
group into a focused grocery 
store and allowing cash to be 
returned to shareholders. 

Analysis say the furniture 
business alone could realise 
more than £25 Om. A similar 
figure could be raised from the 
sale of other businesses. 

Fairvicw. which focuses on 
low- to medium-cost houses in 
the South-east of England, saw 
sales of £1 63.2m last year. 
Chilled foods saw pro-forma 
sales of nearly £430m. 

If Unigate makes a formal 
bid for the whole of Hillsdown 
and wins, some major asset 
sales almost certainly follow. 


Virgin to start 
holiday airline 


RICHARD BRANSON’S low- 
cosi carrier Virgin Express is set 
to expand its UK operations by 
launching a package tour 
airline. 

Reports suggest that the 
Brussels-based Virgin Express 
is preparing to take over the 
small charter carrier Sabre 
Airways and merge it with the 
independently-owned Virgin 
Holidays to launch a new hol- 
iday airline. Virgin Sun. 

Speaking at the start of 
Virgin flights from London 
Slansted to Brussels, Mr Bran- 
son said be expected to moke 
an announcement on the ac- 
quisition “in the next week or 
so." He confirmed recent re- 
ports that he was also seeking 
an operating licence in Ireland 

He denied this meant Vir- 


gin was preparing to move 
out of Belgium, where it is still 
campaigning for a cut in the 
country's high employment 
taxes, but warned that growth 
tn British services might not be 
handled by the Belgian -based 
carrier if tbc lax issue was not 
resolved. 

Meanwhile, Mr Branson 
said Virgin’s new Stnnstcd 
flights would compete with 
British Airways' low-cost air- 
line Go, which is due to launch 
its maiden services from Lon- 
don's third airport on Friday. 

Virgin Express is not com- 
peting directly on any routes 
but is offering fares from 
Slanstcd via Brussels to Rome. 
Milan, Copenhagen, Madrid, 
Barcelona and Nice for around 
£98 return. 


Brewer freezes prices to tempt World Cup drinkers 


By Andrew Yates 


WOLVERHAMPTON & Dud- 
ley, the UK's largest regional 
brewer and pub group, is plan- 
ning to ftese tbc price of hs beer 
throughout the summer in an 
effort to attract customers dur- 
ing the World Cup and step up 


its competition with the national 
pub companies. 

The group hopes lo draw in 
sports fans who would normal- 
ly watch the football at home 
nursing a few cans of beer 
bought bom the supermarket or 
off-licence, David Thompson, 
chief executive, said yesterday: 


“We want to get people out of 
a dark room to watch football 
in our pubs. Where better io 
drink than at a Banks's pub 
where prices are guaranteed." 

A pint of Banks’s bitter and 
Cameron’s, its North-casern 
brew, wiD be held at around £1.40 
a pirn. W&D has embarked cm 


the strategy instead of investing 
heavily promoting its brands. 

“We went out in Warrington 
last week and the only pubs that 
were selling beer were those 
changing one pound for a bottle 
of lager. It makes more sense 
to hold prices rather than 
spend money promoting 


beers,” said Mr Thompson. 

W&D needs all the help it 
can get from the World Cup, It 
admitted yesterday that it had 
suffered a disappointing Easter, 
and trading in the second half 
of its financial year had started 
poorly. 

Investment Column, this page 


Bundesbank chief warns 
on freedom of ECB 


HANS HETMEYER, president of the Bundesbank, earned yesj 
terday that foe success of foe single currency depended on foe 
freedom of foe European Central Bank from political interfer- 
ence. It would also be essential, he warned, for inember gov- 
ernments to stick to foe tough budgjst policies set out m foe stabflfry 
pact Although Mr TTetmeyer said foe appointments to the 
ecutive board of the ECB would enhance its credibility m the fi- 
nantial markets, he expressed disappointment over the row abou t 
its presidency, settled in a last-minute fudge at foe special sum- 
mit earlier this month. . 

“Some of the incidents in Brussels during foe first weekend 
in May may in this context have been a timely warning, and a 
lesson to be learned by all,’' he said, delivering foe Mais Lecture 
at the City University Business School last night More contro- 
versially, MrTietmeyex insisted the ECB should not be awountab^ 
to national parliaments. “Actual independence from foe influence 
of political bodies is essential for foe future credibility of foe Eu- 
ropean Central Bank.’' ; 

And to ensure that monetary policy did not conflict with na- 
tional economic policies, it would be essential for member gerw- 
enunents to stick to strict budget disciplines, he warned. Mi: 
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Bank account ‘a legal right* 


ton* ***** 

b- “ 


BEFU, foe banking union, has called on foe government to make 
access to a basic bank account “a legal right”, in an attempt to tack- 
le foe problem of financial exclusion. In a motion passed at the 
union's annual conference in Liverpool, delegates also demand- 
ed that banks consult on branch closures and that financial instir 
tntions undertake to provide sendees to the entire community. . 

A spokesperson said the union was particularly keen to en- 
sure everyone had access to direct debit facilities, as payment by 
direct debit often means lower per unit prices. He added that foe 
union had been campaigning against financial exclusion — the act 
of denying people access to basic banking services - for some time; 
and welcomed foe government’s recent decision to establish a 
social exclusion unit. 1 
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More Group in £6.6m buy 
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MORE GROUP, the outdoor advertising company at foe eye of 
foe acrimonious bid battle between rival groups Clear Channel 
and Decaux, yesterday expanded by acquiring Tbwn & City, a biD^ 
board operator, for £6.6m. The company, which operates pre- 
mhnn bfllboaids in the Granada, 'fyne Tfees and Central TV regions, 
last year had gross sales of £7.5zn and pretax profits of £0.7m. 

Roger Parry, More’s chief executive, said foe deal would ex- 
pand foe group’s More O’Ferrall billboard operation in the UK 
However, he denied that foe deal was intended to spoil Decaux's 
£475m bid for More, which is currently awaiting clearance by the 
Office of Fair Trading, pointing out that the two companies had- 
been talking since 1995. 
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M&G marketing head leaves 


M&G, foe fund management group, yesterday said its market- 
ing and sales director was leaving the company to pursue his in- 
terests outside foe City. Peter Emms will step down from the board; 
on Jane 30. Mr Emms’ job will be split. William Non, who cur- 
rently heads up M&G’s institutional business, will take over foe 
sales role. Rachel Medffl, currently M&G’s bead of corporate coin* 
municatkms, will take be responsible for advertising and direct 
marketing. Mr Nott will be replaced by John Innes, who joined 
M&G from Fleming Investment Management in June. £ 
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Eastern in card alliance 


EASTERN, Britain's biggest electricity supplier, has signed up 
Bandaycard in a strategic alliance lo attack foe deregulated eih 
ergy market. Customers who sign up with Eastern for electrici^ 
ty and gas will be able to pay their bills monthly by credit card* 
Barclay card has 6.8 million cardholders. Eastern has already} 
entered similar alliances with Cellnet and Ford. 3 


Construction growth slows 
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UK construction industry output has continued to expand in foeil 
fust quarter of 1998, but the rate of growth has slowed since foe- . 
fourth quarter of 1997 with the regional workload - particular'' 
ly in London - down in some areas, according to the latest sura 
veyby the Construction Confederation. The report found that & 
seasonally adjusted balance of 19 per cent of companies report* 
ed higher output during foe first quarter of 1988, down from 3X 
per cent for the fourth quarter of 1997. Despite this apparent stov^ 
down in growth, the levels of tender success and new enquiries! 
were up slightly an the last survey’s balances. t, 
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COMPANY RESULTS 
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h) touches five-year low as forecasts slashed 
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MARKET R FPnDT Mf1, lhe ftirninire group* was 

r v -"' i '- 4 at one time bumping along at 

a five-year low as investors 



DEREK PAIN 


fretted about trading pros- 
pects. 

The shares dosed off 5p at 

82p after touching 80p. Last 
year they were riding at 160p 
and topped 200p in 19%. 

The stock market is worried 
about results for the year just 
ended. Forecasts have been 
pulled bade and stockbroker 
Sutherlands thinks the group 
will produce only £56m. 

Interim profits were dis- 
appointing and a trading state- 
ment in March sent the shares 
tumbling. 

There is talk chairman 
Derek Hunt is under institu- 
tional pressure. A series of in- 
vestment meetings seem to 
have inspired little confidence, 
failing to support the shares. 

Management changes have 
been made but institutions 
may demand a more sweeping 
shake-up. 

The group's market image 
has not been helped by a se- 


ries of profit warnings from re- 
lated businesses. On Ridiy Al- 
lied Carpels added to (he 
gloom. Others, like DFS and 
Carp (might, have highlighted 
the sharp slowdown in con- 
sumer spending. 

Some fear MFI may feci 
obliged to join the trend and 
give a trading update which 
mil not be encouraging. 

As MFI willed its old sta- 
ble mate, the Asda super- 
stores chain, fell 2p to 180Jtp 
as it admitted abortive Lalks 
with Kingfisher. It is Asda's 
third unsuccessful expansion 
attempt; the company is be- 
ginning to look desperate to 
complete a deal. Kingfisher 
rose 5p to 1.072p. 

Blue chips .suffered their 
third reverse in a row. They 
were weighed down by grow- 
ing anxiety about Indonesia 
and fears US interest rates will 
be driven higher this week. At 
one time Footsie was down 
123 3 points; it ended 91.6 
points off at 5,826.2. 

Possibly for the first time. 


the Moscow slock market was 
also cited as a reason for the 
weakness. Panic selling with in- 
vestors fearing a devaluation 
sent values rumbling nearly 12 
per cent. Although still small 
Moscow has attracted signifi- 
cant amounts of foreign cap- 
ital and its slump created 
considerable uncase in some 
investment houses. 

The mid cap index was - 
just - caught up in the gloom, 
ending a six-day winning 
streak with a modest 5 3 fall to 
5,792 J. But the small cap in- 
dex managed to ignore the di- 
mate, pushing ahead 23 to a 
2,751.5 peak. 

Hills down Holdings put 
on 3.5p to lS9p as Unigate, off 
17p at 6 6Sp hovered, con- 
templating a strike. 

Christie International, the 
auctioneer, did aclualty at- 
tract a bid - from Artemis, the 
French group which recently 
snapped up 29 per cent from 
tycoon Joseph Lewis. Artemis 
bid 396p a share, sending 
Christie surging 75p to 387.5p. 


Pearson was the best per- 
forming blue chip, up S 1 Jp to 
1 ,027.5 p, an the acquisition of 
US educational publisher Si- 
mon & Shuster. 

Compass, the contract 
caterer rose, 28p to a LlISp 
peak ahead of figures today. 
As if to overshadow the results 
Rentotril Initial, which has 
admitted casting an eye over 
Compass, rose 9p to 392p. 

Share Spotlight 

share pries, penca 
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Cadbury Schweppes melt- 
ed 2p to 9Q5p after an analysis 
jaunt to its US soft drink op- 
erations. Rolls-Royce was low- 
ered 3p to 187.75p; its US 
investment road show starts 
tomorrow and is said to have 
attracted strong interest. Cob- 
ham, the aerospace and de- 
fence engineer rose 14p to 
l,147p ahead of an investment 
dinner at London’s Claridges, 
hosted by Henderson Crosth- 
waite. 

Halifax and Royal Bank of 

Scotland finned on weekend 
reports of link up talks. Royal 
Bank denied any such discus- 
sions. Halifax ended 15.5p 
higher to 792p; Royal Bank 
14p to985.5p. 

\bdoftme was lowered Sp to 
650p following a 4.45 million 
sale at 530p and Hanson lost 
13p to 357p as house stock- 
broker ABN Amro moved 
from buy to hold. 

Billiton, the resources 
group, is due to meet analysis 
this week. The shares fell 
4.75p to 162p. Friday's huge 


placing, it transpires, was doe 
to Sanlam & Rembrandt, a 
South African group, cutting 
its stake from 15.7 per cent to 
10.9 percent. S&R, which says 
it will retain its remaining 
«i hprffR, is involved in a corpo- 
ratenxttganisaiion, leading ro 
demutu alisa tion and a share 
i feting in Johannesburg. 

Newcomers had a mixed 
reception. Inter- Alliance, a 


visers closed at 365p from a 
325p placing; scientific pub- 
lisher Taylor & Francis, placed 
at 200p, ended at 242Jp but 
Dimension Resources, placed 
at 30p, finish ed at 24p. 

IT shares had another 
storming session. Misys rose 
265p to 3.3 90p and Sage 47_5p 
to l,4572Sp. The £1 bn flotation 
of ComputaCenter is generat- 
ing extra power for the sector. 

International Public Rela- 
tions rose 9-5p to 55p after 
denying it had agreed a Lake 
over bid but admitted it was in 
various sets of talks one of 
which could lead to an offer. 


TAKING STOCK 

H YOUNG, the distributor, 
added 8p to 16225p, a peak, 
following its third takeover 
this month. It is paying np to 
£? tm for Metro Products, 
the company behind the 
StopJock car immobiliser. 

The three acquisitions 
command sales of more than 
{26m. At the halfway stage 
Young lifted sales 30 per cent 
to £38m with profits 

emerging 34 percent higher 
at £L2m. The market expects 
£5_25m this year with £5.65m 
next. 

INSURANCE group 
Ockham, which had intended 
to Dost stockbroker Wise 
Speke, is now planning to sell 
the firm. likely buyer is 
stockbroker Bnewin Dolphin, 
which has an extensive 
private client business, 
although other parties are 
muring to the insurer. 

REVELATION Piccadilly, the 
Ipg gag a and niche retailer, 
rose 0.75p to 6u75p after a 
near fourfold profits increase 
to just over £lmu Around 
0.6m is likely this year. 
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Warning lights are flashing in the 
US: a slowdown is on the way 


PEOPLE & 
BUSINESS 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON A GLOBAL 
BALANCE IN 
GROWTH 
WHICH LOOKS 
UNSUSTAINABLE 


THIS may tom out to be the 
week when the US at long last 
starts to posh up interest rates. 

The Federal Reserve has 
been hoping for some time that 
the US economic boom would 
peter out of its own accord, but 
the most recent figures last 
week suggested that things 
were still running along pretty 
hist. Growth in the first quar- 
ter of the year was running at 
an annual rate of 4 per cent 
despite falling exports to East 
Asia, and unemployment fell 
to 43 per cent in ApriL 

Most market forecasts do 
now suggest a slowdown, but 
were US rate policy to be de- 
termined solely by domestic 
considerations there is little 
doubt that rates would be go- 
ing up. In fact they would 
have gone up long ago. 

The main issue - in reality 
the only issue - has been 
whether the East Asian crisis 
is so serious that the US would 
be unwise to jack up rates just 
at this time. It has been argned 
that even a quarter percentage 
point rise in US rates would 
lead to a further East Asian 
meltdown. 

Eventually, too, the decline 
in demand in East Asia ought 
to slow growth in the US. On 
the other hand it can equally 
be argued that East Asia is 
pretty adept at the meltdown 
game anyway and pre-empting 
a rise in US inflation is a 
more necessary global goaL If 
rates were put up a bit now, 
they could always be cut later 
if and when the foli-off in de- 
mand hits the US economy. 

Anyway, we will see: there 
is the regular two-day Open 
Market Committee meeting 
starting tomorrow, which has 
to make the calL Trying to 
guess which way it will jump 
firom 3,500 miles away is not a 
very sensible procedure ; in 
fact it is not very sensible 
from any distance - not that 
that has stopped the market 
attempting to do so. 

But it is sensible to be pre- 
pared. Think global, rather 
than just US, and have a look 
at the long graph on the left. 
This shows the global output 
gap since 1970, that is the ex- 
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tent to which output figures for 
40 of the main countries 
around the world have di- 
verged from their sustainable 
growth paths. 

Three things stand oat. 
Most obviously, we are now 
very close to global balance, 
though this masks the fact 
that some places (like Japan 
and much of Continental Eu- 
rope) would be'below the line 
with excess supply, while 
others (particularly the US) are 
above it with excess demand. 
Second, the amplitude of the 
waves has gradually dimin- 
ished since the 1970s: the lines, 
still go up and down, but the 
swings seem to be smaller. 
And third, unless something 
utterly remarkable has hap- 
pened, the swings will contin- 
ue, so that at some stage soon 
we will climb above or dip 
below again. 

Even if the world’s mone- 
tary authorities bad perfect 
judgement, which they don’t, 
and the world economy re- 
sponded swiftly and effective- 
ly to changes in policy, which 
it doesn't, the present balance 
is not sustainable. Even if you 
believe that macro-economic 
management has been getting 
better (and falling inflation 
world-wide suggests it is), 
there has to be an element of 
fluke, in that one bit of the 
world which is up should hap- 
pen to be offsetting the rest 
which is mostly down: 

That won’t continue. It 
can’t: at some stage countries 
like Japan have to achieve a re- 


covery or somethin g really 
dreadful will happen, while at 
some stage the US will dip 
back towards its historic level 
of capacity utilisation. The in- 
stability of the US position is 
highlighted in the right hand 
graph, which shows the rela- 
tionship between the growth of 
the US broad money supply, 
M2, and the boom on the 
stock market as measured by 
the S&P 500 share index of 
large companies. 

You don't need to be an ex- 
pert in the intricacies of the US 
monetary aggregates to be 
concerned about this link. One 
of the main reasons that 
money supply has been rising 
rapidly is the growth of money 
market funds, which accounts 
for about one-third of the re- 
cent growth. The Internation- 
al Bank Credit Analyst team, 
which drew attention to this 
link, reckons that there are two 
possible explanations for it. 
One is that the rise in share 
prices has encouraged people 
to take some of their profits 
out of the stock market and 
stuff these into money market 
funds. The other is that the 
surge in wealth associated with 
the bull market has boosted 
the demand for ordinary liquid 
assets and one popular way to 
hold such assets is money 
market funds. 

Actually I don’t think it 
matters terribly why Americans 
are putting money into these 
funds: the fact remains that 
they are building up assets 
which can quickly be conven- 


ed into spending power if they 
so wish. There is a lot of dosh 
sloshing around. The data is 
flashing a warning light, and it 
will coatinue to flash the warn- 
ing light whether or not the 
Fed pushes up rates this week. 

The conclusion that flows 
from this is that one way or an- 
other the US economy is go- 
ing to slow down. It is still 
perfectly possible that US in- 
terest rates will remain on 
hold and the economy will 
slow of its own accord later tins 
year. It is equally possible that 
there is going to be some sort 
of discontinuity, with rates go- 
ing up and that rise stopping 
the economy. But slow it wilL 
That is bound to happen, for 
countries' economies do not 
grow faster than their trend 
growth for ever. 

- So it is not being apoca- 
lyptic to say that at some stage 
in the next 18 months the US 
will move into a phase where 
it grows below trend and 
where unemployment starts 
to rise. It is simply common 
sense to acknowledge that the 
economic cycle still exists, al- 
beit possibly in a more benign 
form. The Fed’s decision 
seems important and of course 
for anyone involved in the 
markets it is. But for the rest 
of us all we need to know is 
that somehow the US econo- 
my has to come off its present 
unsustainable growth path, 
and it is going to be somewhere 
between slightly uncomfortable 
and vety uncomfortable for all 
of us when it does so. 


LORD SIMON of Highbury, minister for trade 
and competitiveness in Europe, was not in- 
‘ volved in the rioting at the weekend outside 
the Arsenal football ground. 

Very keen supporter he may be - taking 
his Highbury title in honour of the dub -but 
he was not one of those fans who celebrated 
their dub’s double cup and league win by dis- 
mantling a London bus. 

How do we know? Because the former BP 
fhaimnan was not even in the country at the 
tkne, unlike Cardinal Hume and George Carey 
who definitely were. 

No, Lord Simon did not even watch the 
Gunners blow apart Newcastle United at 
Wembley. Why? Because he was dealing with 
som ething much more fun: chairing the EU’s 
internal market council meeting in Brussels. 

Not so work-conscious but not a rioter 
either, was Lord Simon's union counterpart, 
Roger “ minimum wage” Lyons, general sec- 
retary of white collar union, MSF. 

He willingly admits toebeering Arsenal on 

Saturday along with his four sons. He was also 
one of the 300,000 faithful who turned out cel- 
ebrate the team's homecoming to Islington 
the next day. 

filled to appear on Sunday’s Money Pro- 
ffomme, Mr Lyons was forced to don suit and 
shirt for the recorded TV interview. He says: 
“I changed into my Arsenal supporters shorts 
and shirt in the BBC car park straight after- 
wards before racing back to North London 
to join the celebrations." 
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Mr Mellon isstOJ an Asian man and is start 
ing to rebuild in the region. ^ 

He claims his only remaining 

hedge fond is up 50 per cent against a imar 

ketdown 50 per cent- This is givragbnnm- 

vestor clout for a vulture fund established in 
Jaouatfto snap up distressed Asian 

“We put $40m into the first tranche but 
expect to put in $500m for the second, be 
Cheerfully. So what is his view or, the 
seemingly doomed Indonesian economy? 

-We have three guys in Indonesia looking 
at opportunilies. Its veay tragic w h at * s ^f 5 P eD ^ 
but we think the situation is at a turning pom t. 
Suharto will not last two weeks. It’s a good tone 
to buy, assets are very cheap," he explains. 

Mellon is nearly as keen on Indonesia as 
be is on running. He completed tbe Paris ■ 
marathon six weeks ago and is already in train- 
ing for his next one in Florence. He has a fam- 
ily tradition to keep up because his running 
mate is his father, who at 69 is sbll able to 
run 26 miles at a little over four hours. 


ONE CAN only think whb foreboding who 
tbe latest recruit to the Bank of England’s 
supervision board supports. Gottfried B ruder 
is the first foreign national appointed to this 
worthy group which in June moves from Old 
Lady to Financial Services Authority control. 

Mr Bruder, whose groundbreaking ap- 
pointment was announced yesterday, was chief 
executive of A1 Ahli Bank in the Middle East 
until recently but one can guess that it is not 
Kuwait that he cheers on the pitch. More omi- 
nous are his past years with Commerzbank 
in Frankfurt and Dusseldorf. 


THE ENTHUSIASM on the streets was met 
with a torrent of activity on the Stock 
Exchange’s junior market, Ofex, where 
shares in Arsenal football dub trade. John 
Jenkins, whose company of the same name 
makes a market in Ofex shares, says six 
shares were bought or sold in three sepa- 
rate transactions. 

• That sounds laughably piffling but it is big 
business ou the sub-AIM market where 
shares slumber for weeks without trade. So 
the bad news is if you want to buy into the 
Gooners it will cost you between £2,700 and 
£2,900, a foil £100 up on Friday. 


MEANWHILE no sporting metaphors.were 
required for another new appointment, this 
time at British American Tobacco, where Bill 
Owens has joined the board. Mr Owens’ prized 
experience comes from his former military ca- 
reer as Colin Powell's deputy chief of staff. 
BAT needs firepower for its titanic struggle 
with government over a smokers compensa- 
tion package. As chairman Martin Broughton, 
quipped: “This really shows it’s war in the US." 


LESS DRAMATIC but significant changes 
are taking place at London Merchant Secu- 
rities, founder shareholder in British Satel- 
lite Broadcasting and owner of the Angel 
Centre in London. 

Lord Rayne has handed over executive 
duties to two joint managing directors, Nick 
Driver and Robert Rayne. Another non-ex- 
ecutive board member seems to have antic- 
ipated changes to the House of Lords by the 
Blair government. His name: Lord Remnant. 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Interest Rates 


Liffe Financial 


Country 

UK 

Auatrala 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

Denmark 

ECU 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

Wand 

Italy 

Japan 

Mataysta 

Mexico 

Nulhertands 

New Zealand 

Norway 

Portugal 

SaucfArabta 

ISKa 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

US 


Staffing 
Spot 1 month 


Dollar 
Spot 1 


2BT16 2£Q7B 

20421 20385 

59865 59884 

23550 23498 

11054 11025 

14735 IA892 

08187 87881 

9736 9702 

23030 28929 

50179 50401 

12583 12583 

11517 

28558 
2*43 
63304 


D-MoriC 
3 month Spat 

06185 
15033 
12569 
36585 
14479 
67B87 
*060 
54048 
59639 
17785 
31405 
77928 
14069 
17588 
13420 
40100 


UK Germany 

Base 725% Dfecotatt 
Fr an c e Lombard 

Menentton 330% Canada 
half Mna 

Discount 600% Discount 
Netherlands - Denmark 
SpAdvance 330% Discount 


US 

250% Prime 
4 50% Discount 
Fed Funds 
850% Spain 
500% 10-dHepo 
Sweden 
400% fcpotfee] 


Japan 

850% Discount 050% 
500% Belgian 
558% Discount 275% 
Central 330% 

425% Swtteertand 

Discount 100% 

435% Lombard 363% 


Bond Yields 



Country 

AustraSa 

Befgbm 

Canada 

eai 

Fiance 

Germany 

Kaiy 

Japan 

fflanda 

Spain 

Sweden 

Sfemd 

UK 

US 


ant it dbg 

488 001 

367 001 

474 000 

428 000 

000 000 
363 00 0 
498 -003 

040 001 

363 -001 

420 -002 

453 -002 

153 001 

695 000 

503 001 


IP cftS 
493 006 

397 002 

520 000 

428 000 

374 000 

39* 000 

457 000 

039 000 

395 -001 

410 ore 

474 -004 

138 001 

750 000 

5* -001 


* g 

605 005 

4Z7 000 

5.* 001 

428 -001 
412 -001 

40 GOO 
459 002 
042 -0 01 
423 000 
436 ore 

48t -005 

196 001 

677 000 
559 000 


5 J?~ -*7- 

644 005 

462 aaz 
533 000 
468 -001 
465 QDO 
435 -G 01 
439 000 

039 -002 
482 000 
472 001 

499 -004 
241 002 

6 » -002 
564 000 


lOyr dig 

673 003 

S« 001 
544 000 

411 -COT 
505 -001 

500 -QOI 
326 -001 

153 J\ro 
504 -001 

SB 001 
527 -003 

3.12 am 

595 -002 

565 -003 


Contract 

LongQt Jun-68 
SYrGC Juvee 
Goman Burf Jay® 
ttafenBond Jut-96 
Japan GortBd Jun-fle 
3 MOi Storing JwvBB 

S ap 9 6 

SMKiEuxnurk Jurv® 
Sap-68 

3Mth Eurcha Jun® 
SapOS 

3 Mth Euojen Juv96 

3 urn gumma SapfB 
JufrflB 

SUthEin Jut-66 


FTSE*0 irvSS 


Futures 

Sotfloroant 

High 

LOW 

E6t floor 
voluroa 

■ Ops 

uffOtwSS. 

t rm 

*778 

*733 

76*2500 

22*23100 

m*5 

*252 

*235 

140700 

384100 

■SWfW 

*65? 

*663 

2560000 

W059600 

TR40 

1*46 

1*25 

200*100 

12*3000 

mi* 

m* 

0302 

432900 

000 

9240 

8251 

9248 

*15500 

1700200 

8258 

8251 

8256 

tJWBOO 

71228200 

9633 

9634 

9632 

366000 

3*44400 

9618 

9&tr 

see 

2005500 

3843000 

9538 

953* 

9517 

3306700 

*25077000 

8570 

8572 

55® 

*87200 

28044300 

8943 




000 

S836 

0637 

8633 

496200 

5538300 

88* 

M.17 

960 

Tntoo 

4992800 

9575 

9576 

9576 

75100 

12S4QD0 

957B 

9578 

9579 

37800 

1754800 

S17B0 

589800 

58W5D 

2362200 

*638600 


Industrial Metals 


LME Worn) 


AkarMnHB *33 C34 -1900 1383 

Aturtofn Afay 1235 WO -17D0 1Z56 

Copper A IBM 1651 -8750 «70 

Lead 531 532 -150 347 

Metal 4775 • 4785 -13000 4830 

Tin 5970 5975 -4500 5600 

Zhc ’ 10*25 «435 -1250 *68 


1334 -1900 1383 064 -« 532750 2125 

WO -ran 1256 1257 -O 9660 640 

1651 -8750 *70 *71 -82 272900 -2750 

532 -150 547 548 -1 *7375 -DO 

4785 -O0D0 4830 4870 -IS 64422 96 

5975 -4500 5600 5900 -SO 5350 -*» 

J435 -1250 060 *70 -11 447225 -075 


Precious Metals 


pm flx/S per i 


pm fix/£ peri 


Coins ($) 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

Meat Mac 582320 


Ptatiun 40500 200 1275 PtaUun 25QOO 200 *75 KrugTancta 30246 -3805 

PaSadun 4172)0 2500 24475 Pafedum 25740 *76 1SL35 Sons . 7024 

Stef 542-034 an Ster 334 -a* 039 Nobles 39405 

GoU 30030 -QBQ -4420 Mapto Leri 31237 -4083 


Agricultural 


Series 

in 

Cafl 

MTV 

d Put fcnpVbl 

J* 

1 Cali 

Put 

a 

Put 

□as 

Can 

Put 

5750 

149 

22 

*8 27 

231 

240 

_ 

2B2 

_ 


5800 

T2S 

22 

213 27 

204 

264 

278 

313 

477 

413 

5850 

103 

22 

9*1 28 

TBS 

294 

253 

340 

„ 


5000 

81 

21 

271 28 

*1 

33ft 

231 

368 

421 

483 


Other Spot Rates 


Money Market Rates 


Bran CrodeQAarTsQ Gas oAfS/tonne) WH Cnxta(S/tairsQ Products<SflonnB) 


Country Staffing 
Argentina 16239 


Brad 19633 

Ctwa *A45 

Czech Ran 52555 

Egypt 55436 

Ghana 37817 

Hungary 34180 

IreSa 65200 

hdoneSa *8826 

Kuwait 0*965 

Mgaria 14185 


Country 

Oman 

Pakistan 

PNUnes 

Petard 

Qatar 


South Korea 

feman 

Thaaand 

Turkey 

UAE 


Sterling 

flfp S? 
71533 
94355 
5506 
691* 
90772 
23449 
54 631 
63559 
4J3471 
SS638 


Owrigftt iweek 1 month 
Sd Oher 8M Oher Bid OHer 
730 395 


"RwsuryBas 730 655 

UBOR 

Demesne Dejx» 725 738 725 731 734 74t 

Eurostaring Dtps 73J 738 731 738 738 744 

agfeto8w*B9i 721 n* 

StafaflCDs 739 734 

EurodoftrCD* 558 

ECU Deposts 4* 42B 


3 months B months 1 year 
Bd OHw ftd OHf ftd Otter 
7* 695 


IPE last* Chg DM PE Ctoes Om W WYM Inst* Chfl SpotCtFNWEur 

JJ 1*35 -005 B777 in *300 400 7S77 ill 1*06 4W1 Gast*w 95 B36Q 

Aug i*fil -00* 7390 41 tsoao -*00 2229 if «7( -021 M*Nto M20O 


738 744 741 747 741 747 

741 747 7** 750 744 750 

722 73* 721 7(4 

744 736 744 736 744 736 

56* 570 

4* 42B 4* 428 


Commodity Indices 


wwwj>loomberg-com/uk 


Source: Bloomberg 


mda* 19703*0 

Agnodturel 1970=7)0 
Energy *83= *0 
bid Metals *77=100 
Livestock *70= *0 
PrecMetate *73**0 


en -oa 

r<M*B 

14200 

*71 -009 

Gwl 

*150 

** -006 

Kiel 01 1395*1 6400 

nan Sxta 


■uSJSpm 

%d»g 

31 Dec 

%chgYTD 

-054 

2026 

-2512 

053 

23123 

-1093 

-t21 

8596 

-3445 

000 

16878 

•13,77 

<L2B 

«t03 

-&G2 

•098 

46354 

•1356 


Cocoa 
LITE Cftorew 
May 93 112500 
JuS8 U410O 
Sep98 WOO 
Vofc 0 

White Sugar* 
L*TE tibw 
AugSB 29900 
Oct 9 B 25850 
DecSC 26130 
Vofc 0 


Coffee 

UFFE SAome . 
May98 220000 
JUBB *5500 
Sep98 *7500 
Vofc 0 

Freight 
UFFE soap 
Msy98 95500 


JW9B 91500 
JuBB 9*00 
Vat: 0 


Barley 

UFFE atoms 
MeySB 7600 
Sep98 7500. 
Nw98 7790 
Vofc 0 

Wheel 
LfFE Stone 
MeySB 7550 
JM98 7700 
Sep96 7800 
Vofc 0 


Potatoes 
LFFE Otanrw. . 
Uay96 *000 
JuBB 14000 * 
MN9B 8000 
Vofc 0 

Coro* 

CBOTCenfcAsN 
MayS3 24150 
JutSB 24750 
Sep98 25500 
Vot 0 


Lga Potatoes 
«* SBSJg 
May® 65600 
Jun® 646.75 
Apr® 64500 
Vofc 0 

Soya Beans* 
CBOT SttMfe 
May® *00 
JJ9B S40 
Aug® 2950 
Vofc 0 


Other Softs wsaopm 

Jun Uve Caftta <C MEJSWOfcfc 6&S JkJ (VM? Mace (SAP) $. *0 mt 
JU Pcric Beffes (CME) SMOfc b 5330 May Rubber (TO*) Y/ 5K kg 9800 

JJ Orange Jmcs(CTN) S/TSh to was) Jut Canon (CTO) SffiOfc b 6690 

May Mfc I CSC) $«* to _ Jul Crude Palm (KLC) S/25 in 2S3600 

JU Oats (C8T) S/5k bsh 12925 Jut SoyaO 4 lCBTj$/60fcfo 

Nov Flax (WCE)S/20tn 308801 May Woolen Yam <TCM) S/500kg 12S500 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


3ft Bur VM 


AIB Goratt Tlvse Led _ 

4 tetdji Loadon SSI 2MR 
T«t om J7» Tm 

Amnhcan Sraagv 35317 270* 000 

AstaFac aw 9*i7 us 

C%h 8SS 957 S79C 

Einpetei Sniegy «338 Wfi 000 

FTSE WO 250 Mat 1023 0730 (69 

Oesod IK nw 2&» S790 37GX 

OeatK CMS 170*6 «O0B 000 

e wanie a uud OioaSi 38070 2Q2S* an 

Genural *230 *B*0 000 

AtonWv ncoma *609 48» JSOt 

PScdcSoasoT 8540 XB1E 000 

UK Boar ** 433 S25X 

UK EautySateojsm m73 na*e accx 

U(Mh *J2 *J7 625X 

UKSdnum MOBS 1*887 000 

UK Smalm Ccn *2* 050 

USMtt 3830 2771 40QX 

AXA Equfcr A La»r LMt 11* Manager 
AXAEqMcyflLnrHee. 


I JmvSpac! 
nfcrtiw** 


«si *as3 am 
3***0 32*0 0*6 


Banian t u w wmm w e httMoi (OOOJF 
Hot hears Me H79 StM 


6aronQsMO*cc 

Ei*jaiaw*iriQnrti 


Tat C Q03 53 
BatanCMMG 9t3i 8713 2* 

BatncMKc X32 7905 20 

Baah&caf OWW VMDO a Of < 

MlAdTAta *800 17030 *21 

BnishRiAnlbM: 10860 1040 *21 

Europe 3E60 63030 IMS 1 

GowaAcs 97060 *3200 206 

OrnWhc 78740 03700 205 . 

OtaAFtredtat 9731 taro ve 

(3lto&Fta«dk«>>cc 23050 25260 576 

Gk±at00p8 *530 **390 02l 

Hgher ktcAcc taQOO *2900 «7 

husrneln: 632*0 672.70 *77 

433*1 32* 3** OOO 

No-Hi America 48460 6050 OOO 

PocdcBocn 26200 37B7D 2*0 . 

UK Qreartnicc BBS40 70700 231 

UKOnwthhc *800 44*60 221 

Barelan Fmtdi Lbrdead 

BdMeedThnci 
taooma Fundi 

Cadi BOBO *080 67IX 

Cam Acc 13*20 9*20 621 

laaoms 80060 B5L9Q 3*6 

heaneaJoar 91*7 97*1 403 

Balanced FwkIi 

500 62130 67130 09 

Earn *220 13000 10SC 

Oanem (S*S0 *5890 U7X 

Prapen* 27&40 236S0 W 

Truatt 33600 3*660 U3 

Growth Fan* UK 

Caplal 20370 223* IS 

nSFKB ram B820 L»X 

ctmuiAcc f* 400 eea* ioa 

anddrCmAcc 8751 9335 156 

Smaller Cos he 7268 77$i 155 1 

Growth Fundi . Orenaas 

Anwnea 27ta»» 26330 OBOX, 

Xmoneanttasinti WHO S3S0 ODD 

tawi Ace 9173 9664 000 

ixmttae 9069 85J* ooo 1 


Kirn hear* he 5U5 SUM 066 ] 

Manivad Means 5a* 5183 848 

Mgd BwtnSMComs 5035 5326 500 

MenaaM GreaOi 6322 565* OSB 

BjukEos GUd bimaawra Ford* 

PO Bo* 1*828 London EIS4UG 
Brotaritaw WOO 731 2443 
Incoma Fundi 

DhUtadon KUO 1*320 463 

EoJiyteonw S430 30720 3SX 

Qtt&FtmmkK 6383 8RDB 6»* 

tntoneeSFMn *200 *550 *62 

h w ffd MW 0320 0670 *sc , 

Growth Foods -UK 

Qwoi a. nc Acc tsam wnm ts I 

Gwin ikk eosTn ansa itsx , 

ukgrmci testa exsa xa 

UtGmttAcc _ 596*0 83660 . 132 

Growth Fumb- Onnm 

Euopaan aowBl 309*0 33740 022 

EuwwiGaiMcs 33860 35650 022 

rwEammaaaai shoo oeoo qtb 

RuEanOwSMcc 17250 183S0 076 

Baring Rand MaaMTS Ltd 

P OBoa SM. IW BBhopagjftsj 

eS^orh*w«4!wf o*aaae am 2 u mt 
Amolcan Qroanh 2*00 22800 000 

AmricmSndOw flOM *200 om 

Easwn WTO S86D .060 

Eaultv l ow 0700 1*590 «00X 

Eocpoan CJmarti 66380 70*70 C60X 

EarcpasnSataB STTSJ 6*90 060 

Qannan Qnwnh 173X7 *320 030 

Okt&Bond XX 8003 5* 

QkBrfaowSi 2S40 23270 OOQ 

hoao* PIUS 3656 5577 080 

.Bean Grow® dS H760 000 

Japsnsmsa acun stfis o*n 

Korn 25S 26* 080 

PortMataC 39000 «** IK 

PortMonc 20090 2*70 iK 

Wsauairaw «R50 mm too 

UK Grew* «en *R*o im 

UCGnwn&kic 0542 0623 220 

CKSIHWOOS *260 0S8O 16W 

Charity Fond • 

OwnwiGaltEi 6656 6848 0* 

*Ma»idi W rw hlan t UWt That I tasgsi ted | 


MecmaAcc 

kBSUCSM’Cce 


mas nm on a i Band 
MBoaftax 
M Orm« 
MOowqi fcre 

Japan SnaiarCcs 

MantSy Om 


55650 55030 

50780 54160 

8 Z39 am 

30680 32720 

*170 *860 

*5*0 *270 

5696 6239 

tna *tm 

5127 5*68 

7558 BQfll 
*tm 17250 
9*90 *129 


UCindax 

IXMBta 


LKflaco«anr 
VKSnWerCm 
IKSBdUana 


1X170 TXUO 2SX ILam . ME4 «F 

mm mm aw T«t oisj* gi«oo. 

US’ 3(1 *220 1XEX Aware II 

220* 22a* 090 Batmeod 4cc 

*840 X7040 D3DX ComeuGwlUta; 


OwDMp OttH KKHJ 

5BU0 8*20 ISO* 


M2300 SWB 159 

tnso m* 2 o am 


QemenQwintax 25070 26390 000 

Qnjwui ftrtteSo 09550 86*20 035 

Oow* PMo MX 9*470 *0500 (US 

tspikoeraa mao i«90 855 

HmtoAcc 13020 0500 6S5 

Hasans tnso M2.* *aox 

WRSSBUSAX *780 *770 *90 

tKOmParSatO 7 cm 79000 3 {MX 

kCOmsPMoAcc 88350 SQ930 35* 

Mama 73270 B4340 30lX 

InccvnoAcc Z35M0 25*00 301 

JspwlOraaiOl 7375 7B49 000 

Japan Grows, acc * 0* 7577 000 

MaMwTrua 8807 9370 117 

IMerThMAoc *3-10 1*00 U7 

IB um b (S*o mcmo tag 

NAmSrCoSflocte: 25730 27MO ODD 

NtanaiCmntdnc 25270 28630 am 

WhA m arSOan 37520 33020 OHO 

NtiAnwftGanAcc *3420 *82m 000 

PaoSeBsas, Bzoo *190 09* 

P i eHLOHAm *300 17M0 05* 

PnmMr Earn** 22900 atom 237 

Satan nor wao OMO to? 

Sn*Csa6Rcvry B6S80 70090 163X 

aWCosSAacAcc 0«J£O 39120 163 

tK&Wymcoma *500 *890 30* 

UK E*sty Otcm* 23580 25100 192 

IKCm* BIBO *130 13) 

IKOnwthACC **20 208.70 U1 

WartJaaiaaow* *mx 40030 030 

WWnflrOWfiAtr 69*80 73800 030 

Nawton Fond N a w gat 1st 
IFratel Squara, eSnbotxh BH3 OSU 

W m na luta ri nst l iin O n aa t oii. uu. al i 
AmarOnrtiAec 7966 6<es am 1 

AnwOlMVitle 769* 8397 om I 

, MOB* *006 M478 TO 

CM ACC Xfl* 7*6* 87BXI 

. OM Inc 9012 sac 678 I 

DMuHr *140 *105 179 . 

; B*m *329 1*30 000 I 

B asSMWMB l X7327 XQ35 £25 

Powmatt, *403 *339 077 . 

»«MACC . 2*20 22361 075Xl 

GKWOi he 20043 2*22 QJ5X 1 

HpnsrlneAec tons e nm 354 . 

nsrwheoma 4673 sro 36* 

HyiTWOBomi 10046 XKBB 703X 

Egg* . _ «B28 *3434 181 X I 

ran uiflmfl i Bind ysbq ^ 44 g I 

WJ Ctailll 5070 5403 QOQX ' 

jfP* 1 2 1U 3403 000 I 

-55? S 3 ! 085 

JMIflSO »ie 30371 32«S 099 , 

0*2 *49) TITO 037 I 

D577 rR71 037 I 
NordMpnlloch Utft Tanu Lxtf i 

Baaap***** 

Ijj PhOan a BiBJ cam BOX 


OpnCpflOnwnh 

OpnC»*»3w(r*c*i: 


Broadcast 24 hours a day > Unique uiultt- screen 
forwat > Business, financial, sport, weather 
and entertainment reports > Latest national and 
international nens > Available on cable and satellite * 
For mare information call 0171 330 7500 > 
wxw.bloom berg.com/uk > BE XM THE KNSH 


H^Rw«n»ACC 
tKom Por&otQ 
herra Pfata Acc 


hconaAcc 
JspwOraM 
Japan Growth fee 
■MUM 
MHMThMAoc 


SlonH*AcC 
Stmdtapa* 

Staadd*heAoc ax ormt 

StanMtart tec SCO znx 

5 swa«t»lr« he *** *630 

tcdyoAec 6360 «T73 

Mnohc 0266 6705 

UKroma SO* S4* 

IKFocua Acc 7555 8030 

UK Grown 295* 30** 

UKOowAAce 50150 eaoso 

HSBC LMc TTrot ManMMac US 
aaostlMwfa.LBadonlc3A.7Qe 


IF YAH KEEP Iff FORM EO 


ABOUT EVERYTHIH6 YOU 

' -U-. . ■ ■ • • ; 


Date! m VSS80 
BMBnFu* HO80 WB*0 

BmOoM *730 to* 

ean*» nnd aUHMqs 5 par cant 
aaQtsrtiosaJ chaps 529 par cm 


BOtK*T If AVE - TO WORRY 


rnnwi Hit 
JS aanAec 

hfcrti Amar Acc 


360* 36530 

3241 3079 


* 4 * m 
HU2 i*4» 
437*7 45820 
20570 2*00 


PcriWotat HU2 

Sw ' 

W ffff tlTL _ 

Enqi tB222 44*40. DaB« OBX 


ABOUT: ART T- NT HR. n a non. 


Unhnd KhuOom Hm. Cm la S*. 
SdAmWMfccSrilSH __ 
EhgW7a7BPL PallnF i»* /IMI5 
AffiwSmaaarCos 3*00 28340 000 

Amsnesn 0*12 *000 000 

Ainartean Acs *650 H20Q 000 

ASM Oowt! 1*050 *840 Qoax 

********* ™ “« 
WhM 07*0 *5660 om 

AMSI ACC 487D0 513*0 000 

CKOalMKflCS K17D UUO 235 

CuQsdWshC 1*040 CBOO 235 

OflflO BMfl n*=x 
EnByAce «85fl0 *83110 U3X 

SSJS 04570 68670 1 43* 

BW&Eq&iAc WHO WTO 235 

AMctKEoElkl 14340 M«* 235 


EquryAee 
Eamrossti 
Eqary haSBa 


0*00 0*06 
UBUO 17B7DO 
9*450 9*530 


l=St— n 

RSdMW 

OK 


233* 

ran ran 
*820 *220 


T E LE V ISION 


NfiArarcan 

PsOEeG—rfh 


9056 asm 

9837 0657 

4955 *059 

3*9* 0*9* 

SOS 5088 
33290 33290 
7322 7322 

356 2656 


OK Dacca) 

usraa 


WoMsHAee 13020 CBS 

Uoydi Basic Unit Tna* Hu—rt Led 
I HwaNaO si Hs—s . 0 — 1 — n 


9334 933* 60S ContSupaGWh 

q odn nzio 057 town 

ras om o» £&*** 

13020 tna O0BX 

HuotmLN FTSEX q** 

mImiii Gaonan Qroan 


QESO JJS20 03? 
*0300 42680 345X 

1T7TB0 125300 345 
Bt30 *290 1« 
«aa 30680 l6S 
ZEW 2S3B mo 


TO* StS Biy VU 

OrntDoaiing 0345 8J5SBC 
CoshlMm *096 01*6 027X 

CasAHsMAcc BT75 C638 G£7 

DbMMonAce *880 **S6 *25 

OsDXutenhe Oi3* C38JB <jsr 

&»*» . Wist 02077 14ZX 

E»*vr rams 11632 C37S 35® 

Ewwr— I *5*00 46736 <U9 

Global anaoi 13297 mag U5 

«d"toecn» H6£« wo? *03 

Ml wowlh 26708 28*13 082 

hd su m cg» ms6 nafie oaax 

■X***™* nsm *330 om 

raapad 5500 5639 128 

umwamc Si£0 532a ns 

MhAmj—n 38394 37663 OKX 

P88h!»»a 7S78 77*9 196 

ftwjsrtac 5068 5295 57® 

an—cos Wei sobb use 

spaed ma 17250 *351 »S4 

Brobarilwn 0600 777 770 
AmorSrvteCoa £00* 21290 000 

g"* _ WOO 14700 061 

OMDfqm H5Q 8628 045X 

q *™*ahv mao swa 000 

Batata 33« 4184 Q40 

Emp—i awltl 33500 4S020 ODD 

fcJP iSTi— rCas nm ,*eo OOQ 

Exnhcane 7256 75S U5X 

mrr ts* aom 

™5™r®?*<*» 3579 3807 029 

4BB73 53050 032 
gcnO Ewn 3893 *248 OOO 

W®**' 83780 64100 040 

"F**** 537S 53» 7J2X 

MDOiMnsecMI 18060 S 

- . 300*0 32280 04SX 

J«—Sr»h*art539 97» *330 OOTX 

*01 OOO 

UaoATOn ca 4908 5*21 OJB 

857S 073 

5?. El g**_ . 5634 (C*i) QQo 

OT80 54870 34® 

™*™*»o**m ssam tsaao an 

=7*5 aa St sx 

l»SCMriOM 2080 aim nen 

S&5S JIL 3JM0 73*50 329 

0*50 «>40 amt 
44*31 47260 arr 


Food 

Amencan Auwdi 
tooc 

Qaponmhmma 

DeurachnaA Rea 

eioornn 

FoancaFimd 

Global Bend 

hwmenlhat 

nsswaftAUpFihd 

Sarouai 

Staring to—m 

OtPan 

U( Emao (oaOBr* 
UK EOuty ncoms 
UK&o-B* 


*765 0*JJ 
6007 ami 

*864 (UP) 
XR47 (IMS 
36(09 (MOI 
on (Mtfi 
aoea [*m 
warn (tui 
*b» (Met) 

*003 rtW) 

*093 [MOI 
7289 (Md> 

1*86 (140) 

0529 (1*3) 

14*57 (UkQ 


Mo-B, m* 5? a*n 

Singer A FrM»der Unft Hxn 

WHO *730 

OoMQomft asm nz.70 

ln*»rtlhtialPkMu 7557 B07B 

U«sno _ 1tS40 12380 

182120 

SP i** ttsjo taaa 

iSSS^ufcumtTV*^ 0 35650 

^?S^g tabu ^ eH,aDH 

QMaUdvraga om 

aXhiAowO^Acc SS 

mm use 

8746 

P .s 

rWl uKotBjKC Itf.dQ *|Cjq 

__ rcorrm mas ibm 

PS8 UKndcTrackng WsS 


ip o' 

lark 


S, ''I 

fS- [ P* 




Kfe-.::-'-- 


. -- U-- 

F-'V,- 








,,r>‘ — . • 




isgro* 




r: - ' ' 




-*r.~ “ ,j 




Hl'oias. . ”* 

‘■7 -■ 

f ‘l ' 'JSc 

SSr 1 - 


— . 


L > : . 


! v " 


: -■ ■■ 








!• 357*7 

life. - •• 




. « - 

: : 


iSS si 

MnMiisrMrmc n— 


j wersnssssst 


^rrsaponshtayMsPOiXh- 
"* “ “» **one*a«9 HW 




*E5 3^ SS tfKW,a ' UEWKess Bloom 


POB-Mm cr&ZS-sSSZ 

11*70 iuji om 
12000 IM am 


«U» *930 20 




HTn_wnr* n_T_i. _ s__ IWOI QQQ 

SHg*!}** 000 ' 

— EC2H 4HR 




Ksy 

(•Mid ■ 

I Ooa«5W»ini>9iecaanBmBwg» w w K« M 
| «mmunaia*ttMibdMM »sa 
cnnqieet 

Ama«MMft(rfM8i6haffoanBffriMk6 
(daMmWpwibivnisaaM ' 










‘If,-.. 

cr *s i:**. 


29/SPORT 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 19 MAY 1998 
29 




thrown on 
horse Mutamam 


Futures market 


By Greg Wood 


ITJS always a fair sign that pun- 
ters are not happy with the lead- 
iog names in the Derby betting 
when a horse is backed for the 
Classic without so much as see- 
ing a starting staff It is little sur- 
prise, then, that at a time when 
three' of the first four horses in 
. flost. bookies' lists are offered 
th a run”, a run of a differ- 
ent sort has started on one of 

-the outsiders, Mutamam, whose 

chance of leaping from relative 
obscurity to immortality in a lit- 
tle under three weeks will be put 

to the lest at Goodwood today. 

Mutamam was freely avail- 
able at 33-1 for the Derby just 
72 hours ago, but is now a 16-1 
chance with two of the leadin'* 
bookmakers and mil be closing 
on single figures if he wins to- 
day's Predominate Stakes with 
sufficient authority. Those who 
have backed him, clearly, are 
taking a stab in the dark, but 


aroetter chance than usual of 


drawing blood, for Mummam’s 
credentials are not, as is often 
the case, based solely on excit- 
ed accounts of his work on the 
gallops. 

That is not to say that Alec 
Stewart has not been convinced 
since fairly on in Mutamam's ju- 
venile career that the colt was 
Ills best Classic prospect for 
some time. There is also solid 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Dahomey 
(Goodwood 2 . 10 ) 

NB: Young josh 
(Goodwood 2.4 0) 

form to back up bis opinion, 
however, in the shape of Mu- 
tamara’s third place to Sarato- 
ga Springs in last year’s Racing 
Post Trophy, when Michael 
Hills, his jockey, was sufficiently 
upset about interference in the 
home straight to lodge an un- 
successful objection to the first 
two home. 

Following the success of 
Saratoga Springs in the Dame 


Stakes last week, that perfor- 
mance looks better stiff. For 
those optimistic souls who pre- 
fer breeding to form, meanwhile, 
there is encouragement in Mu- 
tamam’s pedigree, since he is a 
son of Darsbnan and closely re- 
lated to Stewart’s brilliant per- 
former of a decade ago, Mtoto, 
who has already sired a Derby 
winner himself in Shaamit 

The really fancy prices about 
Mutamam winning at Epsom mi 
6 June have gone, and he may 
be even shorter this morning fol- 
lowing the confirmation yes- 
terday that Dr Fong, among the 
ame-posi favourites until his 
poor run in the Dante Stakes, 
will run in the Prix Jean Prat 
over nine furlongs on 31 May 
rather than the Derby. It will be 
no surprise, though, to see 
Stewart's runner justify very 
short odds this afternoon to con- 
firm that if nothing else, he cer- 
tainly deserves to be in the field 
for next month's Classic. 

The remaining televised 
races from Goodwood should 


provide winners at something 
more of a working person’s 
price, with Adjutant (next best 
2.40) the one to back in the sev- 
en- furlong handicap which pre- 
cedes the Predominate. A hour 
later, NO EXTRAS (nap 3.40) 
can demonstrate yet again that, 
like any sensible racegoer, he is 
particularly fond of Goodwood. 

Very much at the other end 
of most people’s list of favourite 
courses is the Rowley Mile at 
Newmarket, but it may move up 
a few places at least following 
the completion of a new devel- 
opment project, which the 
course unveiled yesterday. 

The “Millennium Grand- 
stand", which will cost £1 6m to 
build, will replace the current 
grandstand, which was built in 
1875. Building work will begin 
after the season ends on the 
Rowley Mile in October, and as 
a result, all Newmarket’s fix- 
tures for 1999, including the 
1,000 and 2,000 Guineas, will be 
staged on the July course. This 
will also mean the Cam- 


k' 


< r ,t 


Stewart: High expectations 

bridgeshire Handicap being run 
over a mOe and quarter rather 
than Ihe traditional nine fur- 
longs, while the Cesarewitch wiD 
be reduced from two and a 
quarter miles to two miles and 
24 yards. 

The development runs some- 
what counter xo much of the ac- 
cepted wisdom in racing, which 
seems to hold that the sport is 
down to its last 5 Op piece. Fea- 
tures of Lbe new stand, which is 
designed to bold up to 10.000 
people, will include a panoram- 
ic restaurant, private boxes and 
the latest in belting technology. 
Cfynics who are sick of watching 
races which dart in a different 
county, however, may still com- 
plain that the only thing left for 
the management to do after- 
wards will be to build a proper 
racecourse outside. 


Derby Stakes (Im 40 
HonChnto Coral «— » » 

SMttay 



M* 

2-1 

2-1* 

2T 

— 

Sites* Btefcs (AP Otertg 

_ 

W 

- 

4-1* 

- 

Hm0fKiBte<AP0BflttflQ 

- 

M* 


W 

51 

51 

Gnsk Dares (MS&ta) 

a— ^."MtelkPgftrinM 

TM 

7-1 

61 

61 

51 


6-1 

7-1 

M 

61 

61 

(MtedtGMaaS 

M 

M 

8-1 

61 

61 

HrottUDukri 

0-1 

12-1 

31 

11-1 

61 


140 

0-1 

14-1 

161 

-M-1 

(AOiwrq 

*1 

■frl 

20-1 

44 

361 

l«ttt raw 6- Quart! 

2S-1 

25-1 

254 

361 

H-1 


_ 

— 

- 

- 

261 


33-1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Anytkaa tf CsdQ 

3 M 

33-1 

— 

381 

— 

Arete (Sresd Bn Suov) 

38-1 

33-1 

33-1 

381 

381 

CM Ml (Breed Bn Sun* 

33-1 

38-1 

- 

381 

381 

FWrer tatasd (Sreed Ski Suood 

38-1 

38-1 

— ' 

381 

351 

Fites Of Low (M Jctaren) 



33-1 

— 

381 

381 

MteterafiltenM) 

38-1 

— 

— 

- 

381 

RM Oread Bn Suoor) 

_ 

33-1 

— 

381 

381 

Sate <H CM) 

2-1 

33-1 

251 

- 

251 

nreGfcreWbragiD 

20-1 

SS-1 

251 

381 

381 

TNrtOfHrertslAMmR) 

334 

33-1 

- 

381 

381 

Top (Stead anSuoor) 

38-1 

38-1 

- 

- 

381 

teMCretett (Sresd Bn Sum) 

33-1 

33-1 

281 

881 

461 


•-atttaon 





attwreroqrererfta otua. ptaore t. Z 3 (Satete 




Fields grow on seventh day Ban and £500 fine imposed on trainer 


THE British Horseracing 
Board yesterday announced 
that Sunday racing has been 
proving a stronger attraction in 
1998. With the first three days 
of this year’s Sunday pro- 
gramme completed the boost to 


prize money and the offer of 
substantial appearance money 
is having a marked effect upon 
competitiveness. An extra 64 
horses have run in thk period 
compared with the same peri- 
od a year ago. 


THE trainer Zoe Green has 
been banned from holding a li- 
cence for three years, it 
emerged yesterday. Green ac- 
tually handed in her licence in 
March but will not be allowed 
to reapply for it until June, 1998. 


Green, 37, had beT 19-year 
training career halted after 
falling foul of rules regarding 
the registration of employees 
and book-keeping at her Haw- 
ick yard and for misleading 
Jockey Club officials. 


The verdict was readied af- 
ter a disciplinary committee 
inquiry last Wednesday, which 
received written submissions 
from the trainer ad her solid- 
tor. Miss Green was also fined 
£500. 


Oaks Stakes (Im 4f) 


Horae {Barrel 

Coral 

INtera Hi 

Lateratae 

Suetey 

W 

Capallaidl(SMad bn Surao) 

74 

MM* 

54* 

IM 

64 

Bate flaaad bin Burned 

10630 

64 

52 

64 

52 

IMrtttUretHCtt* 

61 

51 

51 

7-2 

81 

Mgh And Ld* (B Hfe) . 

161 

81 

61 

61 

81 

Ckwd Crete (CMtBri) 

E-1 

D-1 

©4 

■B-1 

161 

Jfae(HGedQ 

S-1 

261 

tt-1 

261 

261 

ItetagOHnptoCHaacIfFfl 

261 

261 

- 

261 

261 

Sbttfiotab (AP OftreVW) 

144 

261 

tM 

<-1 

161 

tata Da Franca (AFttrWFd 

251 

281 

- 

251 

261 

Laggaa (J DUtiop) 

381 

251 

381 

251 

251 

Trigger HapprGUofnttciB 

261 

381 

251 

251 

251 

MriotedlMRfrJSaBfldfaeiSbtxi} 

381 

- 

461 

- 

251 

Am Rteries (A FtoeW 

381 

381 

- 

- 

381 

Ateomda (M PreacaO) 

— 

381 

381 

381 

381 


■- affianta 
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GOODWOOD 

2M h John Gosden complicates 
matters bp saddling Iceboat! as well 
t^boog Josh. The yard has been 
Sw to hit its stride this season but 
these two can be expected to play 
big parts today after being also-rans 

in weO-oomestedNewmariaet hand- 
icaps on their reappearance nuns. 
Fat Eddery has the mount an Ice- 
band, but Yoang Josh (Gary Hind) 
is not necessarily the second string. 
APACHE RED is handily drawn 
near the inside Tads and could 
prove hard to bold after an en- 
couraging fourth of 22 runners at 
Lingfield (60 last time. This colt 
was unfavourably drawn that day 
and should appreciate this 7£ 

□CO 

3 JO: Mutamam has been cut In 
the Derby betting in recent days 
in anticipation of this seasonal de- 
but. He must take this event in 
style to justify that taD reputation. 
However, Alec Stewart, the colt’s 
trainer, readily concedes that he 
has no high class stablemates to 


HYPERION'S 


TV TIPS 


compare Mutamam with. In view 
of the likely odds it could pay to 
side with the soBd form already 
shown this year by SENSORY. 
Barry Hills’s charge was running 
on at the finish when second to the 
useful Dr Fong at Newmarket and 
seems the value bet. 

□CD 

A40: The talented apprentice Neff 
Pollard rides Law Commission, but 
this near-veteran usually puts his 
best foot forward over distances 
short of this mile. The eight-year- 
old is just coe of several comsewm- 
ners lining up for this prize - 
Conspicuous mid No Ex tras are 
among the others. AUTUMN COV- 
ER has also proved his liking for 
this track and can follow up his 
Brighton victory three weeks ago. 


I Goodwood 3.10 

V 

tea 

s 

T 


66 

46 

Sonaory 

81 

Tt-4 


182 

61 

teto 

161 

161 

MSA 

tt-1 

161 

Utetadtao 

261 

H-1 

j GattiMvaoaiarteodtepkcMl.? | 


Beverley 


3.55 


HYPERION 

2.25 Just Sunday 2J55 Angelina 3.25 Suaf- 
tach 3.55 Donna’s Double 4.25 Forest End- 
ing 4.55 Foxre Lady 


GOING; Good (Good to Fkm h placafl). STALLS: Indd8. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: rtgh tor » 4 7f WOyds. 

• Right-band, gaBoptag course with vary stiff Sf . 

Bt>xsTOfa1mWoflowTignAtJ35.Bewrtey3tstton(fM-Scar- 

borouf* Ine) &n ADMISSION: CUj £tt; TUMrasBa £9 (QAPafifl); 
Saver Rina E3 tQAPs E2J; Course Enclosure £2 (QAPB £160); Pic- 
nic area £2 or £2 par era; pfc« £2 per occupant CAR BARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINBTS {FIVE-YEAR RECORD): P Cola 27-125 
p1B%) J Barry 21 - tffl (03%). D Lodar *35 plA%I Mra J Itera- 
te 17-105 (H 2%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: K FaHon 21-158 (153%), J Carroll 16 
105 (1S3%L J Fortune 0-131 (B9%). If Fenton 12-78 (158%). 
FAVOURITES; 20-570 (377%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TRIE: General Honcfc (425), Winsome 
Georgs, Cultured Ktog (boffi visaed, 35$. 

LCNGOISTAMCE RUNNBISiJlMt Sunday (225) sent 256 mBas. 


HAP FREIGHTWAYS HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £3,750 added 3YO 1m 4f 

00660 FEGALPftTTUARCHpg) JDu*jp97 G Cater 9 

600-58 WBGOUEGEORGE(S)CAHust97 NKarawfr4V 

00WJ0 CtUUREDKINBn JSnqUhOsbounBBOGIhMdSV 

6000 FWrTON(22)UToT*raB9 DBQgtlO 

-- .JUtocfesyia 

HUM* (1)2 

__JFEg*i7 
IWtaUnHI 

-LOmekl 


523M6 LA3T KMGHT (8) MChnTOnSS- 

0O4S CtUMOmMeumiSS 

440 GO POSITIVE (20y*sG teas 61. 
48M4 LASTLAPPSOTTEasiBrtyai. 
50006 USC01EX(12)UWEas)Brby80 


00006 D0WWS DOUBLE (11) E beta 7 « WmTWtotl 

OOOOO DANOHG GREY (11) P Hark 7T) RMuSeo p) 5 B 

000 PRMOPLHjpqU Brittain 7 « SMttoosvS 

-12 ' 


MMnum: W 10b Tam are&to: Qsnebg Gtar W Sb PiMfM ON 6b 

BETTING: 4-1 LsBU^MVKnwrae G«*9A 5-1 Lari KoJght 7-1 CWo- 
Jo, tegai Patriarch, 61 Dtscolta, 10-1 DrnWs DouUa, 14-1 rthara 


4.25 


2.25 


HORSE & HOUND SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 2YO 5f 

- QfSYVS Ms L Stubbs 311 DHrirtWlS 

BOBBIE UThnpttB 66^ i DB^I 

DONAHUE J Bethel 86 


BOM* SUNSET N TWter 8 6. 


GDuBridE 

TW9Rbbs4 

035 GRAWYHELEH(3) UWEutartvBB JRatreefi 

50 JUST SUNDAY (21) WGMUrmrB 6 — A MehoBs (7) 10 

40 P0C0 (t5) M Outran 8 B Altad^S 

5 «SK0«fiUITHMG(t2) JBenyBB Garter? 

40 SWEET AS A NUT (BJCDwyerSfi. F Lynch 6 


HMD « WtNMPEG J WteWQtt 8 8 . 

-10i — ■ 


.QParife2 


2.55 


BErm&a-l Bhfc One BUteft 61 Rte M QrannyHte . 51 Bob- 
Us, 7-1 JDriSdidaK IM 9**et As AKri, 14-1 OUtu M U. IM «fre« 

HANDICAPPERS’ NIGHTMARE HAND- 
ICAPP) £^000 added 3Y0ffffies1m2f 

«SM FL0WB»p1)JDur*ipB7 SS5SI 

53323 AN8SLMACB) A%sAEJriinson84_._ -~XMBn7 

46M PRIDE OF BY HEART (21) I tetfng 9 3 

0002 POOBJJEDfflDLodsBO 

0454 STONE BECK (3) J JatocrtBO- 


NATIONAL RIDING WEEK MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added im 2f 

02206 GYUCRAKG0RJDS(t7)GHakMS497 F lynch 4 0 

OOfrO PORTUGUESE UL » M Sweaty 5 97 — C Lute 16 

0 TRatTUKYRY(T7)C&T«497 JFEQHI7 

-64060 WHO CIEA1T (90) R HcAuhafld 4 97, DftajriinP)! 

0 CHBKMGEEBB3GE(21)Plrinb38'G A Cotm 3 

08-0 HGLDSOFQWGH(29) tBakiiB3812— StMunttS 

6 R3fiffiT0«»«(1^HCad3612 KMmll 

0080 G8BIAL NONCX (31) (BF) B Hartxiy 3 8 "2 

D H udso n 16 B 

0- WGH NOON (229) LCuruni3Sffi OUrHnalB 

45 MLAG(t1)M8kxdB38e- 
PR0HLHl(llSA)H0ed38G. 

50 RED BORDEAUX (17) B Ms 3 8 12 

SBYER SPB3BR »s8 lamysunse C—CBugw » 13 

WRMNG SAWT U TompAini 3 8 C DHKb*10 

ZAKAR A7TB6ong38 E R Pries 14 

M FLIGHT FOR Ff^HX3U (15) FIAipy387JDIId{o«*i17 

|IOUmBOU6EEDiricp3B7. JFortan>12 

GOuUrS 


00 PB«AN FANTASIA (21) JOstop887. 

-IBdserind- 

BETnHO: M Forsri Bsflnft « PnrihA M Rriris, 7-1 HWi Noob, 10-1 
FMdt Ol Onu^t, Had Bortsua; RgM For Ftsuksn. 1 M rihm 


vw- 1 -iHViW. — 

06050 UAKEBaJEVE(16)UPUspWa64. 
00000 BABYSPICEW UQurran7B — 
-7<tacUred- 


_J Carol 2 
_DHui tauJ 
_AHseftqr4 


4 55 ~j RETIRED HANDICAPPERS MAIDEN 


BETTING: 7^PMHrinif.2-i AaspBoa, 7-1 Haw Bn Stow Back M ftidl 
Of 12-1 Mato Britovs, 33-1 Baby Spies 

DAVID SWANNEU. BATH) HANDICAP 

{CLASS C) £7, BOO added Im 100yds 

34030 KALASUWBBE{Sfl(D)CSrti6B8 

41) -00 LW«ZEgJSV»P9IAsJ(«M5--- r -WWn«B 

4000 DURAID (T7J (D) D Sidh 6 8 O „.Clo«a»rfa 

■a# Jit 4uwnr«MTr HCUniBlMkh 


3.25 


mn puhwp (nj w o onwi.p p mu- - - i 

4N-46-1Xn*OFSKHr(t3(D) 8UdWion48e.WRftatobum5 

tsm SUAO»CHMmRH*ahBdB88.-.- 

20IWJ SK*-MAfW«n-(1fl(»G05Br383 ; .-^rt3 

601 CAPDUIft LOGftt? WMW37B 

^mNG:WCriariirataa l M'tt«snrt^ M. M . > ? l ?Sfff ,1M . 

0U(XBi^7^1&^^SICfcA.APuTri,MUoabs 


STAKES (CLASS D)£5,000 added 3YO 
7f 100 yds 

DO ALBBKSfTDN (133) CTtcmtn 00 NfirtonZ 


SIDNEY LAIC TEsatarty 90 

LCharuodtlO 

30 TBUCTHN (36) BVfertxjyBO 

04 ACOANTHB»(17)Jf«MW"B9 — 

; WRyrei7 

DHreteonl 


S Maloney 4 


KRtet 



Wtenttafi 

SABO SONIC MVteiaB 9 JCntefi 


ErnH&H-BftriBUdn1H AcM s rifct, 74 Upnfasri.M Unwfa, 
IM Booty Urn, H tjri. IM 2M rita* 
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Racing results 


BATH 

ZOttl-SIOlBICIWy FWflM: 2-lhe 
flarttxrftorSO-tWtwaJoDthri*^^ 

na 3*/^ dc {D CtappaL Btowtxm wt® 

SflpgW Sm 05tt DF; ss ^ 

THo - Non Runner Ho* HBh 

iaft 1. QUEST** (j Stado wi I a 
im M tar. 8. TWn Umo 33-1: 4- Vho- 
bortugb Lad 9-1 IB ran. I'A. * P 

SSTuunboumy 

H7U £4^ £2.711 DF:WmCSft£®a 
THcast £455638.^ Trio: OVAO. After B Btaw- 

52 iStnvsxkBt 

^Eisa DF: £330 CSft £4fi!L Nft Deep 

Dh ?ao : 1. CHEEK TO CHfflC yvhwal 
2. Shawaano M feK 3- Go 
Uaiw 3-1 6 ran. H4 L.(C Cyz« Henton). 
IMK BSft ” £»a DR E62G CSF: 


I Goodwood 3.40 ^ 

Hon 

C H L S T 

Star Wart 


Corofououa 

1V2 162 51 51 182 

NoBttm 

IM IM IM IM IM 

Aten Cow 

M 7-1 61 74 81 

Ban Orel 

74 81 81 fl-2 81 

CMre Rad 

61 61 61 62 M 

l'l M 


1 








Beta Hater 

nr^nuRTTM 1 

etch eon a qtretarfta oflUi prices T, 2 3 
CCntt HMntft LlabteSSUrtMTlM 


I Goodwood 1 


HYPERION 

2.10 Murghem 

3^0 Autumn Cover 

2.40 Apache Red 

4.10 Jade Chequer 

3.10 Sensory 

4.45 KUMATT (nap) 


3A0\ 


TOTE JACKPOT HANDICAP (CLASS Q 

£ 10,000 added Im 


BBC I 


- Iraida (speapt 1m4f- ouCsda) 


GOING: Good to Fton 

STALLS: SirataW cowsa - stands rids; nxnd course 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Htfi bast tor 71 to ttt 

• Hght-hand coma wdti riwp bands and gndants. 

• Rscacourea IS north of CHcbeatar batwaan A286 and A2BS CNcheoiBr rafvay sta- 
tion (London Victoria) is AS min auey ADMISSION: Rtohmond Endears £17. Gordon 
Endowa£10(oues65sE5LPikic5ictosueE5 (onrBSsCSLCARMRK: E2:freaparic- 

a^LHADtNG TRAIFSRS WITH RUtMERS: P Cola 29 winnars from t3l races (success 
tala 223%), R Hannon 28-298 (84%), J Goadan 21 -117 (TZB%), J Dunlop 2D-1BB (tlB*-). 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: T Qtdm 40 wtanera from 348 rides (success rata «3«), Pat 

Eddary 34-132 J Ra« 32-223 (14%) R Cocfrane «-125 (144%). 

RAVOURTTK: 206 wins from 604 races (339%). 

■JNKBB HRSTTIME: Shear Ftace (MOL 


00500 inwmiMrT , itnp)nr‘T~~~' x ~*1 n ° — — npoM(7}7105 

IB-6 C0KSPlClfflUS(B)(Q(D)(W3jBf*y lfcpWn^LGQ4W899-— NltallUHB ® 

20004 NOGtnuSflNfCQ (KHgBan]GLMcxra885 JO*ofl 96 

04506 ItVEH GOLFBUWYfll) (E^ (He«rte*5i TJItaj^SDn494. 


43360- VOLLEY (23^ (HCCVBu^DOsppSlSSZ- 


PriEdduy u 100 
RMbSTOS 


.AmOfUIII 96 
SSsodwsJ 35 

(BOM CHWARED (USA)(11}(D) And Pflrtws) J Hfc4B1t MHR» 4 100 


13000 LA MOOtSTE (11) P) (Wrag Uhe ) liss 3 KelaBay 5 9 1 . 
05000 flttZB0LRG(Z7) pOS Racrtf flD50lwn4fl13_ 


6000-1 AUTUUN COVER (IS) (CO) (Q A Ainnds) P htadgv B B Tl TtUmtt 95 

OOOOO STAR TALBOT (B) (C)(P} Riadariun&D Atoari} I Eriktog 781). 


.RCBdiiMS at 

14000 BOmHUNira(a)nfoCHrpribq0Ba)MsPDutfiBld481)_J , PltorpB)r(3)1 95 

03500 SHStFACE(9)(0)PUdeVPte)WI*M4B8 JRridlOEOO 

04-302 BBI GUW (10) (D) (Mdad P VMNyn 683 TSpnfc»296 

-131 


9 ini TREHEARNE & NORMAN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
IV 1 £7,000 added 3YO Im 

1 M DAHOMEY (USA) PNpMdlim4CUBh90 PriEddwyS 

2 283 BWOtDBl (16) Antony SpaatronJP 0*90 _T(Ub5 

3 302 MCHIY PLEASB) (USA) (11) 5NkKun AJ Mflktun) E Dirtcp 9 0 JRrid4 

4 IABKJHBU (A AHtasanun) B HanQry 9 0 JStadtl 

5 0- MY PLEDGE (230) (Iks B Sumner) C Hfctpan 9 0 SSandHs2 

6 04505 SANTQtE (15) (Stanritam Skid Frina Lmed) R Irimon 9 0 RHnBhwS 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTWG: M Ewndw, 7-2 HflWj PMawd, M Ebbonsy, M Svdoro, IM Hughm, IM 9y 


SB7: Mfeep Ranger 9 0 T QAn TW (P &*) ten (Q 4 rai 
FORM GUIDE 

DAHOMEY led om 5 ludwigs, but weakened ow If out when 3ri o»4, 14 lengths be- 
htod Krispy Kright to a soft-youid Listed event at Ksmplon last north. This cdt has 
scope and could be up to taking mb lesser prize on todays fas»r Birfaca Evmdar 
made he a dway 3f out, soon e b ratog leader^ and kept on at one paca n the final hr- 
tang to bo 3rd ot X rumar*. 5 tengtha bertnd me wimer FarEq at Newmartai (tn, good). 
Highly Pl ated me ridden la take doaer oraar 2f out; but corid make no further im- 
pnMSion when a 6-tength nm»up to Salfiih a: Ungflakf (71 good) R days ago. Ben 
Hsntuy% debutant Murgbam la a Common (bounds colt, a halHjrdher to two winners 
and out of a wtonhg mam ffctiaid Hmnor* yard has hit farm of la* and a Ug treat 
codd come from Santoro, who was prontoent irrti weatenhg over if out, whan Sth 
of n, 9 lengths baNnd Alyrt* at Wtewk* (%n. good) a tortright bade 

Selection: DAHOACY. 


BETTING: M Star Odist, 11-2 ConqdciJBat, No Ebdra% 8-1 Ben Gnnn, 6-1 Aafcww Caws; CU- 
esRsd.12-1 toley. IM HwriGoIBhs^La Modto. 11-1 Law C ai wri s rion . Mine r fact. 3M 

SB7: (k* 4 9 7 J Reid D080 far (M 8taut4 ten (7) h ran 

FORM GUHJE 

Law commlaalan was nth of ML 9 lengths baNnd Vttxld Premier In a Utark flf handcap 
(BtgoodQawaekagaNoEariaaiialwayscapaCiBafputtlnginApaMrltJlIriBCbal- 
tenga on 0«s track and must be fBarad. At Ketipton a fortrM< ago ha ftdrind 4th of 
1R 5 lengths befod Ifarllun (ini good). VbOey Is an htofB8tlng outekfcL Last Septem- 
ber, on Na final run of the aeeaa\ ha mead on lha tfdawuBd far aide oMhe track whan 
ttih ot 2R H tangftB behhd Jo Mafi at Ascot (7t good to ftm) and M capable of batter 
It fit tor Ms seasonal debut La llodtoto ran only moderately last Dm* out vkwn nth of 
12, 20 lengths baffind Zmfcl at Ltogfleid (fin, AW), h thri same race; Chtoa Rad lad over 
21 out intt over If out, soon weakened, Sth oM2,fltangms behind ZWit Autumn Cow 
ar Iradad leaders, ridden 2f out ted If ouL ran on, to wbi ri Bristol (m good), beat- 
ing Rfcti in Lcm by a abort head, in a fixmamer contact TOs is tougher but Richard 
Qukmb mount has adad rol an V* ctxxsrf pravtoi*y. STAR TALENT Wad to gafei a 
dear nm owr it out had to be switched rijf* and ran on to bo 7tfi ot 17, toss than fiaa- 
tangihB behind Virtual Realty at Bath (m good) raw days ago and coidd bo about to 
regatotho wtming thread to that same iac% OoospIciMus had no extra near the fWrir 
whansthof 17, just over a length behind Wtualftialty at Bath (tn, good) on Ms reap- 
paamnea nn Ban Gum haa shown IMS aaaeon that ha doaa not need a riraight track 

to rixiwMsberilorrn- Ho tld not gel the breaks 'ten making fcao houriwr^ and bok- 
Ing a ttUo unkjdcy when 2nd oM& a neck bef*id rr»4apte urinnor hAghd Of Qnss at Bev- 
erley 10 days ago (Tn, good) Selection: STAR TALBOT. 


[XiOl ANNE FRANCES STEVENS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
1— * IU I £7,000 added 2YD 5f 


2.40 


CHICHESTH? FESTIVAL THEATRE HANDICAP I 
(CLASS C) £10,000 added 3YO 7f 


BBC 


RA7W3S 

2BC RSBAM}(USA}fU)(q<aafihlilohamnBd)JGaBden97 MEddwy710? 

326-21 IOB) GOLF RANKR (117) 9>)(Hevwftekg}TJ1fiu(y*iiB5..S*ndws3 88 
*834 APACHE RS) (KJ)(l*s TP Buns) DBsworfl S3 JMdlOBS 


1 3 CH01OMIE(B)(VtonanCMMriebn)RHmHnB0. 

2 HEAD HONCHO (JCBrdNDBatfrti 80 

3 4 BODFA« THIS ft4) PotfBri S*Jd Lkfl A B 8 — 

4 JADE CHEQDBI(Urik Horten) J Octet 8 9 

-41 


-Jtltoghm* 
— .TOAon 2 

UJNhS 

-WErikiyl 


MH> YOUNG JOSH (3^ (C) p H Amfiege) J Goeden B O.. 


.QMndll SB 


C530 BJtX^ETpl) (Mrs Cadne Parisr) R IMran 8 G RHu0m5 94 

08435 BETTR0NM(D)PQHnda)R Hannon 8 D D»01M9 89 

36552 ADJUTANT (II) pRttxx«B Marian 8 9 JTMMBM5 

0004 AJ1G DANCSt (15) (ThrtaM IMdng FMrtnwriea) M Chwran 9 8 .TOteeM? 

oe- savs? STRAND pi1)(lfissaaanMcWyrriBWs8 8 MHBs4 79 

66020 BOOFAISDETTNCnON (3^ (BodSwIStud Ltd) ABafcy7 12 — A UcCwttiy (3)1 W 

12500 TTTANfH)(C0){J5SKflly)SDow7D PDm|S)2WS 

-lldedarad- 

BETHNO: M Aaadw Red, Ml Icataeid, 5-1 Atfiotwa, IM Sflvar Strand, M Ybong Joah, IM 
toctfcm, 12-1 Britmn. D rikss a t, Hair Golf Rwiqbc 20-1 Aft ttancac titan 
W7: CfiOMfii Coriw 9 7 J Reid M ff» Cha((*+lyeirJ tem (Q 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

kabandwaBnevarneartochalengawhenlHstilrH)78icifi4,l4tongfi«briandthawin- 
net, JOB, on goodrixoft « Naw ma rhat eartar tf* month (71). Apache Bad raced on 
the tar sidrifei a Bf Lingfield hantficap (good) last lima baring 2f out urtl headed writ 
Inak* the fined tortang whan 4th of 2Q 1 length behind the winner, W Magic. YOUNG 
JOSH trade no mpraseton whan down ttw firid, ®tti of 2; 10 lengths behhd Jia at Naa- 
mask* (71 good to eoh) last month. But Gary Hhdb mourt needed that rim and wfl 
atrip a tot fitter tf* afternoon. 8Bwr Strand has not yet rui this season but hais from 
the in-ferm Barry Mb stable and must be feared. BodbrkBetknction b drawn wide but 
ra praaa nt s a shrewd yard and is partnered by atop apprentice Titan started sfcwfy end 
wws always behind, 14th of 1R In the Kempton race won by Dim Ots in AprL V*s prob- 
aayuneufled by the vary testing yoond that day. Sotoctfo n: YOUNG JOSH 


BETTING: 7-4 Jede ChaiyMc 2-1 BoiM Tkam, 94 Cfoto Ifrie. IM Hmd Honcha 
BBT. Dfigence 9 0 T CUm wene lw (P GoW) ten (3 6 ran 
FORM GUDE 

Choto Usde rcfyn»«7t5 a yard getfag In amcnQ the vtnnon reantfy. He started siow- 
ly made steady headway final 2L and ran on to take 3rd piece In a field o* 7, a lenglh 
and a haH behind Thunder Dragon at W indsor (Bt good to firm) ]rat over a week ago. 
Thatmpeara to be sold farm and he can be wrpacted to process ftom that oufing. 
Head Honcho mates a racacorse debut he te a colt out of Prtmo Dcmrte coh and is 
a halt-brother to 2 winnera. BOOFARt TIMES could put eKperiance to good use hare 
ter irseking tfia leadaRi teen along 2f out kept on to be 4(h of 7, 4 lengths behind 
the wetregarded OuBenriand Star at Cheater Pt good) a tortrfQht aga Oueenriand 
Star b thoudtt good enough to ba afinad at Royaf Atmot dado Chequer is a Green 
Desert fly a hatfabter to Ihe prombtog maiden PtervB and Is an obvious danger. 

Salectioiu BODFRA TM2SL 


HIGH WOOD CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS C) £7,750 
added 6T 


4.45 

1 3MK HURRCAME8ntXTEfiJS^{17)(CD) pESangaa) PChapd»H)Bin4B1i 


-JRbUS 


2^|q1 TOTE PREDOMMATE STAKES | 


(CLASS A) £40,000 added 3Y0 1 m : 




BBC 


03082 KUMAOT(U8A)(ie)(P99UaunNMfiSur<)EDistop461l A McCanby (S) 7 

03502- RAIBUNGBEAR(22q(CD)GbsUHQMBkrted5811 D 8 bewwy(3)1 

OOCCD SHARP Wp)(D)pCar*)HHw»n4BJl OmOM3 

46563 TOTHEROtfftlBJpjprisPHeci^PHmaaail JOrin2 

332D- AURfGWY p€8) (J 8 S Kriy) S Don 3 B D TQteA 


33Q5- THANKSGMNQ(t2(Q (Un GCttaraeQD Chgppel 368- 
-7l 


jinn 


8060 um£MDMN(17)(GVM(BMS«bodiBO. 

2T542- MOWBRAY (USA) ^12)(B) (SrGeageMqrid^PCebS 8. 

TO- MUTAMAM (2B8)(Han*nAI A SterortBB- 

2540 PEGNn7(USA)(17)(BH\*Hk)Cattah88- 
C31-6 RABAH (18) (Hamden AUMdcucJJDufcp 88. 

312-2 8SB0RY(1B)(KAbriirii)BI4i8B. 


_JRrid2J12 
.MEddbyanS 
M MM3 107 


-Idschrad- 

BEnwaWI Mu bcwri, 3-1 Swnor* 6-1 Mowbray, im UBb tndbn, 14-1 Pagntz, IM Mwb 
SS7; Grapeahct 8 11 J Rrid 2-1 fav (L Ctranl) ten (6) 8 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

LRUs htefien was a 100-1 shot bMUmavriian soon behind, 15th of IS, evartudyflrtriv 
bg14 lengths behind King Of Mngs h the 2000 Gubieae at Nswmate (*n, good ftp sof^ 
PegnK* was a 200-1 outrider hi Ihe asne race, llth of 1^ 11 tangtha behind King Ot 
Kirtgc. Mowbray rounded oft tast sauor by ti ha)y V&3 the S-T1 fev when bsc- 

end at V, B tangths behind Land A Hand ®San Sro (bt good) MUTAMAM was ham- 
pered and lorcad to switch left wal over If out, when running on to be 3rd of 8,1 length 
behhd Saratoga Springe In the Racing Poet Ttaphy at DoncasMr in Oct (Im, good). That 
farm should seo hsn home today aeBtostthaao rivals. Rabah raprasante e pororfii sta- 
bte and wl improve considerably upen Ns Watt outing - bet Of B, to length* behind O 
Fong at Newmarket (lm2t good to soft). In that contest Sensory was held up In rear 
before makfiig haadww over 2f out nafita a strong ehaSenge in iha foal furtang, to be 
second cf6yhrif a IwTgihbetfnd Dr Fong. Sel ection: MUTAMAM 


BETTMGfc 1 1-4 RanMtagBaec 7-2 lb Ihe Root 4-IKkmA 5-1 TlwnfcsgMM, 11-2 Aialpi&M 
tfieriem SMM, 20-1 Sharp Hri. 

MBTifi ta—Mfc BBII DODoratioe(3)6-5tar(EDwfap)riawi(96rwi 
FORM GLADE 

Mar Chappb^fyam saddes Hunfeane Shria who hefd every chance Otar If out wetfc- 
enad Inside final furiong, v4wn 5Ui ol 6. S bngthe behind Cananha at Hoydock (8t good). 
Komelt would get a confident vote for thb ware It not lor the Ed Dunbp Btabb strug- 
gtng to get Into top gear this season Thb four year ad does hold good tomn creden- 
tbte, hcMrever hta Host nn smr hfin nreriig on wel, 2nd of 8, tome quartern of a length 
. behind Doirita Splendoir at Newmate (B( good). He wl love thk fast grouxl lb The 
Roofled2fout > fceptonanBpu4whan3rdofB4leng!hBbBt*idDoubtoSplendour 
1n the same Newmarket contest. RAWJNG BEAR ctxid be sharp enough on hbsaa- 
sonai raapearance to take thk. A smart perform*: ttfs five-jieamrif ended the test cam- 
paign with a second in a field of 4 nmore, 3 lengths befriid Ftottnadire M FMdcar (7t 
good to fi-rty Sharp Hat w«id be better off wW? many of these in a hentfcap Cxd he 
rinid neverthabss not be underas&ndad end may hue a good season. On Ns latest 
wring he led wtl2fouHyadua»ywa Bl Mnart before finfehfag8lh of 12. 7 lengths be- 
IW Swino at Haytioek pi good to soft) Aurigny was held tfi, effort 2f out never atts 
rhnfiangs, MM of 7.6 lengths behind Land Ol Dreams aDoneeatorpt good to firm) hi 
SeptoniecThankas^vfng was ahwyapramhert. ridden over 2f out, one paco, Sth of 
13. 12 tangths behind Hafinahere at Ascot pL heavy) hi October 

Setaakm: RAifiLWG BEAR 


Conauttar* 7-2: 3. Slock dry 12-L 5 ran. 
5.2. (Q &wwy Newmariat). TWk E2UO; 
£13G £tra OF: Esafl. CST: £638. Mt 
. SaatendRodC 

MISTER JOLSOfp Cochrane) 
9-4; 2. AL Urge 7-4 Mv; X. Chn Chief 4-1 
5 ran. Nc, Tk (R Hodga% Somertoff^ HUM 
£250: £121 EMG Dft £2«L CSF: £604. 

5J»:1.LXMGWICK LAD 7-2 

tov; 2. Uitieeah 8-1; 3. Lachaak 25-1; 4. 
Stock HH Dancer 20-1 17 ran. % me (W 
IlUc LSfTtooum). ■fata: 6430; £l5G £2XX 
£53Q£47DiDF:£2Q5ttCSR£ia64,THcaflt 
£4616Q TMo: £3am Wt Ftty Prince. 
Jackpot Not wn ffod ol £3^8088 carted 
forward to Goodwood today. 
pfncopOC £7100 Quedpot: £44G . 

Piece & £1457. Ptoce & £1330 

SOUTHWELL 

2.15:1. SEA YA MATTE (CTtague) 6-1; 
2. PCafley Goddaa* «-1 ; 3. BBtfeMilS-l; 
4. BeeSteo T>1 16 ran. 4-1 kv Lae Dancer 
(S R Bowring, MmsSekQ.'Ma: EZ80; 


MG £2« £221 EMC DF: E3S5Q CSFi 
GBTB TricasC £70145. Trio: £33890: 

245: "LZDRBA (N ftanedy) 94 jtfar. 
2. CanoHs Mac 12-1; 3. Head GanMoar 
11-a 9 ran. 94 jt far Opportune (rih). Sht- 
fxL W (J Hetfierton, Abfton). TOOK £460: 
EZQQ, £32& EL1GL DR £2*20. CSF: £3240. 
Trier £HBCL 

3.15.1. GOLDEN HADEBi(P McCabe) 
t>-1 : 2. DefiyBt^r 7-2:3. Rhrar Captain KM. 
7 rwu 13-S bv RbW Ol Vision (4thy % a 
(M Ryan. Newmarket). Tote £1070; £850, 
OBG DF: ESaSGCSF: £4254. 

3AS:1.THJ PAST SKfVffcbrrte 25-1: 
2. &TWH7-2; 3. Sakharov 13-Z B ran. 3-1 
favDuvmBMm.ftl'/'.piVMnaHch- 
mondl TWr ES30: £27G £2flG £25a DF: 
Bfii&L CSF: B0UXL 
a.15: 1. EL TANGO (M Wutl) 7-2; 2. 
HMisnairm-T lutilyrminni firm 
3-1 for Leicester Tiger. 2% % (B Uafihan, 
Lomboun). TWa: £S.»; £22Q £l9G S*JtL 
DF: SSSOa CSft £273a Trio: K23SQ 
4A5C l. PALACEGRffif (AMadsy) 64; 


4 Hebiii 7-1; MTtfiDonkl0-l8ran.il 41 
taw Classy Abrima (St* U hd. (M Cherv 
nort, Upper Lamboum). TUk £230; eua 
£350. DF: £38G CSF; £1125 

B.1& 1- SURE TO IMEAM (R Ferham) 
14-1; 4 MustangS-l hr. 3. Dfiaertkivad- 
•MS 4. The Wyandotte Inn B-L 16 ran. 
14-1 Stately Favour. Hd, hd (F PhNps, 
SparehortV TWK E1630-. E3SH £l8a £ZZX 
£4.10. DF: £4650 CSF: £7772. THcast 
£52320 trio: E8Q50 
PfacopOt £27090 Ouadpat £85X1 
Pfaca 6: E28RSO Placa 8: £8606. 

WINDSOR 

4.10: 1. JATO DANCER (Itorth Dwye^ 
20-1; 4 Barit Mo nac o 16-1; 3. Btoe Hop- 
per 25-1 18 ran. 11-4 fav Scatoebury. HO 
TA. g AmokO Trite: £3490: £010 £860 
£1420 DF: £58100 CSF: £28065 THo: Not 
won. After a Stewart* inqtfy: ptachgs uv 
aBara d . 

6.40: 1. DOCTOI SPIN g Raid) *2; 2 . 
MmiIb 33-1 ; 3. Kaamon 6-1 16 ran. 94 to 


Sun ley Sense. Vh, 1 V*. (R Johnson 
Houtfitonl TMk E540; £220 £930 £3X1 
DF: £22500 CSF: £16415 Ufa: £33270 
7.10: 1. OH I SAY (C Carver) 2-1 far. 2. 
Colege Blue 6-1 ; 3. Aerate 25-17 ran. Nc, 
IV*. (M del). Trite: £360; £170 £290 DF: 
£1330. CSF: 

MUSSELBURGH 

525S 1. CHARLIE SRL ^3 Cartel) «-1; 
2. CMKwtafyouiranl B-l: 3. ttetefiaaer 3-1 
tauL 13 ran. */<, hd. g Berry). Trite: £1430; 
£020; £230 £220 DF: £4020 CSF: £0190 
TriaeOtBO 

UBi 1. KDLflY g forftno) 9-4 jttev; 2. 
Pates 33-1 : 3. Young Ben 33-1 11 ran. 
SMJttarPttBcagste Jock (501)2, 2. (ABaF 
by) Trite: £420; C14Q £260 £320 DF; 01360 
CSF: £0733. Trio: £19550 

• Tbe MaUon trainer James Hel- 
beiton had some good and bad luck 
at SonibweD jreaerday. The good 
news cane when the jnrignnlrrl Zor- 


Ira tbe winne r in & three-way photo 
lo the Brat division of the Edinburgh 
Claiming Limited Stakes. Tbe judge 
had called for a print and took 10 min- 
utes to come to his conduaon. Zor- 
ba had short-headed Carrolls Marc 
in the last stride to land a gamble af- 
ter bting backed from 7-2 down to 9- 

4 joint-favourite - but then came the 
bad news. Five claims were submit- 
ted for the winner and Zoit>a left the 
racecourse en route to a new home 
after being claimed for £8jD0D on be- 
half of the Croo Pub Racing Syndi- 
cate from Gloucestershire.'* He was 
game and I thought we had just 
sneaked it,” saidHethenon. “And 
unfortunately be has been claimed. 
It is a pity as he has won three times 
on the all-weather and I felt he was 
good enoigh io win on turf and be 
would have gone on to jump hurdles." 


Dancer 
plan to 
banish 
Spanish 


Hockey 


By BUI Cotwill 
in Utrecht 


BARRY DANCER, the Eng- 
land coach, who is patting to- 
gether his team’s final World 
Cup chaUenge here in Utrecht, 
is only too aware of the prob- 
lems that Spain present in the 
opening match on Thursday. 
“We played well and with con- 
fidence against lesser sides in 
our tournament preparation 
programme but for Spain we 
have to step up another level.” 

Spain have been the big sur- 
prise in the 'hockey world. No 
r uiw had them down as serious 
contenders when tbe Atlanta 
Olympics hegan but not only did 
they beat Germany, the defend- 
ing champions, in thei r opening 
match, they went on to defeat 
Pakistan and Australia. Onfy the 
Dutch penalty corner routine 
stopped them in the final 

Dancer will be hoping that 
ftwmher penalty corner routine 
will bring them down on Thurs- 
day. Since his recall to tbe Eng- 
land squad for the last eight 
games, Galum Giles, England's 
specialist penalty comer strik- 
er, has scored 14 times and 
could be the key to England's 
success in Utrecht- 

After Spain, England, who 
came through their warm-up 
ffrnies without mish ap, have to 
taHrie Batistan, Poland, Australia 
and Malayaa in the pool games. 

Pakistan's dominance of 
world hockey appears to tie in 
the history books but Aus- 
tralia’s case for being at least 
equal to tbe successful German 
and Dutch machines is strong 
and they must start favourites 
for a semi-final place. 

Poland have gone a long way 
since the installation of their 
first artificial pitch in the Poz- 
nan stadium in the early 
Nineties, but they and Malaysia 
should provide maximum 
points for England. 

• Tina Cullen, the England 
striker who fractured her jaw 
last Tuesday against Australia, 
flew into Manchester last night 
Tbe England coach, Maggie 
Souyave, confirmed she will not 
be risked in the World Cup. 


De Bruin aims 
to prove her 
innocence 


Swimming 


THE Irish swimmer MkheBede 
Brain, under investigation for 
allegedly tampering with a drug 
test, has requested a second 
analysis of her urine sample. 

Gunnar Werner, secretary of 
tbe international swimming fed- 
eration, Fma, said that De Bru- 
in’s lawyer sent a fax to the 
governing body over the week- 
end asking for the B sample of 
her test to be examined. 

De Bruin underwent an out- 
of-competition test on 10 Jan- 
uary at her home in Kilkenny. 
Fina said that the A sample 
showed “unequivocal signs of 
adulteration”, as it contained a 
lethal concentration of alcohol 
which could have been used to 
mask the presence of banned 
substances. 

Werner said the backup 
sample will be opened and 
analysed later this week at the 
same IOC-accredited laboratory 
in Barcelona where tbe first 
specimen was tested. 

If the finding is the same as 
the A sample, Fina will refer the 
case to its doping panel for a 
hearing in late June. “If it does 
not confirm the A sample, then 
the case is over with and De 
Bruin is cleared, ” Werner said 

The 28-year-old swimmer 
has denied tampering with her 
test and said any manipulation 
must have taken place after it 
was out of her sight. 

De Bruin has been hound- 
ed by doping allegations since 
she unexpectedly won three 
gold medals at the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics. Her husband and 
coach, the former Dutch discus 
thrower Erik de Bruin, was 
banned for four years after 
testing positive for high levels 
of testosterone. 

Kna said that De Bruin 
could be punished by a four- 
year suspension, or even a life- 
time ban, if found guilty, but she 
has stated her intention to fight 

the allegations all the way to the 

Court of Arbitration for Sport 
in Switzerland if necessary. 
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Day job not enough to test Knight 


The Warwickshire 
opener is in the 
Texaco Trophy squad 
to face South Africa 
on Thursday but, as 
Ian Stafford hears, 
resists being typecast 


IT WAS always going to be a 
slight risk, but one, I felt, worth 
taking. Nip up to Derby to see 
Nick Knight, and have a pleas- 
ant chat with the man either 
over lunch or, if Warwickshire 
were batting, once he had been 
dismissed, hopefully after a 
quick-fire fifty. 

So much for the plan. Knigh t 
was required to open for War- 
wickshire immediately after 
lunch, which meant he spent the 
interval padding up and prepar- 
ing for an innings he knew 
could be important a matter of 
days before the England one- 
day squad to play South Africa 
on Thursday were announced. 

Just under six hours later, at 
a quarter past seven, Knight was 
finally out, 109 runs for the bet- 
ter. As the shadows length- 
ened, and ripples of applause 
sounded out around a Derby 
ground bathed in early evening 
sunlight, Knight lifted his bat 
high in appreciation before 
turning his attention to me. 

1 was about to congratulate 
the man on his best and ex- 
tremely timely knock of the sea- 
son, but he got in first *Tm 
really sony about that" he 
said. “You were dead unlucky 
today. I must admit I kept 
seeing you hanging around the 
boundary when I was at the 
crease, and 1 was thinking: Tm 
keeping thfc man waiting all this 
time.’ I'm sure I saw you appeal 
once for a leg before.” 

Apology, although extraor- 
dinary under the circumstances, 
accepted After all, he had just 
spent a valuable afternoon and 
evening out in the middle, and 
looked every inch the potential 
star batsman he has often 
threatened to be. With a Tfest av- 
erage of 30 in 11 matches, he 
has neither Sailed nor succeed- 
ed, but in the one-day version 
the stats tics utter a resounding 
vote of confidence. 

In 21 internationals Knight 
has averaged SO, and as the 
West Indies will vouch after the 
series just passed, he can be in- 
credibly destructive, especially 
in the crucial first 15 overs, when 
only two fielders are allowed 
outside the circle. 

“Yeah, since the 15 over 
rule has come into the game, it 
makes a huge difference to the 
way I bat as a one-day player as 
opposed to a three or five-day 



Nidc Knight's target for England is to score 40 runs in the first 15 overs of the Texaco Trophy matches against South Africa, even it means taking risks to exploit the rules 


Photograph: Peter jay 


batsmen,” Knight explains. “Tm 
looking' to make 40-odd in 
those 15 overs, and that's per- 
sonally. It means you have to 
take risks in order to exploit the 
rule, but I seemed to have done 
OK at it up to now." 

So OK, in feet, that he is in 
danger, alongside the likes of 
Adam HbAioake, Dougie Brown. 
Matthew Honing eta/, of being 
branded as one of England's spe- 
cialist one-day players, something 
Knight is keen to avoid. 

“People are entitled to say 
I’ve performed better in the 
overs games because the figures 
say I have,” he admits. “But 
there's no way I want to be cat-- 
egorised as a one-day player. Tm 
not sure whether anybody does. 

“I know that I’m good 
enough to be a top Tfest bats- 
man. I’ve scored a century, a 96, 
and a couple of fifties, and al- 
though an average of 30 is 
something to be improved on, 


it's not a disgrace either, es- 
pecially after just 21 Tests.” 

For a while Knight’s place In 
the Thst side looked a certain- 
ty. He batted particularly well 
two winters ago in Zimbabwe, 
finishing the second lest with a 
96 which saw England tie with 
the hosts. Hugely disappointed 
with the outcome of this game, 
Knight went on to New Zealand 
and suffered a poor run of. 
scores- Although a regular in the 
one-day internationals, he has 
not been picked fertile Test side 
since. 

\ I wondered if the near miss 
in Bulawayo affected him. 
“Maybe,” he says, nodding his 
head slowly. "Maybe. I'm still 
disappointed about that when 
I think about what happened. 
It was a game we realty should 
have won. I know I did well, and 
I batted right the .way through 
the innings, but it didn't mean 
anything to me because I was 


desperate for a win. When I 
analysed my innings, 1 felt I 
faced enough balls to have 
steered England home.” 

A bit harsh, I felt, on him- 
self, but it is interesting how 
Knight has been in the Tfest 
match wilderness since. Having 


soon as you can, and the longer 
you are out, the harder it be- 
comes to make a successful re- 
turn," Knight explains. "It’s 
important to take the chance 
when it comes your way, and 
clearly it's been felt in. some 
quarters that I've failed to do 


There’s no way I want to be 
categorised as a one-day player... 
I know that I’m good enough to 
be a top Test batsman’ 


sat out both last summer’s Ash- 
es home series, and the Test 
match part of the West Indies 
tour over last winter, Knight ap- 
preciates how important it is to 
thrust himself bade into the 
reckoning this time. Yet, in 
keeping with his easy nature, he 
is not losing too much sleep. 

“You want to get back as 


this. People go on about my 
technical flaws, although there 
aren't too many batsmen who 
don’t have a technical flaw 
somewhere in their game. I 
work very hard with Phil Neale 
and Graham Gooch and I feel, 
when I'm on top of my game, 
that 1 am comfortable with Tfest 
cricket. , 


“Of course I’m hungry for 
more, much more, but if you 
spend too long thinking about 
your chances of being recalled, 
it can also work against you. Ybu 
begin to place yourself under 
pressure, you grow tense, and it 
becomes counter-productive. If 
you wake up and say: Tve real- 
ty got to make a big score today,’ 
then you’ve immediately placed 
yourself at a disadvantage.” 

Which is why he also does 
not allow himself to worry over 
what his likely competitors to a 
Test opening slot, batsmen like 
Mike Atherton, Darren Madefy 
and Mark Butcher, are up ta “ff 
they’re doing better than me, 
then good luck to them. If I 
think about them, it detracts 
from my own performance. All 
I can do is give myself the best 
chance of selection by scoring 
runs. That’s why a hundred 
like today’s always helps.” He 
pauses, and looks out over the 


outfield. “You have to be totally 
focused, and I just don’t see bow 
you can be if you worry about 
others.” 

Knight’s role in the forth- 
coming one-dry series, always 
guaranteed after his Caribbean 
performances, is enhanced not 
only by his remarkable fielding 
displays at slip, but also by his 
experience of the main-line 
South African bowling attack of 
Allah Donald and Shaun Pol- 
lock, two Warwickshire col- 
leagues. 

“We know each other pret- 
ty well," Knight says. "Tm not 
sure whether the advantages 
cancel each other out, though. 
1 know exactly how they will 
bowl to me, but they’ll know 
how IH cry and bat against 
them. 

•They’re going to make it 
tough, maybe even mote so in 
the Test series. Donald's one of 
the very best bowlers in the 


world, and Pollock's fast emerg- 
ing into that category, too, but 
En gland have no reason not to 
be confident." 

And what of Knight? Is he 
confident that this summer will 
be a productive one? He smiles. - 
T hope so,” he says. Tra in pos- ~ 
session of a place right now for 
the one-day series, and ids up 
to me to play well enough In 
this, and in the County Cham- 
pionship, to force iny way back 
into the Tfest side. I love in- 
ternational cricket and I jpst 
can’t get enough of it Asalways, . 
the chance is there. Tve justgot • 
to make sure i take ft." 

His century the other day. in 
Derby would not have done him a 
any harm, then, in this case,*^y 
even if he felt bad about hold- v 
ing me up. “Maybe you brmg 
me luck,” he suggested, as he • •• 
headed off for a well-earned 
shower. He can speak for him- 
self. 


Newcastle lay waste to Cotton’s apocalypse 





Chris Hewett salutes the rise in 
standards in the Premiership and a 
season of enthralling rugby union 


THE communist credentials of 
Sir John Hall and Nigel Wray 
are rather less than impeccable, 
but Fran Cotton continues to 
pursue them with McCarthyite 
zeal “They are failing England 
in every respect and we would 
be well rid of them," he storms 
in the latest dispatch from his 
witch-sniffer's chamber. Clear- 
ly, he will cot rest until his bite 
noirvs are burned at the stake 
in central Twickenham and 
their private parts brought to 
him on an oval-shaped platter. 

Hall and Wray have cer- 
tainly acted with a degree of 
temerity in reinventing the Eng- 
lish game; to be sure, Bath and 
Leicester may never forgive 
them for gatecrashing what 
used to be a very private party. 
But few of the hundreds of 
thousands of paying customers 
who patronised this season's Al- 
lied Dunbar Premiership are 
able to work out how the Cot- 
ton knickers - all white, pre- 
sumably, with a red rose on each 
cheek - became so unfath- 
omabty twisted. 

What those rank and file 
supporters witnessed between 
the middle of August and the 
middle of May was dub rugby 
of a standard unima ginable a 
mere two years previously. 
Much of the dynamite was. 
planted by Hall's Newcastle 
and Wray's Saracens, but notall 
of it; Richmond brought some- 
thing new to the domestic 
scene, Gloucester enjoyed a 
startlingand thoroughly hereti- 


cal flirtation with Lhe 15-man 
game and if the more traditional 
heavyweights flattered to de- 
ceive, some of that flattery was 
made of top-drawer material. 

■ “The owner-clubs have 
made it clear that internation- 
al and representative rugby are 
total irritants that constitute in- 
terference with their commer- 
cial interests,” insists Fran, his 
famous chin jutting from coast 
to coast “This will cause the 
demise of English rugby.” Oh 
yeah? From where would Steve 
Ravenscroft, George Chuter, 
Danny Grewcock and Ben 
Sturnham emerged, if not from 
Saracens? Would Jcrrmy Wilkin- 
son have matured so rapidly 
outside Newcastle's profound- 
ly professional dressing-room 
culture? Who brought Spencer 
Brown and Dominic Chapman 
to the notice of the England se- 
lectors, if not Richmond? 

Consult experienced Welsh 
internationals like Scott Quin- 
nell and Adrian Davies and they 
wfll tell you the principality is 
awash with front-line players 
desperate for a move across the 
Severn Bridge. Cottonites will 
of course accuse them of being 
in it for the money, but the feet 
of the matter is that after a sin- 
gle season of Premiership rug- 
by, England can now point to a 
high-profile club competition 
that bears comparison with the 
French championship. Rob An- 
drew puts in on a par with the 
Five Nations while Francois 
Pienaar, no less; places it aiQDg- 



Newcastie's unashamedly physical approach secured the Allied Dunbar Premiership tide, 
which they celebrated after their defeat of Harlequins on Sunday . Photograph: All sport 


side Super 12. They should 
know. 

“It has been a privilege to be 
part of something that has set 
die game alight in this country, ” 
said Andrew on Sunday, serene 
in the afterglow of Premiership 
triumph. “The Baths and 
Leicestets, the Harlequins and 
Wasps, have been central to the 
club scene for many years, but 
there isa new wave in English 
rugby now and as a result, we 
arc witnessing an explosion of 
interest. Some of the sights 
these past few weeks have been 
astonishing, way beyond any- 
thing we could have hoped 


Chris Hewett’s Premiership dream teanj: 

15 Chris Catling (Gloucester) 

f Roberto Gran (Saracens) 

*. r l 

• 

Sfmpty the best eounteivattacking full-badc in 

Air absolute bear of a man. Just don’t let him 1 

town. 

hug you. 

V 


2 Ross Nesdale (Newcastle) 

■l 


The very epitome of the unsung hero. 

M Ryan Constable (Saracens) 

Outstanding. 


Bags of pace, plenty of brainpower and no fins- 

3 Paul Wallace (Saracens) . 


13 Allan Bateman (Richmond) 

Pbys by his own rules and gets away with 

■a- 

Majestic Everybody's ■favourite midfield maestro. 

murder. 

,7 

12 Philippe Sella (Saracens) 

• ‘ ■ • 

".»■ 

• A 

No linguist, but one hell of a centre. He’ll be 

4 Doddie Weir (Newcastle) 

■V 

missed. 

The best line-out forward in Europe by two dear* ) 

II Austin Healey (Leicester) 

teet. 

3 

Cheeky chappie or complete wind-up? You’re 

5 Danny Grewcock (Saracens) 


the judge. 

Bi& quick, aggressive. What more do you want? .> 


6 Tony Diprose (Saracens) 

. * 

10 Michael Lynagh (Saracens) 

Out of position here, but class knows 


He had the lot, damn him. Nobody did It 

boundaries. 

■ *i 

better. 

7 Pat Lam (Newcastle) 

’ 3 

9 Agustin Pfchot (Richmond) 

The isotonic islander. A peerless all-round 7 

Under-valued, under-paid but still over here. Just. 

loose. 

■ >i 


8 Dean Ryan (Newcastle) 

- .. "1 
. . - iT 


GEl"'** ** ^ 3 b,t of ^ 


Ifo 


for when the sport went pro.” 

When Andrew steps back 
and considers what he has 
achieved at Kingston Park, he 
will be more astonished still; for 
all (he class and cosmopolitan 
chic of Saracens, it was New- 
castle who defined the Pre- 
miership with their intense 
brand of unashamedly physical 
rugby. They were cast early on 
as the villains of the piece - the 
establishment hated them be- 
cause of Hall’s abrasive setting 
of the market rate, lbe purists 
loathed them for their “route 
one” style and opponents 
feared them for the simple rea- 


son that no one enjoys being 
beaten up. AU of which was 
mere grist to the Geordic milL 
They were even able to take 
a principled stand in marginal- 
ising Tim Stimpsan, the Eng- 
land and Lions full-back who. 
in many eyes, was the highest- 
flying Falcon in the nest. Stirap- 
son's contractual contretemps 
restricted him to 1 1 senior ap- 
pearances, two of them asa re- 
placement, and yesterday's 
confirmation of his move to 
Leicester will not have caused 
a flicker of an eyelid on Tyne- 
side. The siaiiling emergence of 
Stuart Legg as a wing-heeled 


offensive runner is consolation 
enough. 

Newcastle went about their 
business with a single-minded so- 
briety that made a mockery of 
Cotton's marc apocalyptic sus- 
picions; if Andrew, Dean Ryan, 
Steve Bates and the rest of the 
senior Falconry are indeed the 
enemy within, they have pursued 
their seditious ambitions in very 
peculiar fashion. The revanchist 
wing oF the rugby establishment 
will never admit it in public, or 
perhaps to themselves, but the 
new champions have bufli their 
house on the foundations of 
model professionalism. 


There will be a different 
look to them next season; AJan 
Tait, such a ship-steadyin g in- 
fluence in midfield, may soon 
decide to knock it on the head 
- “1 think I've done my bit,” he 
said on Sunday night - and re- 
cent performances suggest that 

Nick Pbpplewell and Waiga Tu- 
igamala are descending the far 
side of the mountain. But then, 
Saracens must also reorganise 
now that Michael Lynagh and 
Philippe Sella have opted for 
pipe and slippers. 

In fact, every Premiership 
side will spend the summer up- 
P ,n S season’s ante; Bath 


and Leicester have alreaify 
committed themselves to buy- 
ing big, as have Sale. (It would' 
be interesting l0 know exaefi- 
ty how Cotton’s increasingly • 
dinosaurian splutterings 
viewed by his local club). The 
new 14-team format is wefl 
over the top - a quality control 
expert would describe 12,‘jjb 
just about workable and iff as ; 
spot on - but with BedfotfL 
, . old rugby tow#; 

back on the boards and West 
Hartlepool consolidating the 
North-east revival, rugby it 

very much on lhe map. 

the map. 
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United to 

dig deep 
for Foe 
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Football 


By Rupert Metcalf 
and Alan Nixon 


; HAVING already broken their 
j_. transfer record in a summer 
| when paying fees for players is 
j likely to be the exception rather 

. ; than the rule, thanks to Jean- 
• Marc Bosnian, Manchester 
! United are in danger of being 
I regarded as a soft touch, 
i After paying £ 10.75m to 

j PSV Eindhoven for the Dutch 
t defender, Jaap Siam, United are 
) becoming involved in another 
0 bidding battle. The French dub, 
, Lens, are asking as much as 
| £8m, according to some re- 
j ports, for their midfielder Marc- 
i Vivien Fo6, who will be part of 
j Cameroon’s World Cup squad, 
j The new French champions 

| have already rejected oneoffer 
j - believed to be £3m - from 
! United for Fbe. Personal terms 
j have already been discussed 
by both the player and the Pre- 
1 miershipclub.butthefeeisfar 
\ from settled. 

; “I have to say at this moment 
! that the two dubs are a long way 
‘ apart” Martin Edwards, Unit- 
^tfretfs chairman, said It is believed 
‘-that Lens may be prepared to 
, sell their man for £5m. 

“We will be speaking to 
. Lens again either tomorrow or 
^Wednesday,’’ another United 
^director, Maurice Watkins, said 
yesterday. The Old Trafford 
dub have warned Lens that they 
j ’wfll not be exploited. 

• United are to ask the Foot- 
* ball Association if the Charity 
. Shield against Arsenal at Wem- 
; bley, scheduled for 9 August, 

| can be brought forward- They 
‘ . are due to play a qualifier for 
.next reason's., Champions’ 
" League just three days later. 

Howard Kendall, the Ever- 
son manager, was summoned 
"from his holiday by the Good- 
' Son Park club’s chairman, Pe- 
, ter Johnson, yesterday for talks 
^ about his future. 
j a " Kendall’s job is by no means 
* ^secure, after a season in which 
‘jus team only just escaped rel- 
egation, to the Nationwide 
; League. He has had to sacrifice 


his holiday in Magaluf, Spain, 
to attend these talks. A decision 
on his future is likely today or 
tomorrow. 

Kendall is keen on Bolton’s 
Alan Tlwmpson and Rangers' 
Alex Cl eland as he plans for 
next season - but his list of 
transfer targets may not be 
enough to save his job. 

Martin O’Neill, unsettled at 
Leicester City, would become a 
favourite for the Everlon job if 
Kendall goes - although the for- 
mer Northern Ireland interna- 
tional has also been linked with 
Celtic, and be may consider a 
Champions' League campai gn 
a more attractive proposition 
than the task of satisfying ex- 
pectations at Goodison. 

The Nottingham Forest 
manager, Dave Bassett, who has 
been linked with the vacancy at 
Sheffield Wednesday, is likely to 
be offered an improved contract 
by the First Divirion champions 
in an attempt lo keep him at the 
City Ground 

Wednesday’s position is that 
a new manager is unlikely to be 
appointed for at least a week. 
“The chairman [Dave Richards, 

‘ who is abroad on business] and 
the board know where they are 
going and.thcy will make a de- 
rision when they are ready," the 
club's secretary. Graham Mack- 
rell, said yesterday. 

Charlton’s Welsh interna- 
tional winger, John Robinson, 
is close to agreeing a £lJ>m 
move to Nottingham Forest - 
which is expected to go through 
even if Athletic are promoted 
to the Premiership after Mon- 
day s First Division play-off 
final against Sunderland. 

Robinson is in the Wales 
squad for the friendlies in Mal- 
ta on 3, June and Tunisia on 6 
June - as is Wolves' 17-year-old 
defender Ryan Green, who will 
become the youngest player to 
be capped by Wales (beating 
Ryan Giggs,’ record) if picked. 

Green has not yet made his 
first-team debut for Wolves. 
The squad also includes Man- 
chester City’s Zambian-born 
midfielder Jim Whitley, whose 
brother Jeff plays for Northern 
Ireland. 



Faldo, in reflective mood, claims: ‘I’m not looking for something new. I'm just looking for something to remind me of what I was doing in the past* 


Photograph: Allsport 


Just what is the matter with Nick Faldo? 


ST AUGUSTINE is claimed to 
be the oldest settlement in 
America, which must make it 
one of the few places in the 
counuy to be on a par, age wise, 
with the Old Course at St An- 
drews. Last weekend saw the 
opening of the new World Golf 
Village near the town. “St An- 
drews will always be the home 
of golf,” said Michael Bonallack, 
secretary of the Royal and An- 
cient, “but these days everyone 
has a second home, especially 
here in Florida." 

The centrepiece of the Vil- 
lage, a $350m f£216m) devel- 
opment which wiO indude six 
golf courses, shops and a hotel, 
is the Wbrld Golf Hall of Rune. 
Yesterday, in the highlight of the 

E ' g festivities, saw the in- 
r of Johnny Miller and 
Nick Faldo, along with 71 mem- 
bers of the old Hall of Fame in 
Pinehurst and the LPGA Hall 
of Fame. 

Faldo's six major champi- 
onships - three Opens and 
three US Masters - put him 
1 1th in the all-time list, one be- 
hind this country’s other great 


player from another age, Har- 
ry Vardon. Faldo was elected to 
the Hall of Fame last year in an 
international ballot along with 
Seve Ballesteros, whose induc- 
tion has been postponed until 
next March. 

At the top of the spire of the 
Hail of Fame building, which in- 
cludes exhibitions on the history 
of the game complete with a 
replica of the bridge over the 
Swilcan Bum, is the “Sanctu- 
ary”. From a spiral chandelier 
dangle 162 18-inch long prisms, 
73 of which now contain the im- 
ages of the inducted members. 

A time for reflection, then. 
Whether Faldo's mastery fa all . 
in the past or will return in the 
futureis open for debate. What 
fa not in doubt fa that it fa not 
in the present 

Faldo has only recorded one 
top 10 finish this season and has 
plunged out of the top 20 in the 
world rankings. His thesis that 
his form was dose to his 1990 
zenith was blown apart when he 
missed a putt from 18 indies on 
the last hole at Augusta to miss 
the cut in the Masters for the 


Andy Farrell assesses the barriers to 
Nick Faldo's drive to reclaim past glories 


second year running, and the 
third time in five majors. 

The following week, at the 
MO Classic, he warned anyone 
fancying the role of obituarist 
not to “waste your ink”. He 
added the prediction that the 
US Open, to be played next 
month at the Olympic dub in 
San Francisco, would be won by 
a 40-year-old. But in the final 
round, Faldo shot an 83 and 
trailed in 34 strokes behind 
the winner, Davis Love. 

In bis only appearance since, 
in the inaugural Macau Open, 
Faldo putted for the last six 
holes of the event with a nine- 
iron. “All slumps are the same- 
a slump is a slump, you just keep 
working on it," Faldo said. “Pm 
not looking for something new. 
I'm just looking for something 
to remind me of what 1 was do- 
ing in the past.” 

He also suggested it was 
nice to be in Aria and away from 
the British Press who have 


chronicled his career for 20 
years. This week he is absent 
from the Volvo PGA Champi- 
onship, one of his favourite 
events. He has won the title a 
record four times and has often 
said since his last victory in 1989 
bow much be would tike to win 
a fifth time. Instead, he com- 
petes at the Colonial tourna- 
ment on the US Ibur which has 
been his true borne for the last 
four years. 

Fhldowill keep working with 
his coach, David Leadbetter. but 
inevitably rumours about his de- 
cline have started circulating. 
One suggests that Leadbetter 
has told Faldo to play practice 
rounds from forward tees to 
help rediscover the art of low 
scoring. 

Fundamentally, putting fa at 
the root of Faldo’s slump. He 
always used to hole those par 
putts. Now he doesn't. “Every- 
one misses more than they 
used to," said Colin Mont- 


gomerie last week. Nick Price, 
a fellow Leadbetter student, 
adds: “I think his putting has 
just gone awiy. He putted so 
well for such a long time and 
now he isn't and it has seeped 
through his game. I have been 
through the same thing myself 
and you can feel your whole 
game crumbling.” 

A less effective short game 
has put pressure on Faldo's long 
game, which is already struggling 
to keep up with the younger 
generation of big hitters. 

Faldo’s strategic game plan, 
based around par being a good 
score, fa rapidly becoming ob- 
solete as tournaments, at least 
outside the majors, resemble 
birdiefests. 

“These young guys are now 
overpowering courses,” said 
Price, who has alerted theR&A 
of his concerns about modem 
equipment “The big-headed 
drivers have changed the game 
for players like Nick and myself 
Td have them outlawed. Fra not 
saying the young guys are not 
any good, but some of those 
who were mediocre off the tee 


have become effective drivers." 

Faldo Has managed to regain 
some distance by turning to the 
Tight Lie fairway wood, and he 
liked the implement so much he 
has ditched Mizuno and signed 
a lifetime sponsorship with 
Adams Golf and win help to de- 
sign a driver and set of irons. 
“We’re both gamhling a little 
bit," said Barney Adams, “but 
we are soulmates. We are both 
perfectionists.” 

The Internet has proved no 
sanctuary for Faldo. A visitor to 
a message board on the 
CNN/Sports Illustrated web 
site suggested Faldo retired im- 
mediately. The overwhelming 
response was that he should not 
"Who would I root against?" 
said one reply. 

Another voiced an opinion 
which wfll find many in agree- 
ment: “There is nothing wrong 
with Nick Faldo that a little 
more relaxation and a little 
less persona] intensity and 
analysis cannot cure. Relax, 
improvise and enjoy the game 
and the form will always come 
back.” 


Wells swells with pride at his perfect pitch 


Baseball 


By Andrew Marshall 
In Washington 


.•..•.J 


. - . . .IT WAS already a good season 
.4 r for the New York Yankees. But 
3* i things got even better on Sun- 
j when David Wells, their left- 

- ] handedpitcher, threw a perfect 
■ : . i game against the Minnesota 
• . i Twins in front of 50,000 fans at 
[ the Yankee Stadium. He 
: -j: pitched to 27 batters, and got 27 

ja ‘.i outs: no errors, no hits and no 
• ■■ v Walks,. an umnarred record. 

' . -F' ; It was only the 15th perfect 

t game ever, and the second in 
I the Yankees’ history. Their first 
' 1 was by Don Larsen in October 
1956. -over the Brooklyn 
■* ; Dodgers in the World Series: 


Cricket scoreboard 


l 


I First-class matches 
; Rod day ohm* 1 130 today 

i Cam brides Univ v Durham 

aWhfra ay.wtttiy *■ 

ltJ **lng. 1 i*!Durtinin 


! DURHAM -Rftttnnfrns 
1 S Hutton o Pypnom b Skrffcl 

M A aomh runout — 

If A Pratt cCdra b LcmxWob 


Weils and Larsen attended the 
same San Diego high school, 
albeit 35 years apart. 

Vfeils, who fa about to turn 35, 
fa hardly a model athlete. Podgy, 
with a penchant for beer and a 
habit of getting into trouble - 
who docs that remind people of? 
- he had been warned about his 
weight only last week. Virtually 
the first thing he did on joining 
the Yankees last year was to 
break his band in a street fight 

The tension buOt as Wells 
moved into the seventh inning, 
with his team -mates reluctant to 
speak to him as the strikes 
mounted. Wells, rarely at a loss 
for words, seemed stunned by 
the achievement. But when he 
went back to the locker-room, 
there were three magnums of 


Mb T-7t 337. 4-a* S-W* 7-2® 
Did w* btt E S H GkJdns. T A Sfcnlon 
Boring: Garland 

2B4J; FwpjE&n W2082-3: Byra 3&9-10M. 
UgMoat T7-6461 

OXFORD UMVERSnY-FSrrttwilngs 

D A Lockhart tat b Munton -jj 

JAM MoSns nM oat — — “ 

NOPvMrctout « 

j* 


t«J 

..„_l 123 

b LCMtfttgB -J 


■ N 




^ « 

—..B 
_.1S 
370 


'total (tot 1 , Iff awata) ; 

Ml: 1-15 

ThlMfcBWBvmMAGFtfCRCg RIJgM- 
to<XJT PertoK C R C Psrtwr. tJ P B Baras. 

R Gsrtsnd, S H Fsrowon _ ... 

IAjTOI 7-661 i Obdhs M-'fiMJ; SnoMi 


j'fW>2OT8««S4&L 


iSMrikv Limb T5641-0; Scftaftwr 868241: 




UNJVERSTTY - FW Jnrtnjpi i 


G 


arerBasr" 

? ■ LuwrMBe 

■wLewtamxait] 


1 


21 


(tori 12 own*)—. — 

i, Wj HousaP AfidtaHMC 
„ j Plow B j CoMnft 
,'Srowrt. . Kfcan 4-0-U-O: 


... BnkJaratcns and H 0 Bird 

.Oxford Univ vJWarvrickslure 
tfthninafinfr 

WarailcftsMra 

iworMasa • 

E.-Ffctf Unities 

ion . . — — —22 
I ~~3B 

ftHenp'c'FWusniuByfl* 1 


UnjphBK N T P1WBB and N Coartsy 

gSS 

{JSSaWMS 225 1* & 
brflm «**■»- 

Starting today 

2.0Unfe5Bttt80 


champagne waiting far him, and 
the celebrations started. “Right 
now, Tm the happiest man on 
earth," he said later. “He won’t 
forget it,” said Larsen, who 
called Wells to congratulate 
him. ‘‘He’ll think about it every 
day of his life, like I do." 

The game, which the Yan- 
kees won 4-0, was just the lat- 
est episode in a hot season for 
the Yankees, who are the 
strongest team by far in the 
American League East, and by 
extension the League as a 
whole. Ironically, after a weak 
start to the season, Joe Ibrre, 
the Yankees' manager, looked 
as if he might lose his job. No 
chance of that now, and Wells 
might find Torre a little more 
tolerant of his peccadilloes. 


Sporting Digest 


Athletics 

Russian O^KuasrkQwalrtprouBdher 
own womens hammer world record 
to 73B0 metres in TogSattJ, Russia, on 


Edo holds off Bartoli’s charge 


Cycling 


ANGEL EDO sprinted to vic- 
tory in the second stage of the 
Giro d’ltalia yesterday but 
Switzerland's Alex Zulle re- 
mained the race leader. 

With several of his major 
rivals out of contention, the 
Spaniard held off Sunday’s win- 
ner, Mariano Piccoli, and an- 
other Italian, Nicola Loda, who 
was third at the end of the 
160km (99-2 miles) from Alba. 

As Edo led the- main charge 
to the finish, Michele Barton, 
who is second overall, switched 
to the other side of the road and 
attempted a solo break for the 
line; but be could not make the 
pace. Although the Italian has 
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clawed his way to within 10 sec- 
onds of the overall lead, he 
missed the chance to put further 
pressure on ZQlle, a reluctant 
leader in the Gist week of a gru- 
elling three-week tour, by fail- 
ing to finish among the first 
three riders home, who pick up 
time bonuses. 

Bartoli dipped two seconds 
off his overall deficit with third 
place at an intermediate sprint, 
but his bid for the 12sec winner’s 
bonus, when he attacked on the 
Capo Berta climb 5km from the 
finish , was crushed. 

Today’s third stage has an 
early dimb, followed by flat rid- 
ing over the 196km (121.5 
miles) from Rapallo to Forte 
Dei Marini along Italy’s west- 
ern coastline. 


the Dutch champions Alax. PSG wi 
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Korda cruises past Bjorkman in round-robin 
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Today’s fixtures 


Football 

TOULON INTERNATlOttAl. tJNDER-21 
TOUTtNAMCNT Granp ft Bariiu China pra 
W Stadsde Vem*;Sb>foiny, CaerraTyi 


Basketball 

tffilAPLAVOFFS Semi-finals: (Sorics bMt- 
ot«v«) EaatDm Contorew*: CHcogo 85 
knSfifta 78 (CMcago toad sotios T-fl). 

Cricket 

TOUR MATCH (Colombo, first day of 
final: New Zealand Z» |A C Parare6ffl; Sri 
Uf*» BoarfPreaktenrtXIBOfer 1 

Cycling 

OHO DTTAL1A; Sens 2 (ABm to hnporta 
iGOfenjal: i A Edo (Sp) 3tn SMn 23 mg 2 
u ncool (H; 3 N UidB Pn 4 m Bartoe 0d; 5 
G Rtcrini (It); 6 V Bel (SJ; 7 F EaJdao (B; B 
G Ussa^ (lt>; 9 D RebeHn (ffl; lOGIfaQ- 
(usson (Smh; 11 F Putcni M; 12 A vattoreri 
W: 13 S GszaB (b): 14 Z Spirli IPoQ; 15 & 
SrtcJiaf BJff); 1 ® J j&j; i< 0 Ca- 

uanzIndJSwjfi-. 18 P LanfmncnM; 19DFri- 
qo M; 20 P Rcwd |8 mQ al me tima 

Football 

The German international striker Otw 
er BfadwfTB loWna Man a four-year 
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AUSTRIA PROVISIONAL WORLD CUP 
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Tennis 


PETR KORDA swept aside 
Jonas Bjorkman in straight sets 
yesterday as the Czech Repub- 
lic took an insurmountable 2-0 
lead over Sweden on the open- 
ing day of the World Tfeam 
Cup in DusseldorL 

Korda, the world No 2, beat 
Bjorkman 6-3, 6-1 in the event 
which pits eight of the world’s 
top nations against each other 
in a round-robin format. 

The day event also serves as 
a warm-up for the French 
Open, which begins on 25 May. 
Three former champions at 
Roland Garros are taking part 
- Americans Jim Courier and 
Michael Chang and Spain's 
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Sergi Bruguera. Boris Becker, 
the former Wimbledon cham- 
pion, is also competing. 

Slava Dosedel followed Ko- 
rda's triumph with a 6-0, 6-3 win 
over Magnus Norman, clinch- 
ing the match and rendering the 
following doubles meaningless. 

In a second Red Group 
match, the United States were 
beaten 2-1 by Australia. Richey 
Reneberg, replacing the in- 
jured Chang, beat Todd Wood- 
bridge 6-3, 7-6, while Australia's 
Mark Philippoussis levelled the 
match bv defeating Courier 
6-3, 6-4. ' 

Philippoussis needed just a 
single Weak in both sets to over- 
power Courier, who won the 
French Open in 1991 and 1992 
while he was the world No 1. 


a serious knee Huy h Sundays* de- 
feat against H&lfax. 
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Norman fAi£3!s&i 
| flOft B D DuuMAJS) arT; 7 J 
1 676; 8 N Price On) T7B; 9 P Mdrai&an 
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) 74% 12 M Oaald (Jap) 727; 13 V Singh 
65ft14LYte!wood(CB)638.'15FCou- 
ptoa (US) 647: 16 S Hoeh (US} 673; 17 M CE4- 
cBvecdte (US] 572; 18 J Hxyfc (US) S67; 19 
jPanwh {Sam) 549: 20 T widson (US) 6B6 
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In the deciding doubles, the 
world’s top-ranked pair. Mark 
Mark Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridge, overcame Todd 
Martin and Richey Reneberg 
6-2, 6-2 

Tim Henman has dropped 
one place to 18 in the latest ATP 
Tour rankings announced yes- 
terday but Britain's top player, 
Greg Rusedski, remains at No 
5. Henman’s demotion was due 
to the outstanding day-court 
form of Spaniard Albert Costa, 
who has jumped from 20 to 13 
after reaching the final of the 
Italian Open yesterday. 

Because of his high ranking, 
Rusedski wfll be seeded five in 
Pars, but Henman will not be 
among the 16 seeds unless two 
higher-ranked players withdraw. 


ATP TOUR RANKINGS: t P Sampras (US) 
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(0*133* 


, 8 ) 3390; 5 G Ru&ecF 
) 3094; BY KMeMcov (Run) 2304: 7 J 
Bjtslonnn (Sum) 2£*4: 8 G Kuerten (Bra) 

2(478; 9 K KLBera (StowK) 2233: 1 0 R Knuwfc 
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Martin, the player at the 
coriroversy last 


Ice hockey 

NHL PLAYOFFS Second-round (bMt-of- 
savan aariaa) Mm Conference: Si 
LaiE 3 Detroit 1 (Damn load sodas 3 - 3 ). 

Rugby League 

Super League craated a new atten- 
dance record of 500 this weekend 

iap00 packed Leads for the visit of 
Wigan, and 16337 at Bradfori, agahet 
Halfox, helped create the new record 
Warren Jowitt, tha Bradford forward, 

could be out for the rest of the 
Super League season after suffering 



(M) ttTatanohana p&AkeBono 03) btKao 

^-4 Juy3 W-acn: CWsrt M bfttmdto fi-8): 
Kusrtaari (4-5) bt Kydonertio {5-4^ 

Tennis 

WORLD TEAM CUP TENNIS (DuuMdort 

GlMRodGret^HntraunifeAimrBtaZUna- 

•d Sure l: R (toetoagfUS) MTWbotfartdgB 

(Aus) UT Marth a R RaneEan ^6) &2 &Z 
Cradi Rqiubloa Sweden ft P Ncraa to) 

bt J Bjcrtmar (Sws) 88 61; S Doaedetlra 

Rep) KM Norman fiw^ 60 6% C to 8 D 
Vbcek (Cz to) fe J G^ortmun 8 M Tonrom 

(Swe) 7-662. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

248 

The number of boocers who 
have been entered, by 41 
countries, for the Com- 
monwealth Games in Sep- 
tember - the third largest 
number of participants af- 
ter athletics and swimming. 
Austraifl, England. Ghana, 
Kenya, Scoiiand and North- 
ern Ireland have entrants n 
an 12 boxing categories. 
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Gascoigne finds he has friends 



Football 


By Glenn Moore 


HAVING woken up, bleary- 
eyed according to the second 
tabloid expos£ of his enthusias- 
tic socialising inside a week, fcul 
Gascoigne yesterday received a 
ringing endorsement of his 
World Cup prospects from two 
previous Englan d managers. 

Bobby Robson, under whom 
Gascoigne reached the semi- 
final of the 1990 World Cup, 
and Tfeny Venables, with whom 
he got to the last four of Euro 
96, said they would definitely 
take Gascoigne to France - 
and both added agiowing char- 
acter and footballing reference. 


Robson said: “You can't 
leave him behind because he is 
the one dever midfield player we 
have. People like Paul Ince and 
David Batty are good playeis but 
Gascoigne has a special path, the 
one no one else can see. He can 
put the ball through the eye of 
the needle between defenders 
for the likes of Shearer! - 
“He also has dribbling abil- . 
ity which can win you free-kicks 
on the edge of the area and even 
get opponents sent off, which 
will be a factor in this World 
Cup. He goes past people, plays 
one-twos, and scores goals. You 
need midfielders who can score 
goals. Someone like Batty has 
other qualities but he’s not a 
goalscorer.” 


This point was echoed by 
VfcnaWes,wbo said of tns former 
Tbttenhanr protdgfc “Tb win 
the World Cup you must have 
goalscorezs, and he’s a match- 
winner. We have a world-class 
striker in Alan Shearer and in 
Gascoigne we have a midfield- 
er who can score special goals 
and put fear into the opposition. 
He’s good fry the dressing- 
room. He’s not frightened of op- 
ponents. He’s infectious and he 
takes people with him.". 

Reason agreed, adding: “He 
has such a belief in his ability 
and that of his team. He’s so 
ronfident I reraemberwhen we 
played Germany in 1990 1 ex- 
plained all about Lothar Matt- 
haus. I went into , great detail 


about how he should play 
against him yprf when I finished 
he just said: *You go away and 
smoke your cigars and leave this 
! game to me.' He was only 21 
years old. Pm not saying he's a 
90-minute player but, depend- 
ing on his head and his fitness, 
he doesn’t have to play 90 min- 
utes. He could just give you 65 
or 70, he’s that priceless.” _ 
While Robson clearly had 
doubts about Gascoigne’s fit- 
ness, Venables and John Barnes 
spokes up for that aspect of the 
Middlesbrough player’s game. 
“He played five games in 12 
days in Euro 96, two with- extra 
time, and finish ed strongly in 
both,” Venables said. “His fit- 
ness is very underrated.” 


Barnes, a former England 
' team-mate, said: “He's the mast 
naturally fit player I\e ever met 
If be gets his head right, he’ll 
have no problems with his fit- 

n 


ness. 


That proviso is an important 
one. Gascoigne’s unusual 
thought processes were further 
eridemyesterdaywhen, in an in- 
terview, he said his dream was 
to see a UFO. 

Gascoigne said: *Tve read 
books and magazines, bought 
videos and everything. There’ 
real, they’ve got to be. I even 
think they stop and pull people - 
on board for a couple of hours.” 

Gascoigne also said, in the 
interview with Danny Baker, 
that compared with 1990 there 


was an element of fear in his ap- 
proach to . this World Cup: 
“The fear of not doing well 
yourself. The fear of getting 
beaten. The fear it's gping to be 
your fault.” 

Of Gascoigne’s personality, 
Barnes said: “He fe compulsive. 
Half the time he does things be 
doesn’t know why. He’s not a 
scheming type but very gener- 
ous.” 

Venables and Robson, who 
were also speaking at the launch 
of HYs World Cup schedule, 
backed tins up. “He's just 
cheeky, and mischievous,” VeH- 
ablessaid. 

Also at the fannefa was Kevin 
Keegan, who backed Alan 
Shearer’s ability to ignore recent 


criticism when it came to the 
World Cup. 

■Tie may not be the most tal- 
ented player this country has 
ever produced, but he is^ the 
most focused and determined 
player Pve ever seen. What 
happened in the last few weeks 
won’t be a problem for him, but 
it might be worrying for oppo- 
nents,” Keegan said. 

“He [Shearer] might not 
have been right in time for New- 
castle, bat he will be for Eng- 
land. With him in the side, a side 
always has a chance.” 

Keegan did, however, tip 
France, the hosts, as the most 
likely winners.' 

Deadline day for F66, 
- 31 


part of 





Park and drive: Warwickshire’s opener Mohamed Sheikh goes on the attack during his innings of 30 against Oxford University at The Parks yesterday 


Scoreboard, page 31; Photograph: Peter Jay 


THE Rangers stalwart S 
McCall has admitted he c __ 
join the Tbrox exodus this stniPi 
mer, after ending a season witSS 
out a medal for the first time i 
seven years. The 33-year-old, 
midfielder still hasa year left on: 

his contract — but has yet fe! 
learn whether he is part of the 
future plans of the fecomiti 
Dutch coach Dick Adyocaat 

McCall was distraught after! 
Saturday's Tferments\ Scottish 
Op final defeat fe Hearts 
last bow in a blue shirt fer half- 
a-dozen Rangers men. includ- 
ing Brian Laudrup, Richard 
Gough and Andy Go ram- The 
former Everton player admitted 
that a return to his native York- 
shire was likely. 

McCall said: “Losing the 
nai and the league has soured 
it for a lot of us but I don't think 
we could have done any more 
against Hearts, , it juSt wasn't " 
meant to be. It was a really sad ; 
way to end it all and I think it’s : 
probably time forme to -call ft - 
a day .at Rangers newt „ • - 

“Nothing is organised and;, 
well see what Dick Advocaaf 
says but I think the time is right 
now. Everyone else is leaving 
and it feels right that I should 
move on too." - •. 

McCall has already been 
linked with a possible?pIayer- 
coach’s -role at Barnsley, al- 
though he is one of a number 
of players who will speak with 
the Ibrax chairman, David Mur- 
ray, this week before deciding 
his fiitnre. Ally McCoist 
whose late goal in Saturday’s 

final after coming off the bench 

showed his goalscoring instincts 
are still intact - is another. - 

Despite the player’s protes- 
tations that he is on his way out 
of Ibrox, Murray masted that 
McCoist has come to no firm : 
decisions yet cm where his fu- . 
tore lies. “Tve had a briefword_ 
with him and we wfli talk again 1 
this week,” the chairman said 
“Everything was being left be- 
cause we wanted to concentrate 
on the Cup final.” 

The French striker, David 
ZxteQi, has declared his interest 
in joining the Ibrox dub. The 27- : 
year-old scored against Rangers; 
for Strasbourg in this season's 
UefaCup but is now out of conr. 
tract with the German 'dub, 
Karlsruhe. The Borussia Dort- 
mund goalkeeper Stefan Klos, 
who is involved in a legal bat- - 
tie to cancel bis cot tract with his . 
German club, is another 
Rangers target as Advocaat 
starts pl anning his squad at his 
new employers. 
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ACROSS 25 

Female swine keeps 
wrecked home against the 36 
odds? (7) 

Worn by man embroidering 27 

belt? (7) 

Fibre chewed by Lassie 28 

endlessly (5) 

10 One who should Ieam pos- 
sibly to g/o round countyj^ ^ 

n 

3 

4 


11 Spied emir cutting skin 

12 Carry over to chinch in 
ravine (5) 

13 Rated badly as tyre thick- 
ness (5) 

15 It's blown by mountain 
cowherds, could be plane 
thing on cow (9) 

18 Rationale of Cockney hat? 


See one's support ch; 
into instance of i ' 

Net is inadequate for : 
number (5) 

Flower carries name show- 
ing itis wild (7) 

Tb do OK on Saturday is 
disheartening the previous 
day (7) 

DOWN 

Itossible criminal gives you 
and mepower in splinter 

group CO . . . 

Motorway is straight to get 
to the wrong place (9) 

Get about 50 -from 100? 
[5) 


7 Commonplace prohibition 
on a learner (5) 

8 Some of the art be nomi- 
nated is of humble material 


Si 


£3,3) 
19 Comps 


Company keeps husband in S 
material (5) 

21 The French ram wants re- 6 
taxation (3-2) 

23 Having a breather"? (9) 


person savmg energy 
has time with the right in- 
tention (4-5) 

They hold much about 
George as a king (5) 

In part of body one with 
carbon would not be such a 
compound (9) 


14 Cross set up on silver which 
could bear your name? 

16 , Floral domestic features oF 
drug factories (3,6) 

17 Just like a snake to produce 
various op changes (9) 

15 Examination allowed all 
over dry (3,4) 

20 Beheading person's certain 

to bring back exploits of 
hero (7) 

22 It's time an expression of 
disapproval is banned (5) 

23 Piano Isn’t commonly cov- 
ered with this? (5) 

24 Should have name removed 
from nothing (5) 


Greenwood withdrawal adds 
to Woodward’s tour troubles 


Rugby Union 
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SEVEN days ago, Clive Wood- 
ward was so relieved at being 
able to name Wfl) Greenwood 
in his summer tour parly that he 
made a public paint of thank- 
ing the Lord for his mercy. Yes- 
terday, the England coach was 
in more agnostic mood; Green- 
wood pulled, out of the trip to 
Australia, New Zealand and 
Soath Africa when doctors con- 
firmed that his injured shoulder 
could not be tested in combat 
for at least two months. 

With Jeremy Guscott and 
Phil de GlanviUe ruled out for 
domestic reasons. Greenwood 
bad been the only capped mid- 
fielder selected in Woodward’s 
initial party. Given the Leices- 
ter centre’s dismissal for butting 
Rob Andrew during a fractious 
contest at Newcastle only a 
week previously, he was con- 
sidered extremely fortunate not 
to have been suspended for the 
entire duration of file southern 
hemisphere trek. 

Sadly for Woodward, the le- 
niency of the Rugby Football 
Union’s disciplinary panel has 

gone to waste. The coach is now 
left with two of the rockiest 
rookies imaginable - Steve 
Ravenscroft of Saracens and Jos 
Baxendell of Sale - plus Leices- 
ter’s “other” centre. Stuart Pot- 
ter, who was bombed out of the 
Test equation by Jack Rowell 
following England’s last visit to 
South Africa four years ago. 

“WiH visited his consultant on 
Saturday and, following ex- 
ploratory keyhole surgery, un- 


derwent an immediate operation 
on his shoulder,” Woodward 
reported “We’re both veiy dis- 
appointed at the outcome of the 
consultation. I will continue to 
consider an addition to the 
squad and expect to make an an- 
nouncement in the next few 
days." Matt Allen of Northamp- 
ton, unlucky to miss out on ini- 
tial selection, will come under the 
microscope, although Wood- 
ward is likely to move Bath’s ver- 
satile Matt Ferry from full-back 
to centre for the Whllaby Test in 
Brisbane a fortnight on Saturday. 

If that happens, Tun Stimp- 
son may well walk straight back 
into the international arena as 
England's last line of defence. 
The gifted Lion consigned his 
Newcastle career to the garbage 
can yesterday by joining Leices- 
ter, thus bringing to an end a 
soul-destroying sojourn in the 
Premiership wilderness. 

Stimpson was openly critical 
of the English champions' risk- 
free style and when be fell out 
with the Newcastle management 
over contractual issues, he found 
himself out in the cold. “There 
were times when Ifelt an outsider 
but there are no hard feelings- 1 
was delighted when the club se- 
cured the title at Harlequins on 
Sunday," be said. “I do feel I've 
lost valuable time, though. You 
need to be playing regularly and 
that hasn’t been the situation with 
me since last October. The Eng- 
land call-up has come as a real 
bonus because my lack of rugby 
left a 1% doubt in my mind." 

Self-doubt is hardly one of 
Thomas Gastaign&Je's more ob- 
vious traits and yesterday the 
confident French stand-off 


picked up the European Player 
of the Year accolade along with 
an £8,000 cheque. Having led 
England up the garden path and 
single-handedly reduced Whies 
to a laughing stock in the space 
of four Five Nations matches, he 
was the obvious choice for the 
inaugural Heine ken award. 

Intriguingly, Castaign&de 
did appear to be in two minds 
as to hfc immediate future when 
he collected his prize in London. 
“Three English clubs have ap- 
proached me since the Five Na- 
tions,” he said. “I like the way 
rugby is going in this country but 
1 also have World Cup ambi- 
tions to think about and if they 
axe best served by playing in 
France, I will stay there.” 

Meanwhile, senior RFU fig- 
ures succeeded yesterday in 
persuading executive members 
of the International Rugby 
Board that their recent peace 
deal with England’s profes- 
sional dubs would not knock the 
15-man world off its ultra-con- 
servative axis. A six-hour meet- 
ing in Dublin resulted in the 
HUB'S grudging acceptance of 
the agreement and,, by exten- 
sion, England's continued par- 
ticipation at Test level. 

“It’s been a happy day,” 
said Peter Brook, the RFU 
president. “There was no men- 
tion by the JRJ3 of our expul- 
sion.” Dick McGruther, the 
chief executive of the Aus- 
tralian Rugby Union and a 
trenchant critic of the RFU's 
doveish behaviour, agreed. 
“Penalties against England were 
not even discussed,” be said. 

Newcastle's Premiership, 
page 30 
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